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Current Primary Assignment 

Birth Date 
Birth Place 
Diaconate Ordination 
Priesthood Ordination 
Diocese Name 
Date of Incardination 
Religious Community 
Ritual Ascription 
Ministry Status 
Canon State 
Begin Pension Date 

Home phone 
Seminary 
Ethnicity 

Lanauaaefs) 
Spanish 



11/1/1939 

Estherville, Iowa, USA 
4/30/1966 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
5/1/1963 

Latin 

Dismissed from Clerical State 
Diocesan Priest 



Age: 
Deanery: 



73 
0 



Incard Process □ 



(562) 594-5011 

St. John's Seminary, Camarilto 
American (USA) 

Fluency 

Conversational Basics 



Fingerprint Verification and Safeguard Training 

Date Background Check 
Virtus Training Date 



Assignment History 



Assignment 

Dismissed from Clerical State, Rescript from the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, Prot No. 659/2004-23647. 

Retired with No Faculties, NO FACULTIES. OUT OF PRIESTLY MINISTRY 

Cathedra! Chapel, Los Angetes Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar), Active 
Service 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church, Los Angeles Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, Los Angeles Chaplain, Active Service 

St. Ambrose Catholic Church, West Hollywood Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 



Beginning Date Completion Date 



6/30/2006 




2/15/2002 


6/29/2006 


2/1/2002 


2/14/2002 


10/15/1998 


1/31/2001 


1/18/1988 


2/14/2002 


1/18/1988 


10/14/1998 
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Sick Leave 
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1/17/1988 
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St, Sebastian Catholic Church, Santa: Paula Administrator Pro Tem, Active 


2/1/1987 


6/30/1987 


Service 
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St, Sebastian Catholic Church, Santa Paula Associate Pastor (Parochial 
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St, Mary Catholic Church, Palmdale Resident, Resident 


7/70/1 Q7ft 


7/8/1984 


Paraclete High School, Lancaster Education-Teacher/Faculty, Active Service 


2/20/1978 


7/8/1984 


Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Ventura Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar), 


6/17/1977 


2/19/1978 


Active Service 






St. Jude Catholic Church, Westlake Village Associate Pastor (Parochial 


6/11/1973 


6/16/1977 


Vicar), Active Service 






St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church, Simi Valley Associate Pastor (Parochial 


9/2/1969 


6/10/1973 


Vicar), Active Service 






St. Andrew Catholic Church, Pasadena Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar), 


3/25/1969 


9/1/1969 


Active Service 






St. John ChrysGStom Catholic Church, Inglewood Associate Pastor 


S/14/1966 


3/24/1969 


(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 
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February 2, 1978 

Your Eminence: 

This date I interviewed Father Michael Wempe. 

1) I indicated the difficulties I have had in trying to place him in the 
Ventura County area; 

2) I told him that three separate priests had recommended that I 
suggest that he have professional help, primarily due to difficulties 
we have heard existed in rectories to which he has been assigned. 



Monsignor Rawden 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 

1531 WEST NINTH STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90O15 
388-810] 



February 10, 1978 



Reverend Michael J. Moran 
St. Mary's Church 
P. O. box 850 
Palmdale, California 93550 



Dear Father Moran; 

His Eminence, Cardinal Manning, has directed me to 
conFrrm the appointment of 

REVEREND MICHAEL WEMPE 

to be in residence at St. Mary's Church, with faculties of an 
Associate. Father Wempe has been appointed to teach at 
Paraclete High School. 

This assignment will become effective on Monday 
February 20, 1978, 

It is the mind of His Eminence, the Cardinal, that Father 
Wempe should cooperate as much as possible in the parish work 
and that he should receive $25.00 per month from the parish to 
assist in the maintenance of his automobile. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

^verend Monsignoyjohn A. Rawden 
Chancellor 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 
LOS ANSB-ES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 
(2)3) 388-81 0! 



June 19, 1984 



..Jeverend Michael Wempe 
Saint Mary's Church 
P.O. Box 850 

Palmdale, California 93550 



Dear Father Wempe: 

Enclosed is hour official appointment as 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

to Monsignor Matthew H. Ktelly, SAINT SEBASTIAN CHURCH, Santa 
Paula, which His Eminence, Cardinal Manning, has directed me 
to forward to you . 

This assignemnt will become effective on Thursday. 
July 12, 1984. 



Sincerely yours in Christ, 




Reverend Monsi 
"Chancellor 



EDACTED ,encl 

cc .redactedREDACTED 



Paraclete High School 
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REFERRAL MEMORANDUM ARCHBISHOP ROGER 



MAHONY 



TO: 



X 



Date: B' ' )SS? 





Please reviewy then SEE me 

Please review, then RETURN to me 

Please review, then SEND me your COMMENTS 

Please review, then FILE 



Please handle this matter entirely 
Please answer; send copy of letter to me 
Please write a reply for my signature 
For your information 

( ) Please XEROX and send copy/copies to: 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-119* 
(213) 251-3200 



OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERGY 
(213) 251-3284 



May 19, 1987 



Rev. Michael Wempe 
St. Sebastian Church 
235 North Ninth St. 
Santa Paula, CA 93060 



Dear Father Mike: 

As I mentioned to you when we met recently, there is 
a certain concern about your staying on at St. Sebastian. 
A transition to a new pastor is always a somewhat 
challenging time, both for a parish and for a pastor. 
I believe we discussed that your presence there, 
especially in view of how involved you were with the 
parish and how much you wanted to be pastor will of 
necessity add complications. 

In talking this over with the Personnel Board, the 
members expressed a very strong interest in seeing 
you in order to have a chance to discuss with you not 
only this situation but also your own future plans. 

The Board will meet next on Wednesday, June 3, and I 
would very much appreciate it if you could come to talk 
with them at that time. 

If that is possible for you, would you please call my 
office to make an appointment at a time that morning 
that would be suitable for you. 

Look forward to seeing you. 

Sincereiy yours, 




Curry 
Clergy 



REDACTED 
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Your Excellency: 



I wish to again thank you for our meeting on Friday, 
May 15 and the subsequent clarifcatidn of my status 
here at St. Sebastian's on Monday, May 18. As you 
mentioned Monday, my stress level has been lowered 
considerably! 



I did, however, receive a letter from Msgr. Curry's 
office (a copy of which is enclosed), dated a day 
after our last conversation, which puzzles me 
somewhat. In an attempt to clarify this matter, I 
c a 1 1 e d REDACTED _ at Msgr. Curry's office 

today, May 20, and thankfully, in view of my two 
conversations with you, she suggested that I 
disregard the letter unless I heard differently from 
their office. 



Again, thank you for your brotherly concern for me 
and my priesthood and be most assured of my continued 
prayer for you. 



Sincerely yours in Christ, 




Rev. Michael E. Wempe 
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SANTA PAULA. CALIFORNIA 93060 



235 NORTH NINTH STREET 



TELEPHONE (SOS) S2S-2149 



May 22, 1987 



Rev. Msgr. Thomas J. Curry 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 

Dear Tom, 

This is not going to be an easy letter to write. Before I get 
into the matter, I would like to assure you that the young man who 
just got out of jail has found a place to stay and has already 
lined up a full time job in a meat market plus a part time job 
helping a man remodel his home. 

The reason for my writing at this time, however, is something 
which I discussed at great length with Fr. REDACTED w h 0 
suggested that I write to you and also notify REDACTED i of 

the problem. Since Mike and I have had a great deal of friction 
I had hesitated in bringing this up, wonderine if it would just 
be mud slinging on my part. But since R EDACTED has made me aware 
of how sensitive the board is to matters of scandal involving priests 
in sex related issues, I feel that my silence can no longer be 
justified. 

Before I begin, I want to affirm that no one, to my knowledge, 
has made any accusations. But the potential for danger appears 
to me to be very great. 

When I came here, there was a king size bed in my bedroom. I 
used only half of it. Meanwhile, Mike was sleeping diagonally on 
a double size bed. I suggested that we switch beds, since I didn't 
need such a big bed and he could easily use one. So we switched 
beds on the Saturday after Easter. After we had moved his bed into 
my room, the housekeeper came in and told me that I should throw out 
that double size matress and buy a new one. I asked her why, since 
it appeared all right to me. She then told me that two years ago 
Mike had a ten year old boy sleeping with him and the kid wet the 
bed and soaked the matress. I saw no stain on it, so I have kept 
the matress. 

Just about a week ago, she again repeated her urging. I told 
her that I didn't see any reason to throw it out because it was only 
wet on once. She then said: "No, Father, it happened at least three 
times that I know of." She told me the boy had brought a sleeping 
bag with him, but it was never used and she would find the bed soaking 
wet. 
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I am pretty certain that this is the same boy that Mike took 
with him, just the two of them, in his house-trailer from April 20th 
to the 22nd, this year. He played golf here on the 22nd and then 
left again the next morning in his trailer with two other boys, 
who are brothers, ages 7 and 12. They too were gone for two days. 
Though I have no evidence that anything improper occured, -the whole 
situation seems extremely imprudent. 

There is another aspect of his relationship with these boys 
that disturbs me, and that is the issue of firearms. About two 
weeks ago, the public school teacher of this seven your old child 
called on the phone, seeking advice. She was disturbed by the anger 
and hatred that this boy has exhibited in class, both in his conduct 
and in his written work. The child's father, REDACTED 
REDACTED The child has never ac- 

cepted it. What disturbed the teacher, among other things, was a 
story that the child wrote about shooting and killing a rattlesnake 
with a gun. He said that it made him feel good when he did that. 
The teacher was wondering if she should bring this matter up with 
the child's mother, since she knew there was already a lot of stress 
in the home. But the teacher also expressed astonishment that any 
adult would let a seven year old child, especially one that is so 
angry, shoot a gun. 

It came as a shocker to me when I realized that Mike was the 
one she was talking about, even though she was unaware of it. 
Mike told me that they had killed a rattlesnake when they were away 
during Easter week, and he even showed me the snake's skin. I have 
trouble with the idea of priests teaching children to shoot guns, 
apart from the question of this particular child's emotional problems. 

How much and how many people know about the matters I have related 
here I would have no way of knowing. Mike is still very much in- 
volved with the three boys mentioned above. I would judge that his 
association with them is rather widely known, since he usually 
schedules them to serve only at his Masses and he is very close 
friends with their families. 

I have discussed this situation with REDACTED fl e as k e d 

that I relay in this letter that he would like you to contact him 
about this matter as soon as possible. There are other details 
which he can relate to you, including names which I do not wish 
to put in writing. 

Sincerely yours, 
REDACTED 

R ev> REDACTED 



cc 



REDACTED 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 

1531 WEST NINTH STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 
(213) 251-3288 



Office of the Archbishop 



May 29, 1987 



Reverend Michael Wempe 
St. Sebastian's Church 
235 N. Ninth Street 
Santa Paula, CA 93060 

Dear Mike: 

I am grateful to you for your leter of May 20th and I am pleased to know 
that your own personal situation and assignment status are stabilized and 
that your own stress level has lowered. 

I believe that it is still important for you to continue your discussions 
with the Personnel Board and with Monsignor Curry since they are so 
integrally bound up in the whole process of assignments. 

Given your health situation and other personal concerns, I would hope 
that we might be able to make your next transfer a more permanent one as 
a pastor. At the same time, I appreciate your flexibility and openness 
to the realities and timing involved in all assignments. 

I sincerely hope that you are pursuing both your REDACTED evaulation as 
well as a more thorough diagnosis of the REDACTED condition. I remain 
very open to have you go to Scripps in San Diego in order to arrive at 
a fuller understanding of your actual health condition and what might be 
done to give you greater assignment possibilities with respect to 
geographical locations. 

Assuring you of my prayers and with every best wish, 1 am 




cc: Monsignor Curry 
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: June 2, 1987 
FROM: Msgr. Curry 



TO: Archbishop Mahony 

re : St. Sebastian, Santa Paula 



The situation at St. Sebastian continues to deteriorate. 

I am in contact with redacted regarding the matter 

raised by Father REDACTED ( attached) . 

However, I thought you should be aware of these very 
serious allegations. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 

1531 WEST NINTH STREET ' 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 
(213) 251-3200 
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OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERCY 
(213) 251-3284 



June 16, 1987 



REDACTED 
REDACTED 



Dear Dr. REDACTED 

Archbishop Mahony spoke to me after his conversation 
with you last week, and he told me you would be willing 
to send a report regarding Father Michael Wempe to the 
Servants of the Paraclete in New Mexico, and also that 
you would be willing to speak in person with one of the 
staff there. 



I very much appreciate your offer of assistance. The 
address is: 

Servants of the Paraclete 
Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 
Telephone: REDACTED 

You may send the report in care of Father REDACTED there. 

I will also inform the program that you are willing to 
speak with one of the staff persons and give them your 
number in case they wish to contact you. 

Again, with many thanks for your assistance in this matter 
I remain 



Yours sincerely^, 



(Rev. Msgr.j Thomas' J. Curry 
Vicar for Clergy 

REDACTED 



1963 



CCI 003300 



RCALA011382 



ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 

1531 WEST NINTH STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 
(213) 251-3200 



OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERGY 
(213) .251-3284 



June 17, 1987 

REDACTED 

Jemez Springs 
New Mexico 87025 

Dear REDACTED 

Since Father Michael Wempe is going to Jemez Springs on 
Monday, June 22 for the diagnostic program there, I am 
sending you some bacground information. We hope that as 
a result of the diagnostic tests, the program there will 
be able to accept and assist him. 

Earlier this year, Father- Wempe applied for the pastorate 
of St. Sebastian parish in Santa Paula. Ha was not 
appointed, but the whole process of the appointment of a 
pastor to the parish and subsequent events there have 
brought his life increasingly under review by several people. 

At a public hearing in the parish before the selection of 
a new pastor, attended by about 120 persons) , it emerged that 
some people. were very much in favor of Father Wempe 1 s being 
appointed pastor. They cited his excellent qualities: his 
ability to work with youth, his liveliness, preaching, 
liturgy, etc. It also emerged that others were very much 
opposed to such an appointment. They saw him as being a 
part of the problems in the parish and said that what the 
parish needed was a whole new start. It would be difficult 
to estimate the numbers in either of these groups, but 
they were definitely distinct entities. 

When Father Wempe came to the Personnel Board for his inter- 
view, the members were surprised--I might even say distressed-- 
as a result of the meeting. They found him "hyper," extra- 
ordinarily- emotionally attached to the parish. He seemed to 
emphasize that he was totally loved by the people, and yet 
when they asked him about how to reconcile with those who 
disagreed with him or did not want him as pastor, he seemed 
to have a completely unrealistic assessment of his ability 
to do so. 

The Board was so unfavorably impressed that none of its 
members would even consider recommending him for the pastorate. 
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REDACTED 



I make no judgment about subsequent events. However, I would 
point out that Father Wempe 1 s behavior since the appointment of 
a new pastor has not been conducive to the latter 's really 
taking over and getting a hold on the assignment. For instance, 
Father Mike wept in introducing him at all the Masses and let 
the people know how disappointed he had been in his failure to 
get the appointment. 

There have also been many and fairly severe conflicts with the 
new pastor, though I repeat that I am making no judgment as to 
blame in this instance. The Board members, however, have felt 
strongly for some time that it is essential that Father Mike be 
away from St. Sebastian. 

His history of conflict in parishes goes back a long way. There 
are several letters in the files, some indicating extreme appro- 
bation for him but others very critical of him. There is one 
note saying that Monsignor Rawden, the former Chancellor, inter- 
viewed him in February 1978 and told him then that three separate 
priests had recommended he receive professional help, primarily 
because of difficulties existing in rectories. 

A number of priests have expressed admiration for Father Mike's 
love of the Liturgy, for his preaching, and his ability to relate 
to young people. However, the other side they see is an inability 
to deal with authority — especially pastors' authority — and his 
going into almost incontrollable rage when challenged on this. 
They have pointed out an absolute determination on his part to 
take over, to use very strong language about pastors, about 
hierarchical authority, about any kind of authority that seems to 
challenge his own. 

He has had difficulty working with staff members in parishes. 
They have claimed he was irrational, insulting, and impossible 
to work with. Some of these complaints are that things he does 
not like to do, e.g., visiting hospital, he simply dismisses and 
says "that's not my thing" and utterly refuses to do them. 

While he cares about the Liturgy and is talented in that area, 
again, some of the complaints have been that it absolutely had 
to be handled his way, that no one could discuss planning or 
anything else with him. 

There are also complaints about violent verbal attacks on pastors, 
abusive language, screaming, and rage. He seems to have an 
extraordinary hunger for popularity and affirmation. 

There does run through the complaints about him the allegation 
that he does not make prudent judgments, that his behavior tends 
to alienate and upset people and get them unreasonably angry with 
him, and that, possibly, he does this to get their attention. 
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REDACTED 

During an interview with him, the Archbishop mentioned that there 
is no place he could get the Personnel Board to recommend Mike for 
now, either as pastor or in any other capacity. I believe this 
to be the case and feel his reputation is such that the vast majority 
of priests in the Archdiocese would.be nervous or fearful of working 
with him. 

Incidentally, Father Mike has been going to see a psychologist 
for the past several years: 

REDACTED 



- has said he would indeed be willing to send a report 
to Jemez Springs if needed and also willing to talk to one of the 
staff persons there if that would be helpful. He comes highly 
recommended by several priests in the Archdiocese. 

In addition to the complaints about conflicts in rectories, there 
is another issue surrounding Father Wempe that tends to be more 
serious, although there isless hard evidence on it and I must admit 
that most of it is conjecture and rumor. However the rumors tend 
to be both consistent and persistent, and they deal with his 
relationship with small boys or with teenagers. It is true that he 
does — according to his own admission — spend much of his free time 
with minors. He has allowed these minors (we believe some of them 
may be as young as seven years old) to use firearms. 

He has also had minors stay overnight in his present assignment. 
They spent the time in his room, and there are allegations that 
they spent time also in his bed. He has continued to have minors 
in his room, though not staying overnight, and specifically had 
one in his room after the Regional Bishop has asked the pastor to 
see that he did not do such a thing. 

He has had a teenage boy live with him in a trailer during one 
of his assignments. There is also an allegation — and this one 
involves a specific person — that he did touch a person improperly 
a number of years ago, when the person was still a minor. Again, 
I would emphasize the existence of a consistent and persistent 
belief on the part of a number of priests that he has had improper 
and imprudent relationships with minors. 

Because of concern about these relationships and because of his 
consistent inability to relate with other priests, the Archdiocese 
feels the time has come when he simply must have help if he is to 
continue to make use of the many talents he has and to minister 
fruitfully in the Archdiocese. I wish to be fair and candid in 
this assessment, and I would be most willing to elaborate on 
anything in this letter or speak to any of your staff persons if 
that were deemed useful. 

Sincerely yours, 



Rev. Msgr.) ThcAasJ 7 Cuj^ry 1962 
Vicar for Clergy 
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PERSONAL HISTORY ^HEET 
FOUNDATION HOUSE 
SERVANTS OF THE PARACLETE 
JEMEZ SPRINGS . NEW MEXICO 87025 

Name : Michael Edwin Wempe 

Date : June 19, 1987 

Current Address :F REDACTED 

Telephone Number REDACTED 

Referred to Foundation House by : Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
Date of Birth : Nov. 1, 1939 
Place of Birth: REDACTED 
Age : 47 

Most Recent Occupation : Catholic Priest 
Education (Places & dates) : 

Grade school : REDACTED 

High school : 
College : 

Seminary : St. John's Seminary, Camarillo, CA - 1962-1966 

Degrees : Master of Arts in Comparative Religions, (1 class and 

project short of Master of Science in Marriage, Family and Child Counseling.) 

Other Educational Experiences : Pastoral Spanish Institute (3 months) . 
Loyola Marymount Continuing Education for Priests (1 day a week for 2 years) . 
Vatican II Institute for Priests, 1986. 

Date of Ordination : April 30, 1966 

YOUR FAMILY 

REDACTED 
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LIFE HISTORY/Rev. Michael Wempe (5! 

REDACTED 



REDACTED 



REDACTED j was probably considered the athelete of the class. I am 

aware now that I even then felt that I could find security and acceptance from 
younger boys. Again, there was no sex involved. 
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LIFE HISTORY/Rev. Michael Wempe (6) 
AFTER ORDINATION: REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED REDACTED 
REDACTED there was 

also a young boy whom I took camping and we did sleep together. There was no 
sex, but I am sure that I cuddled with him. To me, he felt "safe", while the 
woman did not. REDACTED 

REDACTED 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 



REDACTED _ _ I have never had or allowed 

these boys to do anything to me sexually. We have slept together, not been 
afraid that we might accidentally touch each other, we have been at ease. 

FINAL MAJOR EVENT: REDACTED 

REDACTED 



REDACTED j do 

around kids.. I love my priesthood and 
not fear my relationships with any age, 
continue to serve in Los Angeles. 

REDACTED 



not want to be a person who is unsafe 
want to be effective with all ages and 
especially the young. I want to 



LIFE HISTORY/ Rev. Michael Wempe 
REDACTED 
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REDACTED 



REDACTED 



REDACTEredacted young man t h at lived with me for a period of time. There was 

no sex whatsoever, but I deeply loved him and he deeply loved me. We did sleep 
together until he felt he was too old. We always hugged and were never afraid 
to touch each other (non-sexual ly) . 
REDACTED 
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LIFE HISTORY/Rev. Michael Wempe (8) 

REDACTED 



REDACTED 



REDACTED I need to check out 

mv committment with vouth. especially bovs who need a strong father figure. 

REDACTED 

REDACTED I need to assure those who are concerned that I am not doir.^ 

evil things with kids. 
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REDACTED 



What is your view of the future ? (Include ambitions, desired work assignments, 
feelings) . 

I want to be an active priest in the Archdiocese of Los angeles, I want to be 
the pastor of a parish. I feel that I will be very good in this position. I 
want to understand, as said before, my relationship with people, myself and 
God. 

REDACTED 
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medical or other information is HOT sufficient 
for this purpose. 
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,EV. MICHAEL WEfc'E 

Notes June 25, 1987 : 

Conversation withREDACTED Jemez Springs. Mike has totally finnessed 

his way through seven years of therapy. The report will not go to the 

psychologist here. He lied to the psychologist. Been involved with 

minors — presently with a 12 -year-old — surrogate father but also sex partner. 

Pre-sexual — very serious 

Furious at the psychologist 

Last one to get into Foundation House Program 

Afraid he might try suicide and watched him. Not afraid of that now. 

Discuss with Bill Perri his coming back to L.A. before program starts. 

"Mike has an insatiale need for closure." 

Discussed aiding victims and the problem that might cause. 

Mike said "People here would say 'let it go 1 " 

Reported to Archbishop on same date by phone. REDACTED ^ sai(i Mike w empe 
was terrified of Archbishop and of me. REDACTED r calmed fears of this. 
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Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 



June 26, 1987 



Most Reverend Roger Mahoney, D.D. 

Archbishop of Los Angeles 

1531 West Ninth Street 

Los Angeles, California 90015 

Dear Archbishop Mahoney: 

Reverend Michael Wempe a member of your Archdiocese will participate in our 
June - December program of renewal here at Foundation House. This letter 
contains information about the program, followup, and finances. 

The program begins June 13, 1987 and will come to a close on December 4, 1987. 

I ask that you write a letter to us describing the difficulties which have 
brought Michael to this point in his life. If others can add to this 
description, we would like to hear from them also. These letters will be shown 
to Michael by our psychiatrist or psychologist. In this way the participant 
can understand the difficulties in his life as described by a significant 
other. These letters are very important, and we consider them an integral part 
of the process here. 

I will be sending progress reports concerning Michael every five weeks. These 
are confidential reports which are reviewed by him before they are sent to you. 
Michael will sign a "Release of Confidential Information " form before I send 
these reports to you. 

I encourage you, or one of your representatives, to visit us while Michael is 
in the program. You will be able to observe the program and meet some of the 
staff. We have found these visits extremely helpful to the man as he works on 
his issues. 

Over the past eleven years that we have been conducting this program we have 
consistently seen the need for followup. Therefore our program includes the 
following: if 



1) When Michael completes the program here in December, a member of our 
professional staff will return with him to his Archdiocese to do a Re-entry 
Workshop with the significant people in his life. The fee for this Workshop is 
$200.00 plus expenses. We suggest that this Workshop take place within the 
first three months after he completes the program. 
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2) A mandatory Followup Workshop of one week will take place here in early- 
June, 1988. 

3) There is a followup by telephone between completion of the program and 
the Followup Workshop. 

4) During the 18 months after completion of the Followup Workshop, we are 
willing to do a one-day workshop in the place where Michael is living. This is 
optional and would be done at your request. 

The fruits of the program are often seen only after the participant has spent 
some time back in his place of ministry. We are willing to do whatever we can 
to enable the person to help the program work for him and for those to whom he 
is ministering. This takes energy, time, and money, but the worthwhile results 
of proper followup are surely gratifying. 

Numbers 1) , 2) , and 3) above are our contract with you. Number 4) is an 
optional service. 

Our billing procedure is set up so that the payment of the invoice is due 15 
days after receipt. Our fees per month, excluding costs for additional expense 
such as for physicians, are approximately $3,000. You will receive a detailed 
accounting of each expenditure each month. Since we are not a licensed medical 
facility, usually the only fees that can be claimed on most group insurance 
policies are for the psychiatrist, the physician, medications, and psychologist 
REDACTED are licensed in the State of New 

Mexico.) We are not set up, however, to process your insurance claims - we 
must let that be the responsibility of your own business manager. 

Using funds from our annual drives, the Congregation of the Servants of the 
Paraclete donates a monthly subsidy to keep the total cost of the program as 
low aa possible. 

Please direct questions about billing to our Administrator, 

REDACTED 

I wish to thank you for the confidence that you have placed in us by allowing 
Michael to come to our program. If at any time during the program you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. Please continue to remember 
us in prayer as we perform this important and delicate ministry. 

Sincerely in the Paraclete, 

^ lJj ^^J^ M ^ ^^^^^^^^ 
(Rev.) WillM^P Perri, s.P., M.A., D.Min. 
Director 

WDP:ss 
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TC 1 V 



To refresh your memory. Mike Wempe called while you were 

away about the letter we sent him. He said he did not 

want to see the Personnel Board and did not want to make 

an appointment with them as the A.B. had assured him personally 

at two different times that he could stay on at St. Sebastian 

until he became a pastor and that was exactly what he intended 

to do. 

I told him that if the A.B. had indeed told him that I could 
understand his confusion about our letter, that I would pass 
the information on to you, and that you would probably contact 
him as to further action but that he should not worry about 
it until and unless he heard from you. 

That is not exactly SUGGESTING that he disregard the letter, 
but then word choice is always a problem. 
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Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 



July 20, 1987 



Most Rev. Roger Mahoney, D.D. 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West 9th Street 
Los Angeles, California 90015 

Dear Archbishop Mahoney s 

I have enclosed the report on the evaluation that was recently 
done here for Father Michael Wempe. 

Mike has entered the program here with motivation and sincerity. 
He was very open and honest during the first week of the program 
in which we had autobiographies. Mike told the other members of 
the group why he is here and was able to trust this process. 
Because of this, 1 have hope that Mike will do well in the 
program. 

Mike has requested, Archbishop, that this report be destroyed once 
you have read it. 



I hope that this information is helpful to you. 
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Reverend Michael Wempe D.O.B.: 11/01/39 

Referred by: Rev. William Perri, s.P., M.A. » D.Min, 
Referral Question: Psychological Evaluation & Testing 
Sources of Evaluation: REDACTED 
REDACTED 

Place of Evaluation: Servants of the Paraclete 

Foundation House 

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 
Date of Evaluation: June 24, 1987 

Michael was referred for psychological evaluation for two major reasons: one 

REDACTED 

REDACTED and secondarily, he was referred because of some 

rumors about some sexual acting out. He had not confirmed any of this sexual 
behavior, however, there were rumors and suspicions in the diocese concerning 
his behavior with young adolescent boys. REDACTED 

REDACTED 



REDACTED 



As the interview progressed, Michael began to discuss some of his behavior with 
young adolescent boys. As he told me more about this behavior, this became the 
sole focus of our interview. He described that he likes to cuddle and sleep in 
the same bed with young boys, that he has had long-term relationships with a 
few young boys that have lasted for as many as ten years. These relationships 
consists of his being the father to them that they have never had and most of 
these boys are people who have either no father or neglectful fathers. He 
attempts to be a father to them, providing them both with a male parental 
image, teaching them things such as to fire a gun and other classically 
masculine things as well as teaching them gentleness. He will sleep in the 
same bed with them often rubbing their backs. However, to the last statement 
he adds "that that's not what it's all about, that's not what I'm here for". 
By that, he means that it is not primarily out of sexual interest that he is 
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Psychological Evaluation/ Rev. Michael Wempe 



(2) 



involved with these boys but that this is secondary to his own need to be 
cuddled and his need to father someone. 

Ae we discussed his behavior with boys, Michael was very clear to assert that 
he did not see this behavior as primarily sexual and that furthermore, his 
psychologist (to the extent that he informed the psychologist of some of the 
past behaviors) did not see his problem as being primarily sexual, that he had 
seen Michael as "pre-sexual" . Michael wanted to make it very clear that he had 
never harmed a boy and that the things that he did with them was out of love 
and could not be construed as being harmful. Michael did some very serious 
denying and minimizing as we discussed these issues. As I confronted him with 
the fact that I felt that there was both denial and minimization in a none too 
gentle fashion, Michael became extremely upset. REDACTED 
REDACTED 



REDACTED I had pointed out to him that some of the things 

that he had done were against the law and that he could conceivably face felony 
charges. He found this extremely upsetting. By the end of the session, he 
reported that this was the worst hour of his entire life. He was obviously 
extremely angry with me and found me to be quite cold, judgmental and uncaring. 
By the end of the session, he was still denying that he needed to be here and 
felt that he had made a major error in judgment by revealing as much as he had. 
From reports of professionals who saw him later in the week, his attitude about 
some of this softened and he was aware that he definitely needed help and that 
he had a real problem concerning sexuality. From talking to other people, it 
is my impression that his attitude about his sexuality, his need for help, and 
his pastorate in general is markedly changed from the time that I saw him and 
that as a result, many of the statements about his minimization and denial are 
no longer relevant to him. 

REDACTED 
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Psychological Evaluation/Rev. Michael Wempe (3) 

REDACTED 
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Psychological Evaluation/Rev. Michael Wempe (4) 

REDACTED 



REDACTED There* seems no question that much of his sexual behavior is at 
least in part related to a need for intimacy that has never really been met in 
his life. However, he has completely ignored the sexual aspects to his 
behavior and has minimalized to a great extent the sexual needs that he has 
had. He is going to need to deal both with his needs for intimacy and his 
sexuality, redacted ~ 
REDACTED 



REDACTED I strongly recommend his participation in the 

program at Foundation House. He has some major rationalizations to undo and 
some very real depression that he has not faced and it is going to be a very 
difficult process for him. He is going to need to both accept the consequences 
of his behavior for his own life and the fact that although he was telling 
himself that he had nothing but positive motives in his relationships with 
these boys, that some of his behavior may in fact have caused some very real 
harm. The reports that I have heard from other staff indicate that he had 
already begun by the end of the week the process of accepting the consequences 
of some of his behavior redacted 

REDACTED 

although clearly a major problem for him. seems secondary at this point to nis 
sexual behavior. It seems quite likely that in the process of dealing with his 
sexual behavior he would also be able to work out some of his authority issues. 

REDACTED 
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Psychological Evaluation/Rev. Michael Wempe (5) 
Thank you for the opportunity of helping to evaluate Reverend Michael Wempe. 



REDACTED 



(Dictated, but not read) 



This mformtttori has been disclosed to yw 
from records whose confidential* is protected 
£ J* 8 * 4*L FBd «* R ««"«ttton 02 CFR. 
Part n prohiblls you from mtUm any further 
*»*wro of M mm the specific writ*, 
co nsent of th e person to whom it porteins.of 
ts otherwise permitted by such ricuistjons. A 
meral authorization for the release* 
nedical or other information is NOT sufficient 
for this purpose. 
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H i s Exec? i 1 ency .. 

Fi ub i shop RoSer fia.hony' 

1531 UP. Ninth St. 

L o 3 Fi n 3 s 1 e s C a 1 ,. 9 8 3 i 5 



'four- Exce I 1 ency : 

I just wanted to touch bases with you and let you Know that all is 
So i r-3 i . The drive over was uneventful- I had rebuilt the engine in 
the 19S3 G, M.,C. myself -and was. very Pleased with its Performance on the 
tr i P ovsr • 

I have been here three full weeKs now and ara beSinnina to settle 
iru The schedule is very full and very demanding. Each day is sesun 
with break: fast at 7-39 and often does not end until 3 P.M. I find the 
staff and other members of the module to be very easy to set siet a Ions 
with,, There ire men from all over- the country arid each contributes h;. s 
own sifts to the community. 

I am becoming very-' aware of how much I ha.ve been :3ivin:3 to ethers 
and not really t a King care of myself. In fact., except the fear of 
be ins looKed down upon by other- members of the cler-sy, I would feel 
that this extended Period for Prai-'er and self -evaluation would be 
b e n s f i c i a 3. f o r a. 1 ;r; o s t a. n P r i e s t . 

E'e assured i.:>f my continued Prayer for you and Please remember y.a 
once in a while at Prayer. 



'*.:.' .!. rcers : 1 y'ours in u'hr is-t., 




Michael E„ 



WemPe 
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f~ O UHDf : 



REDACTED 

1531 w.. Mi nth St„ 

Loi Fii-vSeles . Cal„ 9801; 



I just win ted to touch bases with you and let you Knead that -all is 
going well,, The drive over was uneventful. I had rebuilt the engine in the 
3.96:5 G,M»C« myself and was very Pleased with its Performance on the trip 
over. 

I have been here three full wesKs now and am beginning to settle in. 
The schedule is. very full a.nd very demanding. Each day is begun with 
breaKfast at 7 •■ 38 arid often does not end until 9 P.M. I find the staff and 
other members, of the module to be very easy to get get 'along with. There 
are men from all over the country and each contributes his own gifts to the 
com muni ty » 

I am becoming very aware of how much I have been giving to others and 
not really taKing care of myself. In fact, except the fear of being looK.ed 
down upon by other members of the clergy, I would feel that this extended 
Period for Prayer and self -evaluation would be beneficial for almost -any 
Priest . 

REDACTED 



ThanKs for your help in these matters. 

. . t REDACTED 

o j. n ce r e .;. > y o u r s i n u h r i s t 



Rev. Michael E. WemPe 
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1S31 WEST NINTH STREET 
LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 9O013-! 104 



OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP AUgUSt 14 , 1987 



Reverend Michael E. Wempe 

Foundation House 

Jeraez Springs, NM 87025 

Dear Mike: 

I was so very pleased to receive your recent letter and I am 
glad to know that you are finding the program at Foundation 
House to be so helpful and useful to you in your life as a 
priest. 

You will recall that when I recommended that you go to Jemez 
Springs and participate in the program I said that you would 
find in the long run that it would be an extremely favorable 
and constructive experience for you. All of the priests whom 
I know and who have participated in the program relate that 
same experience, and when you conclude the program there you 
will find your own future ministry so much more challenging 
and fruitful. 

r * 

Each of you there at Jemez Springs is very much in my prayers 
and I , call you to mind each day during my celebration of the 
Eucharist . 

Please continue to have your spirit of openness there at 
Foundation House and to allow the spirit to work through the 
various professionals as well as your brother priests. 

Assuring you again of my prayers and of my support for you in 
this experience, and with every best wish, I am 

j 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 



Most Reverend Roger Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

REDACTED _ 
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Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 
August 17, 1987 



Most Reverend Roger Mahony, D.D. 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, California 90015 

Dear Archbishop Mahony; 

Here is the first report on Reverend Michael Wempe who is currently in the 
program at Foundation House. 



REDACTED 
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Reverend Michael Wempe 
REDACTED 



(2) 



1 



PSYCHOLOGICAL 07/22/87 REDACTED _ _ _ . Ph.D.): REDACTED 

REDACTED REDACTED 



He was still doing considerable 
rationalizing and attributing a larger percentage of his behavior to wanting to 
help children than I was comfortable with. I pushed relatively hard for him to 
see that although much of his behavior may have been motivated by a desire to 
help other people, certainly a large portion of his behavior also needed to be 
viewed in t«rms of satisfying his own sexual needs. He reports that he does 
not become sexually stimulated, however, his masturbation fantasies revolve j 
primarily ar—ad these experiences. Clearly, this is a sexual incident for him j 
which is not to say that he does not have genuine fondness for some of the boys j 
and that there are not altruistic impulses and altruistic aspects to his 
behavior. REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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Reve re.id Michael Wempe 
REDACTED 



(5) 
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Sincerely, 
REDACTED 



REDACTED 



I have read the above report and approve of its being mailed. I so signify my 
consent by my signature below. 



Part 2) iiinfiarpi toil tetii^ any further 
d^losurtori»*ie»iuttht$|»ci*lc wrttw 
consent of the pane* to wheat it pertains, or 
as otherwise pei milled by such refutations. A 
general authorization for tha release* 
medical or other information is NOT sufficient 
for that purpoMk 



This h 
from i 
by Fa 




■LDHb^K |^HTB^Bjn TP vYJU 

K^ij'fctf.c'ri ,) , n I « n i ■ J 

■pMiMwKy i$ pcowctra 
Kat iaiMliHnn (42 CFR. 
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REFERRAL MEMORANDUM FRO* ARCHB I SHOP ROGER MAHONY 





Ple^e review, ^hen SEE me 
PI else review, then RETURN to me 
Please review, then SEND me your COMMENTS 
Please review, then FILE 

Please handle this matter entirely 
Please answer; send copy of letter to me 
Please write a reply for my signature 
For your information 



( ) Please XEROX and send copy /copies to: 



REMARKS: 



( ) original to file 
( ) original back to me 
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SERVANTS 
of the 
PARACLETE 



Jcmcz Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 
September 25. 1987 

Most Reverend Roger Mahony, D.D. 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles. California 90015 

Dear Archbishop Mahony: 

Here is the second report on Reverend Michael Wempe who is currently 
program at Foundation House. 

REDACTED 



in the 



r — -t^ — ■ 
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Reverend Michael Wempe 
REDACTED 
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He also talked about other relationships. One of the more telling points was 
the statement he made about one boy that he did a lot of things together with. 
What he said was that he loved that boy too much to ever do anything sexual 
with him. There seemed to be some relationship in strength of the attachment 
that he felt toward a boy and his unwillingness to become sexually involved 
with that boy. It was extremely painful for him to go into such detail about 
his sexuality. He talked about the tremendous amount of trust that went into 
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Reverend Michael Wempe (7) 

his decision to share all this and left the session extremely upset REDACTED 
REDACTED 



REDACTED 
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Reverend Michael Wempe (11) 
REDACTED 



Sincerely, 




(Rev.) William D. Perri, s.P., M.A., D.Min. 
Director: Foundation House 



WDPtss 

I have read the above report and approve of its being mailed. I so signify my 
consent by my signature below. 




This information has been MM* to *» 
from records whose cor^ertoityo protected 
by Federal Law. Federal Regulation (42 CFR. 
Part 2) prohibit you from makint any further 
disclosure of (UMgpMI» specific written 
consent of ttdHi * *»hom * P**!" 5 ' * 
as rttierwiselHMMW «w* regulations. A 
seneral auttwBPBir the release of 
medical or^^l«wmafioi» is MOT sufficient 
for this purpes* 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 

1531 WEST NINTH STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 
(213) 251-3200 




REDACTED 

(213) 251-3284 



October 30, 1987 



Rev. Michael Wempe 
Servants of the Paraclete 
Jemez Springs 
New Mexico 87025 



Dear Mike: 

I am planning to visit Jemez Springs in November — to 
arrive there on Wednesday, November 18, around 5-6 P.M. 

If it would be convenient for you, I would be most happy 
to bring you to dinner that evening. Dr. REDACTED w in 
set up some meetings on Thursday, and I will return to 
Los Angeles Thursday evening. 

REDACTED is currently planning to visit there beginning 

the evening of Thursday, November 19. 

I look forward very much to seeing you. Meantime, if 
you would like to talk to me ahead of time, please do 
not hesitate to call. My home number is REDACTED 

Fraternally yours, 



(Rev. Msgr.) Thomas' J. Curry 
Vicar for Clergy 



REDACTED 
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Jemcz Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 
October 30, 1987 



Most Reverend Roger Mahony, D.D. 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, California 90015 

Dear Archbishop Mahony: 

Here is the third report on Reverend Michael Wempe who is currently in the 
program at Foundation House. 
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Reverend Michael Wempe 
REDACTED 



(3) 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL 09/30/ 87 REDACTED Ph.D.): REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED" _ We talked about 

rationalization and how he has rationalized the hurt that he has done to kids. 
He initially took the stance that he could not see how he had hurt kids and my 
stance with him was essentially that everyone knows that one does not do sexual 
things with kids and that if he would show a video tape to anyone about what he 
did that th*i&**uld identify it as sexual and they would indentify that as 
wronz REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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Reverend Michael Wempe 



(6) 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 



Mike discussed the fact that 



he, in the times since our last meeting, has realized quite a number of things 
about himself that he had not realized before. He reports that he listened very 
carefully to the feedback that I was giving him and has now made contact with 
the parts of himself that he realizes that some of the things that he did with 
the kids were wrong and that they are his responsibility. REDACTED 



suggested that he may want to star t considering what sorts of restrictions h e 
coul d livewith it he were to return to active ministry and that it might be 
better ort tor tiim it ne were C6 maice up a list of his own restrictions before 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 



i 
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Reverend Michael Wempe (7) 
REDACTED 



Sincerely, 

(Very Rev.) Wm. (Liarn) Hoare, s.P., M. A. 
Director: Foundation House 

LH:ss 

I have read the above report and approve of its being mailed. I so signify my 
consent by my signature below. 

^/^J,^Sl ^jJ^^^ 



This information has been disclosed to yotr 
from records whose confidentiiJty is protect 
by Federal Law. Federal Regulation (42 CFft 
Part 2) prohibits yon from mtWnf any furthet 
disclosure of it without the specific written 
consent of the persoir to whom it pertains, or 
as otherwise permitted by such regulations. A 
general authorization for the release of 
medical or other information is MOT sufficienr 
for this purpose. 
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MEMORANDUM 



November 22, 1987 



To: Archbishop Mahony 

From: Magr. Thomas Curry 

Re: Father Michael Wempe 

I met with Mike, Father Liam Hoare, the new Director of Foundation House, 
Dr . REDACTED f Mike's therapist, andR^DACTED .REDACTED 
REDACTED Dr. REDACTED reported that, while Mike has had a great deal of 
difficulty with the Program, he has made very significant progress in the 
last three weeks. My experience of the meeting together with the attached 
indicate this is true. 

We spend a considerable amount of time discussing the confidentiality of 
the reports on Mike. At the beginning I stated I felt bound to share the 
attached with you despite his wish to have it destroyed immediately. He 
did not ask if I had seen the previous reports, and I did not indicate that 
I had. Neither did he ask if they had been destroyed. He is afraid the 
records will be sought by the courts at some time and that they could 
convict him. 1 stressed that, from a personnel point of view, the records 
constituted a protection and that, for future consideration of his case, 
the absence of records showing his response to therapy would be a 
hindrance. 

We discussed the possibility of legal problems in the future. He is very 
aware that what he did comes within the scope of the criminal law in 
California. Although I do not know the exact details, he told me that 
there was some sexual touching, although most of his activity would better 
be described as "cuddling. " He also mentioned that, with the exception of 
one boy, all the others involved are now over twenty-one. I encouraged him 
to contact a criminal lawyer to get a more exact evaluation of his legal 
status. Indeed, it is surprising the counselor Jie attended in California 
did not report him, and we agreed it would be better if Mike did not return 
to him. 

Both Mike and .Dr. REDACTED Bgr eed on the absolute necessity of his 
continuing ftf counseling. This presents us with a problem, but Mike is so 
aware of thrilled that he would be willing to go to a diocese in another 
state—something he would not have been willing to consider earlier in the 
Program. 

We discussed the possibility of his consulting a lawyer who would refer him 
to therapy, thus putting the reports under the protection of privilege or 
of finding a lawyer who is also a psychiatrist. 1 will investigate both 
possibilities. 

With regard to future placement, Mike presents a greater challenge than 

rredacted REDACTED discouraged campus ministry for the reason that minors 
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or students over eighteen but who are emotionally unformed attend college. 
Mike agreed with this assessment. On hospital ministry, the staff 
disagreed. Dr. REDACTED felt this would be suitable in that it involves a 
transient population, and Mike tends to get into trouble with long-term 
relationships. Father Hoare disagreed in that hospital ministry can involve 
minors and can provide for a good deal of physical touching with people in 
all stages of consciousness. I tend to agree with Dr. REDACTED in this 
case but asked them to continue to discuss this matter. We agreed that 
Adult Education and Engaged Encounter would be suitable activities. In 
general, I will look for areas of ministry where we are not able to provide 
a priest because of the shortage of clergy. 

In addition to the parishes listed, Hike mentioned Corpus Christi, Pacific 
Palisades as he gets on very well with REDACTED He is most attached to 

his dog, and I warned him this might limit his options. I will be in 
continued contact as he prepares to return. 
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Tun = 

ENCLOSED PLEASE FIND ft SUMMARY OF MY INPUT FOR OUR 
PLACEMENT MEETING. I HAVE DOUBLED SPACED IT SO THAT YOU 
CAN MAKE NOTES BEFORE OR DURING THE CONFERENCE. 



THANKS, 
NIKE 
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PLRCEMEHT 
CP.ev Michael WemPe.J 

I, Perspective: 

fl« MX main re a sons for beinS here a.t Foundation House were to deal with 
issues of sexuality and relationship with authority. 

B. Without minimizing either issue., it seems that both are symptoms of a 
deeper issue of my neediness. I have very deep felt needs for which I did 
not taKe responsibility. I felt it was the responsibility of others to 
fulfill those needs and thus ma.Ke me haP py. 

1 needed intimacy and tried to use others., including the boys, to fulfill 
that need. I told myself that I wa.s standing in for the boys fathers who 
were either absent or non-effective. I arn now aware that 1 was 
manipulating the boVs for my own needs which manifested thenvselvessexual IX 

It was also lacK of my own Persona. 1 resPonsabi 1 ity for my own life.- that 
led me to expect author- ity to always maKe me haPPV a.nd fulfill my needs. 
If authority did fulfill those needs.- ail went well,. If they did not • I 
found .areas for conflict. 

My time here at Foundation House has been most helpful in Setting 
touch with the areas of concern and Pain both for myself and the 
Flrchdiocese. I and the staff are aware., however, that the healing ; > :ss 
is not complete. Continued counselling is obviously indicated. 

II. My Goals : 
fi. Personal : 

Personal integrity, which for me means continued counselling -*.t 
I can ta.Ke adult responsibility for the management of my deepest tv • 
including intimacy and relationship with authority. 
B. Professional 
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fl Return to fruitful ministry in the Church. I am aware that this 
will most liKely mean special ized ministry for a time., but I would hofe to 
return to Parish worK in the future. 

Ill- Concerns 

fl. Diocesan Concerns : 

1. fl Period of limited and specialized ministry, which should haue 
specific restrictions about youth., both for my saKe and that of the 
Diocese . 

2. Due to the nature of the situation it might be best not to assi:3n. 
me to areas of Past <zoriaer-n such as the high desert and Parts of Ventura 
County 

B. My Concerns : 

1. Confidentiality - Reports from here destroyed., even this PaPer - 
P ersonne 1 board .. sup eru i sot- . 

2. Continued counselling - necessary - legal Problems? 

3. Spiritual Director REDACTED 

4. Support groups - rectory support., maybe men who haue been at this 
program (Possible to arrange?:?, and REDACTED 

5. Arrangements to Keep dog. 
6- Fear of BlacK neighborhoods. 

IV. Talents and Qualifications 
fl. Vocational 

Good Preacher, confessor and teacher. 

B . Intellectual 
Intelligent, a good writer, a fast typist. 

C . Eduoat i ona 1 

M.fi. from St. .Johns : almost M.S. from fit. St Mary's CM.,F. 
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D. Physical 

Good athlete Oolf.. tennis.. ba.sKetb.all> 

V. Thoughts on areas of immediate minis try <■'. with no youth involvement) 
R. Retreat uor-K 

Parish evening retreats., missions.. Marriage.. Engaged Encounters.. 
Curs i 1 lo. 

B. Propagation of Faith 

C. Newman Chaplaincy 

D. Areas where Priest needed but one not available in Past. 
Personnel/ fund raising, continuing ed. 

E. Office work 

F. Hospital work. 

VI. Long Term Ministry 
ft. Parish Ministry 

B. Catholic Charities - Finish M.S. at Mt St. Mary's with view toward 
counselling of divorcing or marriage counselling. This counselling is not 
immediately recommended by staff. 

VII. Random thoughts on residence - Possible in-built support 
fl. REDACTED - close to m y REDACTED 

B. REDACTED - p 3 . s t residence with him. 

C. REDACTED ' comfortable with him and trust him. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1 194 
(213) 251-3200 



OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERGY 
(Z13) 251-3284 



December 10, 1987 



Rev. Michael Wempe 
REDACTED 



Dear Mike: 

Recently I was referred to a Dr. REDACTED 
a psychiatrist who practices in REDACTED He is 

very experienced in counseling priests and conducts a 
priests' support group in San Bernardino. 

He would be open to coming to Los Angeles for the same 
purpose, and since the aftercare program at Cherry 
Valley does not seem to be operative, I would very much 
like to get such a group into operation here. 

Could you give me a call at your convenience and let 
me know your thoughts on this? 

I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely yours, 



(Rev. Msgr.) Thomas J. Curry 
Vicar for Clergy 
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Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 82^-3586 



December 23, 1987 



Most Reverend Roger Mahony, D.D. 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, California 90015 

Dear Archbishop Mahony, 

With the conclusion of the Foundation House Program, I would like to 
apprise you of my final recommendations relative to Fr. Michael Wempe. These 
are based on an overview and have been made in consultation with Staff 
observations. If there are any questions or comments, please feel free to 
contact me. 

REDACTED 



3) Future ministry - for the time being, he needs to be in a situation 
which will allow him to avoid all contact with minors and also help him stay 
away from the opportunity for forming manipulative relationships with people 
who are relatively vulnerable. This does not only apply to minors and is not 
only a sexual matter, but fits Into a pattern that Mike has been Involved in 
various points in his life. 

4) Conditions as set out In the meeting with Monslgnor Tom Curry such as: 
no physical contact with minors except to shake hands, never being alone with 
minors, etc. 



REDACTED 
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Our si nearest thanks for your confidence in our program. We stand ready 
to be of any possible assistance In the future. Prayerful best wishes for a 
blessed Christmas Season and a Happy New Year. 



Sincerely for Christ and His priests, 



^Zc^r If***,*/? 

(Very T?ev.> Liam J. Hoare, s.P., M.A., C.A.C. 
Director of Foundation Hous 
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5ERVAMT5 
of the 
PARACLETE 



Most Reverend Roger Mahony, D.D. 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, California 90015 

Dear Archbishop Mahony: 

Here is the final report on Reverend Michael Wempe who is currently in the 
program at Foundation House. 

REDACTED 



Mike had been the focus last week during my absence, and we also spent a good 
deal of time hearing from him again today. He said that he had had a real 
breakthrough in terms of how he viewed himself and his sexual behavior with 
minors and now feels evidently that he is able to take responsibility and 
recognize the potential for harm in his behavior. He certainly had never felt 
that as much of a possibility before. REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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Reverend Michael Wempe (2) 
REDACTED 
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Reverend Michael Wempe 
REDACTED 



(3) 
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My agenda for today was to present him with the necessity to give the diocese 
the opportunity to ask any questions about specifics in terms of his sexual 
involvements that they have the need to ask. I proposed to him that I call the 
personnel director to let him know that he will have the opportunity to ask any 
questions that he may have, to let him know that even though there has been no 
mention nor threat, no indication whatsoever of a lawsuit that there are some 
potential lawsuits out there so that they can be prepared to ask whatever 
questions they choose to ask or choose not to ask. Mike was agreeable to this. 
It was clearly not his first choice but he was willing to go along with, which 
I see as a real step for Mike and considerably more flexibility than he has 
displayed thus far. The plan then is to contact the diocese and offer them 
this opportunity when they come out here for the meeting. 

REDACTED 
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December 3. 1987 

am giving my permission for this final 
report to be sent. I have read it, except for the recommendations Fr. redacted 
redacted g^ded after my departure from the Foundation House program, and I 
approve of its being mailed. 




SI 

REDACTED 



DATE SIGNED 



This information has been disclosed to yon 
from records whose confidentiality is protected > 
by Federal Law. Federal Refutation (42 CFR. 
Part 2) prohibits you from maWnt any further 
disclosure of it without the specific written .j 
consent of the person to whom it pertains, or 
as otherwise permitted by such regulations. A i 
gumti authorization for the release of 
medical or other information is NOT sufficient 
tor this purpose. 
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REDACTED 




^ tf^/o ft^JLJ Crf"-^ -^t-o 
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Y°^**-\ . REDACTED 

. M*jft> 'jfef*'^' ) § ft ' REDACTED 

-n - ^ /»*c; c^C 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
Santa Barbara Pastoral Region 

3240 Calle Plnon 
Santa Barbara, California 93105 
805-6B2-0442 

REDACTED 



February 8, 1988 



Dear Tom, 

As per your request that I put in writing the revelations made to me 
recently about FR. MIKE WEMPE, I am jotting down these notes. 

Last week, two young men, REDACTED and REDACTED had dinner with me at 
their requ^st-^and revealed their facts and feelings. Both men are in their 
twenty's, is REDACTED and REDACTED is looking forward to being so. They 

seem to have "weathered the storm" of their experience with Mike fairly 
well. 

They indicated that when they were in their teenage years, young teens, 
Mike had several times molested them in his camper while on outing with 
them. REDACTED finally confronted Mike with this, even kicked him out of the 
bed once, which Mike had persuaded him to sleep in for lack of bed space, 

tin RCDAGTCD ,_ - 

and finally totally broke off anv communication with Mike. also spoke 

„ , J . . . , REDACTED 

of his experiences, similar to 

REDACTED 

I know the family well. was in the seminary at OLQA during my tenure 
there and we are very good friends. Their veracity is very strong in my 
view. 

REDACTED 

I have enclosed a letter I received yesterday from ' giving more of 
his feelings, since during our dinner-talk REDACTED did most of the talking. 

I ask you to keep this confidential to the extent that you can. I was unaware 
of this matter until recently, though there were occasional "rumors" of 
something like this. 



S-f nccrsl v vniirs in Ch-r-i ci- 

REDACTED 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
Santa Barbara Pastoral Region 

3240 Calle Plnon 
Santa Barbara, California 93105 
805-682-OW2 



REDACTED 



February 8, 1988 



„ REDACTED 

Dear 

As per your request that I put In writing the revelations made to me 
recently about FR. MIKE WEMPE, I am jotting down these notes. 

Last week, two young men, 'REDACTED ^ad dinner with me at 

their request and revealed their facts and feelings. Both men are in their 
twenty' s, REDACTED is REDACTED^ and — ° is looking forward to being so. They 
seem to have "weathered the storm" of their experience with Mike fairly 
well. 

They indicated that when they were in their teenage years, young teens, 
Mike had several times molested them in his camper while on outing with 
them. finally confronted Mike with this, even kicked him out of the 

bed once, which Mike had persuaded him to sleep in for lack of bed space, 
and finally totally broke off anv communication with Mike. REDACTED also spoke 
of his experiences, similar to REDACTED ■ 

I know the family well. B60AO ™. was in the seminary at OLQA during my tenure 
there and we are very good friends. Their veracity is very strong in my 
view. 

REDACTED 

I have enclosed a letter I received yesterday from , giving more of 
his feelings, since during our. dinner-talk REDACTED did most of the talking. 

I ask you to keep this confidential to the extent that you can. I was unaware 
of this matter until recently, though there were occasional "rumors" of 
something like this. 



REDACTED 
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T0:_ 




ROW ARCHBISHOP ROGER MAHOffY 



Date: ^d-ff 





PlSase reviewX/then SEE me 
Please revievn then RETURN to me 
Please review, then SEND me your COMMENTS 
Please review, then FILE 

Please handle this matter entirely 
Please answer*, send copy of letter to me 
Please write a reply for my signature 
For your information 



( ) Please XEROX and send copy/copies to: 



REMARKS: 



) original to file 
Y original back to me 
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MEMORANDUM 



DATE : March 14, 1988 



FROM : Monsignor Curry 



TO: File 



RE : Michael Wempe 



REDACTED . _ redacts, j redacted 

Had spoken to redacted^ He was in the Junior 

Seminary about REDACTED years ago and was abused by 
Mike Wempe. who was a family friend. His mother was 
the only one who knew about it and was and has been 
terribly upset about it. I told him the Archdiocese 
would pay for counseling, and he and his mother may go. 

He asked me if I would have any objection to his 
confronting Mike Wempe, and I said no. He did not 
want me to talk to him in advance. 

I explained that he had been through major treatment, 
and that he had responded well. Also, I explained he 
was in a controlled situation whereby he would not be 
in ministry to minors. 
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MEMORANDUM 



DATE 



April 26, 1988 



FROM 



Monsignor Curry 



TO 



Archbishop Mahony 



RE 



Meeting wi th REDACTED fl.CTED 



I had a long and very productive meeting with REDACTED yesterday. He 
meets on a monthly basis with six of our priests who have been in therapy 
at Jemez Springs. He appears to be getting along very well with them, 
and I have heard good reports from them about him. The following are 
some short comments on each of the priests: 



Mike Wempe ; Mike is making good progress, but he very much needs this 
therapy. He is most aware of his problems, but his difficulty is find- 
ing the emotional resources to control them. Of all the priests, Mike 
is the one Dr. REDACTED W ould see as being in most danger of getting in 
trouble again. 
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SEftWTS 
of the 
PARACLETE 



Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 



June 30, 1988 



THE MOST REVEREND ROGER MAHONY, D.D. 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
LOS ANGELES , CA 90015 



Your Excel lency, 

The Director of Foundation House, The Very Reverend Li am J. 
Hoare, s.P., in his capacity as Servant General of the Servants of 
the Paraclete, is presently conducting Visitation of the English 
Houses of the Community. On his behalf, I would like to express 
our gratitude for allowing FATHER MICHAEL WEMPE to take part in 
the AFTERCARE/FOLLOW-UP PROGRAM . 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the Reports of each of the 
Therapists. I feel that they are rather self-evident and speak to 
the issues in question. Fr. Liam met with each man personally and 
will be available for any further inquiries as of July 11th. 

Once more, we ask you to PLEASE DESTROY THESE PAGES AND ANY 
OTHER MATERIAL YOU HAVE RECEIVED FROM US. This is stated for your 
own and our legal protection. 

Again, our thanks for your Interest and consideration, and. 
for allowing us a part in the recovery process. The men in 
attendance expressed their sat i faction, and we feel that the 
renewed contact with fellow members is a needed source of 
evaluation and encouragement. Wishing you all the best for the 
summer, pith kind and prayerful regards, I remain 

Sincerely for Christ and His priests, 




(Rev.) Neil R. Sailer, T.O.R., J.U.L. 
Director of Villa Louis Martin 
Acting-Director of Foundation House 
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JACItLJ _ He's very caught up in the 

work at the hospital, derives enjoyment and self-satisfaction from that 
experience and feels like he really is beginning to settle in. We talked seme 
about the possibility of a C.P.E. program. I can see some real advantages to 
his taking a C.P.E. program to give him a little more security in what he is 
doing and a little more knowledge for implementing some of the things that he 
would like to take care of there. If this is something that he decides that he 
wants to do, it would certainly be my recommendation that he provided with that 
opportunity. Mike continues to do very well, has a good support system, is 
seeing lots of people, developing friendships, and taking care of his needs 
through these interactions with adults. I am most optimistic about the 
prospects for Mike. 



REDACTED 
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pRTFAqE OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 



To: The Professional Staffs of: Foundation House 

Servants of the Paraclete 



(505) 829-3586 
I hereby authorize you to provide: 



jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 ^V^""^* 




6- 1 



with a complete report of rqy Follow-up Workshop Week spent with the 
Servants of the Paraclete. The recipients of this material are also duly 
notified that once these documents have been read, THEY ARE TO BE DESTROYED OR 
RETURNED TO FR. LI AM HOARE, s.P., WHO WILL SEE TO THEIR DISPOSAL. This policy 
is mandated by present legal advisement and for the protection of the 
Individual, Bishop/Sur«rior. f -Dioceses/CaTiinunity, and our own Program. 



(Signature) 
REDACTED 

t&ignacure or wiliicso; 
(Date) 
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Michael Wempe December 27, 1988 

Mike came to see me today. I told him that REDACTED had been in touch 
with me and that he had received counseling. I also told Mike the 
Archdiocese would send him the bill for the counseling. He was concerned 
about possible legal action, and I told him there were no indications that 
would happen. 

I brought up his drinking — that it seemed strange in view of his health 
problems and that given the other circumstances of his life, drinking could 
be a grave problem. Asked him to go see REDACTED ne agreed to do 

so. 



He asked about the possibility of his going back to a parish. I asked him 
what the young men we discussed would do about that, and he was not aware 
they would be a problem. I explained that he would have to build up a 
track record before the question could even be considered. REDACTED 
REDACTED 



Mike Wempe; Mike will be considerably more difficult to place. His 
progress appears much more modest than RED *c TE _ D . May I call your 
attention to Dr . REDACTED comments beginning on page ten of the 
attached report. I will be most interested in the Program's 
assessment of him. Given his past, I don't think we can assign him 
to parish ministry, and there are no clear alternative options at the 
moment . 

The recent personnel changes do not appear to have disrupted the 
program there. However, their aftercare program seems to me to be in 
disarray. 
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Michael Wempe December 30, 1988 

Spoke to Dr. REDACTED today. Mike is working very hard, but 

his progress is relatively show. j) r< Redacted wor i, s towards a change in the 
structure of one's life. Mike's problems are very deep rooted and so his 
progress is slow. His style is primitive, and he was stunted in the early 
stages of growth. He is not out of danger, REDACTED 
REDACTED They have an agreement that he will 

limit his drinking to two drinks a day, and Mike seems to be keeping to 
that agreement. He is working very hard and doing better in the group. 



M -■■ -v 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 

1531 WEST NINTH STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 
(213) 251-3200 



OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERGY 

(213) 251-3284 



January 6, 1989 



Rev. Michael Wempe 
St. Ambrose Church 
1281 Fairfax Ave 
Los Angeles, CA 90046 



Dear Mike: 



Many thanks for coming to see me last week. In the 
course of our conversation, I mentioned that REDACTED 
had called me earlier in the year about a problem he had 
with you some time ago. I suggested he go to therapy 
and gave him the name of a therapist. Subsequently, the 
Archdiocese received and paid the enclosed bills. 

In matters of sexual misconduct or other problems involving 
clergy, the Archdiocese is firm in maintaining that it is 
the responsibility of the priest involved to assist the 
injured party. Therefore, in instances such as this, 
we ask that the priest be responsible for the cost of the 
therapy. For this reason I am forwarding the enclosed 
bills to you and asking that you reimburse the Archdiocese 
in the amount of $490. 

The last bill was for June 28, 1988 so I assume therapy 
is not continuing. If there are further requests for 
assistance, I will be sure to contact you about them. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter, and 
please do not hesitate to contact me if you have need 
for further information. 

Sincerely yourB in Christ, 



(Rev. Msgr.) Thomas J. Curry 
Vicar for Clergy 

mk 

Enclosure 



cc: Archbishop Mahohy 
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SAINZ AMl3ROS€ dbimcli 

1281 North Fairfax Avenue • Hollywood, California 90046 



18 January 1989 



Fr REDACTED 

REDACTED 



Dear Redacted 

Last night Fr. Mike Wempe came in to discuss 
with me a comment I had made to Msgr, Tom Curry about 
him. In our recent telephone conversation I had given 
you permission to quote me to Mike on that comment. 

I am very upset that Mike was given the im- 
pression that comments I made were in the form of a 
letter, rather than in casual conversaton with Tom. It 
is exactly this kind of miscommunication and careless- 
ness which can ruin the relationship and trust between 
priests - especially between those who live in the same 
house . 

I must say that it has only been Mike's maturity 
and willingness to discuss the situation which has saved 
me much heartache and anxiety. 

I thought you should know. 

Sincerelv Yours. 
REDACTED 



cc Fr. Mike Wempe 
Msgr. Tom Curry 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 

1531 WEST NINTH STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 
(213) 251-3200 



OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERGY 

REDACTED 



February 17, 1989 

Rev. Michael Wempe 
St. Ambrose Church 
1281 Fairfax Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90046 

Dear Mike: 



Many thanks for our meeting on Wednesday last, and for the 
very frank and candid exchange there.. 

As I stated, your good health is of paramount importance both 
to you and to the Archdiocese. This situation arose out of a 
concern with your drinking, and again I want to reiterate how 
potentially dangerous the consumption of alcohol is for you, 
and that a degree of consumption that for another person might 
pass unnoticed can have grave consequences for you. 

I do not wish you to feel spied upon, but we all do have to 
continue to monitor your appointment. In this, Father REDACTED 
REDACTED as pas tor of the parish, is in a somewhat unusual 
position, and I did not want him to be unduly pressured. Let 
me hasten to add that I understood REDACTED to say he did not feel 
any such pressure. 

As we proceed, I hope we can continue to focus on the positive, 
that you are performing -a valuable and productive ministry. 

Please be assured of my continued support and eagerness to 
assist you. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 



(Rev.. Msgr.) Thomas J. Curry 
Vicar for Clergy 

cc . REDACTED 

Archbishop Roger Mahony 



1859 



CCI 003395 



MEMORANDUM 



DATE: February 17, 1989 

FROM: Monsignor Curry 

rjiQ. Archbishop Mahony 

Kg . Mike Wempe 

REDACTED Mike, and I met last Wednesday in 

response to the attached letter from redacted . Earlier, 

redacted mentioned to me a concern about Mike's drinking, and 
I had asked REDACTEDto follow up on it. 

My concern, which I made clear to all, was that the central 
issue had to be the issue of drinking, and not how Mike's 
rights were violated or whether redacted had spoken or 

written a letter to me. 

In my conversations with redacted _ " about the priests who 
see him, he seems least sure of Mike, in that Mike has a 
great way to go in understanding responsibility, gaining 
true maturity, etc., and does need to be monitored. 
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MEMORANDUM 



DATE : September 15, 19 8 9 

CONFIDENTIAL 

FROM: Monsiqnor Thomas Currv 

TO: Archbishop Mahonv 

RE: Progress Report from Dr . REDACTED 

Dr. REDACTED called me today to say that, because of the progress 
made by several members of the group of priests he was meeting 
with, they have agreed with him that the group meeting is no 
longer necessary, but he will continue to see them individually. 



Mike Wempe : Mike is doing very well and does not need to 
continue to see REDACTED except as he feels the need to do so. 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(2I3) 251-3284 



1531 

West Ninth 
Street 



Los Angeles 

California 

90015-1194 



September 1, 1994 



Rev. Michael E. Wempe 

St. Ambrose Church 

1281 Fairfax Avenue 

Los Angeles, CA 90046-4433 

Dear Mike: 

I must begin this letter with an apoloev. I have been remiss in not sending you information 
regarding your group therapy withREDACTED 

As I am sure you know by now, the Los Angeles Times published a notice early this summer 
regarding REDACTED involvement in a professional matter that resulted in a review of his 
conduct by an investigatory Board. At that time, I was not sure whether the matter involved 
a revocation of his license or a period of probation that would have restricted his practice of 
therapy. 

I am sorry for not having written promptly to tell you at least that much, so that you would 
understand that his relationship with you and with the Archdiocese was under review. 

REDACTED 

Since then, our Legal Department has been studying the matter, and himself made 

available to me just last week all the material from the Board of Review that dealt with a 
matter of misconduct with one of his patients a number of years ago. Having now read that 
material, I am prepared to meet with him soon to consider the advisability of his continuing 
in his previous relationship with you and other priests of the Archdiocese. 

I can tell you that REDACTED has been most cooperative in disclosing the matter involved, and 
once I have talked ,it over with him I will be in touch with you for input before making a final 
decision. You can expect a letter or phone call from me within one month, so that we can 
resolve this matter, which has caused disruption to you, as well as confusion, I am sure, as 
regards your relations with him. 

With thanks for your patience, I remain 

Yours in Christ, 
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(Rev. Msgr.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 



Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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CLERGY DATABASE 

Last:Wempe TitlerRev. First: Michael MiddlerE. 

Color Green 

* rfdactfd letter to REDACTED He had 

02/08/88 Excerpts from ™CTED letter to 

dinner with two young men andKLUAU I bU . T&ey tola KhUA^itu u ZL 

Fr. had several times molested them in his camper while on outing with them, 
was in the Jr. Seminary when he was abused by Fr. who was a family friend. He 
Sent to therapy with REACTED 01/18/88 He was -We-^gj 1 ^ 1 ^ 

Mount Sinai Hospital. 09/11/96 Cell phone RED ACTED In add ^ ion to the 

car which the hospital has assigned te > him, Lie. No . REDACTED he also drives a 
truck redacted and REDACTED car, KtUA ^ ltu 
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Feb 15 02 11:40a 



MICHREL E. UEMPE 



REDACTED 



RCALA011449 

p. 2 




Cedars'Sinai Medical Center . 



REV. Mi( liAtL. Wl-Min:. M.A., S.T.B. 
C vrnoi.ic Chaplain 



February 15, 2002 



REDACTED 

CEO 

CEDARS - SINAI MEDICAL CENTER. 
Re: Retirement 
Dear Tom: 



fear and a lans* of ^^humss ^^^^J^^^ZTJ^f the souls 



suited to the task at hand 



wonder what life **wld be without the Medical Center. Today, iocgmwra» 

Zi^n JeS^th^ I had given more ^ nw^^M^^ 

> Itwebeen krving a difficult time controlling ^redacted Personal, p^nta^m-nousc 

are taking their tolL -..^.tanm and more of my assistance. She 

> REDACTED health* d» ^^^^^SS^^A'^^ 

is certainly not invalided, but is now on a cane and having «w* troucxe wuu ^ , 
Cardinal Mahony and I met bet Wednesday to Jscuss the* ^ * 

sun the good race "! 

Center and I both be continually blest by God 



RespgaMfy submitted: 

lE-Wempe 

cc . redacteREDACTED 
REDACTED 



Rev. Michael 1 



Fa.'fi NO. B»V1 jftov 1i!99> 
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REVEREND MICHAEL E. WEMPE 



Appointments 

St. J»hn Chrysostom, Inglewood - Associate 05/14/66 

St. Andrew, Pasadena - Associate 03/25/69 

St. Rose of Lima, Simi Valley - Associate 09/02/69 

St. Jude, Westlake Village - Associate 06/11/73 

Sacred Heart, Ventura - Associate 06/17/77 

Paraclete High School, Lancaster - Faculty 02/2 0/78 

St. Mary, Palmdale - Residence 02/20/78 

St. Sebastian, Santa Paula - Associate 07/09/84 

Sabbatical (Vatican II institute) 09/86 - 12/86 

St. Sebastian, Santa Paula - Administrator Pro-Tern 02/01/87 

Sick Leave - 07/01/87 

St. Ambrose, Los Angeles - Residence 01/18/88 

Cedars-Sinai Hospital, Los Angeles - Chaplain 01/18/88 - 02/15/2002 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Los Angeles - Residence 10/15/98 
Cathedral Chapel, Los Angeles - Residence 02/01/2002 
Retired, living privately 02/15/2002 
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MEMORANDUM 



TO: 



Cardinal Roger Mahony 



FROM 



Monsignor Craig A. Cox 



RE: 



Request of Father Wempe 



DATE: 



2 March 2002 



CONFIDENTIAL 



Father Wempe had previously agreed to do a wedding for some long time friends of his, currently 
scheduled on REDACTED a t St. John Neumann Parish, Irvine. 

He asked if he could do this wedding. He believes that if he were not to do it after having 
previously agreed to do so, it would draw comment and attention and questions. 

Father Wempe stressed that he will not accept any similar invitations in the future. 

As to my recommendation, I lean towards saying "yes" with the proviso that, in the unlikely and 
lamentable event of any press coverage naming him prior to the wedding, he would agree to back 
out. 

My other concern is that fact that the site of the wedding is in the Diocese of Orange. Would we 
need to clear this with Bishop Brown first? I could call Monsignor Urell and explore the matter 
with him. Please advise. 



Thank you. 
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March 7, 2002 



Cardinal Roger Michael Mahony 
Archdiocese Of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Blvd 
Los Angeles, CA 90010 



Ref: Rev. Michael Wimpe 
Dear Cardinal Mahony, 

I read with interest the Los Angeles Times article about the priests recently removed due to 
sexual misconduct with minors. I wanted to make sure the church was aware that that Rev. 
Michael Wimpe sexually abused me, and most likely other young/teenage boys during his tune 
spent at St. Judes Church in Westlake Village, and other parishes. Rev Wimpe molested me 
multiple times while he was located at St. Jude, another parish in Venture and while at the 
Catholic high school located in the Palmdale/Lancaster area. 

My abuse happened while I was 14 to 16 years old (roughly 1976 to 1978). It would happen 
during weekend trips to the mountains where he had arranged to use for a weekend, a cabin, and 
in a vacation trailer. The abuse consisted of: fondling of genitals, oral sex, masturbation, and 
other sexual acts. 

I have been in therapy for almost 10 years now, to deal with this and the problems resulting from 
his abuse and the environment at home, which enable him to be so successful. I should have 
written this letter many years ago to alert the church, and perhaps make more of a difference. 
The Sheriffs office of Los Angeles County has a report of this incident, since a therapist was 
required to report the crime. 

I would like to see the church work actively to address these types of complaints. I believe that 
priests who commit crimes should be held fully accountable including going to jail. In addition, 
it is vitally important that work needs to be done by the church to address "sexuality issues of 
priests and nuns (and lay-people in the church), prior to these people being allowed to work with 
kids. 

You of course can throw this letter out and act as if nothing has happened. However, I would 
suspect I am not the first to come forward regarding this individual, since the last I had heard, he 
was placed at Cedar Sinai Medical Center. Clearly, placing a priest at a Jewish hospital, when 
you are short of them, is an admission of a problem being kept under-wraps. 
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REDACTED 



I am continuing my therapy to re-claim what was damaged by my relationship with Rev. Wimpe. 
As a survivor, I will not allow the past to ruin my future; I work daily to make my marriage of 
almost 9 year's better, and to be the loving and caring father to RE _ DACTED _ that 
they deserve. I have not been to a church in many years, only for funerals and weddings. I 
continue to struggle with the concept of teaching religious values to my children. I am a person 
with strong moral values and good ethics, which I try and demonstrate in my life, whether at 
home or at work. I currently believe that my children will best be served by not having a formal 
religious education until they are old enough to determine who they are as a person, and what 
religion brings to their life. 

This issue has caused a great deal of anxiety in my life, REDACTED , and 

continues to today. I am saddened when I read about the church's slow response in Boston. I 
hope that the statistics listed in the article are not representative of the general population of 
priest in the United States (10% of the area priests have been accused of sexual or child abuse). 
However, I fear this is an under-reported statistic due to the stigma often associated with sexual 
abuse. Only people in your position have the power to make changes, to stop the denial and 
make healthy changes for the people you serve. 

I would like to ask of the church, what it intends to do to specifically address my abuse by Rev. 
Michael Wimpe. And what it intends to do to keep this from continuing in the future with other 
kids. 



Sincerelv. REDACTED 
REDACTED 
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Office of 3424 Los Angeles 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles Vicar for Clergy Wilshire California 

(2!3) (537-7 284 Boulevard 90010-Z24I 



March 12, 2002 



Reverend Michael Wempe 
REDACTED 



Dear Mike: 

I am glad I was able to chat with you briefly on the phone tonight. This letter is to put on paper 
the arrangements that have been made for your- retirement. I hope that the release from the 
stresses of your ministry will enhance the quality of your health, and also enable you to better 
care for your mother in her old age. 

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $5,000 to assist- you with transition expenses. 
REDACTED 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 



Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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COPY 



Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213)637-7284 



3424 

Wilshire 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 

California 

90OI0-Z24I 



March 27, 2002 



REDACTED 



DearREDACTED 

Cardinal Mahony has asked that I reply to your moving letter of March 7, 2002 that was post 
marked March 25. Thank you for writing. Let me first assure you that Father Michael Wempe is 
no longer in active ministry. 

Your therapist was right to report the incidents you described to the Los Angeles County 
Sheriffs Department. We are referring those who suffered abuse in the past to Detective Dale 

REDACTED ! 0 f the Los Angeles Police Department. If you wish to make a report beyond that 
already submitted by your therapist, we encourage you to call DetectiveREDACTED 

REDACTED 

Like you, we want to take all steps to protect others, especially children, from misconduct by any 
Church minister. To strive to prevent sexual misconduct, we recently finished a series of training 
sessions for priests and have additional ones scheduled for other ministers. The personal, 
psychological and background screening efforts introduced into the seminary in the last decade 
are extensive. Also, please find enclosed a copy of a brochure that was developed by our 
advisory board over the last several years that we are distributing to our parishes and other 
institutions. 

If you were resident in the Los Angeles area, I would invite and encourage you to meet with two 
of our officials to tell your story so that we can obtain further information about your experiences 
with Father Wempe. Should you have occasion to be in Los Angeles in the near future, I would 
be happy to arrange this. If you will not be out here, yet wish to take advantage of an opportunity 
to tell your story to us more fully, I can also make arrangements though your local diocese to 
have them designate someone to meet with you. Please let me know if you wish to do this. 

You asked how we might specifically address the abuse you experienced. We do have provisions 
to assist with the therapy needed by any person mistreated by priests oi ^ther Church masters- 
Should you wish to explore this possibility, please phone SisterREDACTEDf orREDACTED 

REDACTED atREDACTED 
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-2- 



Let me conclude by apologizing. No one, child or adult, should ever suffer victimization a 
hands of a minister of the Church. While we cannot undo history, we can and are learning 
it in order to make every effort to protect others in the future. 

Thank you again for writing. May God bless you. 



Sincerely yours, 




enclosure: Respecting the Boundaries 



cc: 



.REDACTED 
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OFFICE OF THE VICAR FOR CLERGY 
REDACTED 

TO: 
FROM: 

RE: Reverend Michael Wempe 

DATE: March 29, 2002 

Father Michael Wenroe will be retiring before age 65 due to medical reasons. 
REDACTED 

Thank you for taking note of this information. 
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MEMORANDUM 

OFFICE OF THE VICAR FOR CLERGY 



TO: 
FROM: 
RE: 
DATE: 



REDACTED 



Father Michael Wempe 
March 29, 2002 



On February 15, 2002, Father Michael Wempe was granted early retirement due to 
' T . . u tt i_ REDACTED redacted 

medical reasons. He is sixty-two years old. He was born on 



REDACTED 



3 April 2002 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

Archdiocesan Catholic Center 

3424 Wilshire Boulevard 

Los Angeles, California 90010-2241 

RE: NOTICE OF LEGAL INTEREST IN FILES RE MICHAEL WEMPB 

Dear REDACTED 

This letter will inform you that I have been retained to represent the above- 
named individual in all respects concerning an investigation of misconduct 
alleged to have occurred while he was a Priest within the Los Angeles 
Archdiocese. 

It is possible during the course of any such investigation that government 
agencies, attorneys, or other people will request access to any copies of files 
that may be in the possession, custody, or control of the Archdiocese 
respecting my client, his personnel records, or any record of any discipline, 
investigation, or proceeding the Archdiocese conducted relative to my client. 

My client has important legal interests in any such files, derived from his 
various Constitutional rights. PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT HE OBJECTS TO 
THE RELEASE OF ANY INFORMATION THAT CONCERNS HIM OR ANY 
INVESTIGATION ABOUT HIM. So that his legal rights may be protected, 
please give me prompt notice of any request for such records, whether the 
request is informal, written or oral, or in the nature of a subpoena, discovery, 
or any other legal process. I will then be able to take appropriate legal action to 
enforce my client's many legal rights. Thank you for your assistance in this 
regard. 

Very truly yours, 

REDACTED 
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RFDACTPD 

REDACTED 



April 4, 2002 

Rev. Monsignor Craig A. Cox 

The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

3424 Wilshire Boulevard 

Los Angeles, CA 90010-2241 

Dear Monsignor Cox: 

REDACTED 



Sincerely, 
REDACTED 



Enclosure 



J-? TT* (T" 1 J\ 7"f7* "p^ 

APR 8 ajj/ 
BY:_ 



4/4/02g: \gb\3r_vp\letter3\gftljwempe_mergejtr.doc' 



B700 Beverly Blvd. ■ Los Angeles, CA 90048 
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LOS '<UvGE-.ES TIMES 



MAHONY: Cardinal Now 
Regrets Transfer of Priest 



Continued from Al 

have been out of the priesthood." 

Mahony said he did not report 
Wempe's abuse allegations to po- 
lice at the time. He assigned 
Wempe to Cedars-Sinai, where he 
worked from 1988 until last month, 
when Mahony forced him to retire 
under his recent "zero tolerance" 
policy against maintaining abusers 
in the church. 

Mahony said he recently gave 
Wempe's name to the Los Angeles 
Police Department to review past 
allegations against him. 

Wempe, 62, could not be reached 
for comment Friday. He had been 
living at a church parish attached 
to a school south of Hancock Park, 
according to a parish directory and 
interviews, but has since moved to 
Seal Beach. 

Cedars-Sinai officials said they 
learned Friday about past allega- 
tions against Wempe. Grace 
Cheng, spokeswoman for Cedars- 
Sinai, said officials contacted the 
archdiocese earlier this week after 
inquiries from The Times. Repre- 
sentatives of the archdiocese met 
Friday with top officials of Cedars- 
Sinai 

"There were absolutely no com- 
plaints or claims or any issues of 
impropriety or misconduct" while 
Wempe was at the hospital, Cheng 
said. 

Hospital officials described 
Wempe as well-liked. Mahony said 
he attended a; luncheon in the 
chaplain's honor a couple of years 
ago. A retirement party scheduled 
for this month was canceled at 
Wempe's request, officials said. 

"To the best of our knowledge 
. . . this particular priest was func- 
tioning very well and effectively," 
Mahony said. "As far as we know; 
there was never a hint" of any im- 
propriety at the hospital. 

On Wednesday, two brothers, 
now grown, filed a lawsuit in 
Orange County Superior Court al- 
leging they had been sexually 
abused by Wempe from about 1976 
to 1985. The suit also names the 
archdiocese, alleging that senior 
priests knew— or should have 
known— of Wempe's misconduct 
but failed to intervene. 



Brothers Say Transfers 
Didn't Stop the Abuse 

In an interview Friday with their 
attorney present, Mark and Lee 
Bashforth, who asked that their 
names be published, said the abuse 
began in a Ventura County parish 
and continued as Wempe was 
transferred to other area churches. 
Both men said they only recently 
remembered the abuse. 

"I was 8 or 9 years old and I am 
staying in the rectory in his room 
overnight, where there is only one 
bed," said Lee Baghforth, 32. 

Archdiocese officials had not 
seen the lawsuit and would not 
comment Friday. 

Mahony said he believed a thera- 
pist Wempe saw in 1987 reported 
the case to authorities, but the car- 
dinal was not certain. A source with 
knowledge of the case said allega- 
tions about Wempe were reported 
to the archdiocese in 1987 or 1988. 

The Los Angeles Archdiocese is 
among a number of Roman Catho- 
lic ministries enmeshed in the 
widening sex abuse scandal. Re- 
cent and decades-old accusations of 
abuse by priests and others affili- 
ated, with the church began draw- 
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Father Michael Wempe, seen in 
1966 photo, was ordered to a 
treatment center in the 1980s. 

ing national attention after highly- 
publicized cases in Boston earlier 
this year. 



memory, the mind does not let you 
recall these things," Mark Bash- 
forth said. "[Wempe] gave a bless- 
ing in Lee's wedding ceremony. He 
did that knowing what he had done; 
to my brother. How could he carry ! 
on this charade?" j 

R. Richard Farnell, a Newport! 
Beach attorney representing the: 
brothers, said Wempe had a his- 
tory of abuse that was ignored by, 
the archdiocese. 

! The church concealed the truth! 
about this priest for decades, mov-j 
ing him from parish to parish, with- 1 
out any thought for the children,"; 
Farnell said. "There are going to bei 
other victims out there. A pedo-! 
phile does not just do this once." j 
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The Times reported in March 
that six to 12 priests had been dis- 
missed by Mahony in February for 
past sexual abuse of minors. Ma- 
hony, under growing pressure to 
reveal details about the cases, 
would say only that "a few" priests, 
almost all of them retired, were in- 
volved. 

On Friday, Mahony continued to 
refuse to name priests accused of 
sexual abuse, repeating earlier 
statements that he has been asked 
by two victims not to divulge the 
priests' names. 

For the first time, however, Ma- 
hony clarified the number of 
known sex abuse cases. He said 
seven cases allegedly occurred be- 
fore 1997, four in the last five years 
and another four were connected to 
priests who have since left the min- 
istry and cannot be found. There 
were also a smaller group of alleg- 
edly abusive priests who are now 
dead, Mahony said. 

In a 90-minute interview, con- 
ducted Friday afternoon in the resi- 
dence receiving room of the new 
downtown cathedral, Mahony said 
the cases "gnaw" at him. He said 
he has trouble sleeping when he 
thinks about the victims. 

"I keep reaffirming my own 
pledge to do everything in my 
power to make sure no one is 
harmed by the church," Mahony 
said. "That's what keeps me up at • 
night: real sadness, sorrow, devas- 
tation." 



Priest Was Trusted 
Friend of the Family 

Mark Bashforth said that 
Wempe, who was a trusted family 
friend, began molesting him when 
• he was 12. Then Wempe turned his 
attentions to Lee, who was 8, the 
brothers claim. They allege they 
were molested on overnight trips 
and during other activities. 

Lee Bashforth said he recalled the 
abuse, which he had suppressed 
from his memory, about a month 
ago, watching coverage of the grow- 
ing sex scandal. He said he had al- 
lowed Wempe to help officiate at his 
wedding ceremony last year. 

"Do you think I'd let him any- 
where near my wedding, if I had re- 
membered?" Lee said. 

After recalling the abuse, Lee 
Bashforth said* he called Mark, 39, 
and they began to sob together on 
the telephone. 

"Because it such a traumatic 
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'Fourteen years [later] is so different If that had 
been today, he would have been out of the 

priesthood.' 

Cardinal Roger M. Mahony, on Father Michael Wempe 
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Statement for Weekend Masses at St. Mary, Palmdale 

April 20-21, 2002 
Regarding Redacted and Father Michael Wempe 

As you may have learned from recent press reports, there have been allegations of past 
inappropriate behavior with minors on the part of Father Michael Wempe and REDACTEC 
redacted N ews 0 f the abuse of our young people and the betrayal of the role of a priest is 
always very distressing. 

REDACTED 



Father Wempe was also removed from priestly ministry. He served on the faculty of 
Paraclete High School and was in residence here at St. Mary's from 1978 until 1984. 

If any parishioners have information to report that might assist in any police 
investigation, please contact [please insert the name and location of the police/sheriff 
department that serves your community}. We encourage you to do so. 

In light of the need to protect our children, I wish to make you aware of the steps the 
Archdiocese is taking to provide help in this difficult situation. First, I invite any other 
person who might have been mistreated by Father Michael Wempe or by REDACTED 
to inform me or to inform the Assistance Ministry Office of the Archdiocese as soon as 
possible. This will enable us to extend appropriate pastoral care to anyone harmed by 
them and also report that misconduct to the appropriate authorities. Next week at the 
conclusion of Mass, we will distribute copies of the brochure, Respecting the Boundaries: 
Keeping Ministerial Relationships Healthy and Holy. This brochure contains important 
information about sexual misconduct, and includes the telephone of the Assistance 
Ministry Office. 

Additionally, we are making information available through the parish offices (rectory, 
school and religious education program) on child abuse prevention, counseling agencies 
and other community resources. 

Our faith teaches that children are precious in God's eyes. Let's work together to make 
our homes, parishes and schools safe-havens for all our children. 
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Declaration para las Misas del Fin de Semana en Santa Maria, Palmdale 

20-21 de abril 2002 
Acerca de REDACTED y Padre Michael Wempe 

Quizas ya saben por los reportes de los medios de comunicacion que se han hecho 
alegaciones de conducta inapropiada en el pasado de parte de Padre Michael Wempe y 
REDACTED Las noticias del abuso de nuestros jovenes y la traicion del papel del 

sacerdote siempre nos angustian. 

REDACTED 



El Padre Wempe tambien fue removido del ministerio sacerdotal. El sirvio en la facultad 
de la escuela secundaria Paraclete y estuvo en residencia aqui en Santa Maria desde el 
1978 hasta el 1984. 

Si algun parroquiano tiene informacion que quiera reportar y que pueda servir a las 
policias en alguna investigation, por favor comuniquese con [please insert thename and 
location of the police/sheriff department that serves your community.} Les invitamos que 
lo hagan. 

Con el proposito de cuidar a nuestros ninos quiero hacerles saber los pasos que esta 
tomando la Arquidiocesis para ayudar en esta muy dificil situation. Primero, si alguna 
persona fue maltratada por el Padre Michael Wempe oREDACTED le invito a esa 
persona que me informe al respecto o le informe a la Oficina de Ministerio de Asistencia 
lo antes posible. Esto nos facilitara extenderles la ayuda pastoral mas apropiada a 
cualquier persona que haya sido dafiada por ellos, y mas, nos ayudara reportar la mala 
conducta a las autoridades apropiadas. En la proxima semana les repartiremos despues de 
las Misas el folleto titulado Respetar los Limites! Mantener las Relaciones Ministeriales 
Sanasy Santa. Este folleto contiene importante informacion sobre el tema de abuso 
sexual, mas incluye el numero telefonico del la Oficina del Ministerio de Asistencia. 

Ademas les haremos disponibles a todos ustedes informacion a traves de las oficinas de la 
parroquia (rectoria, escuelas, y programas de catequesis) programas de prevention de 
abuso de menores, agendas de consejeria, y otros recursos comunitarios. 

Nuestra fe nos ensefia que nuestros hijos son preciosos en los ojos de Dios. Trabajemos 
todos juntos para ser de nuestros hogares, parroquias y escuelas refugios seguros para 
todos nuestros ninos. 

REDACTED 
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SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE REPORT 
To be Completed by Reporting Party 



B. Victim 



A. Case Identification 

To be completer! hv Invemtiaatina CPA 

REDACTED / /, j 
Victim Name: - -i&zi 

Report NoiCase Name: : — 

Date of Report: 



NAME/TITLE 



"REDACTED 

f 

0 



ADi 



1\ 



REDACTED 



| PHONE 


| DATE OF REPORT 


BIRTHDATE 


SEX 


RACE 


REDACTED 











C. Call 



X 



REDACTED 



OFFICIAL CONTACTED,-. ^ . PTrn P^NE „ 

REDACTED ' REDACTED REDACTED 



DATE/TIME 



D. Other Parties 



NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE) 



ADDRESS 



REDACTED 



NAME OF CHURCH OR SCHOOL 



ADDRESS AT TIME OF. INCIDENT 



DATE/TIME OF INCIDENT 



PLACE OF INCIDENT 



(Check One) Occurred U Observed U 



TYPE OF SEXUAL ABUSE: 



"REDACTED 



NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION: 



F. Perpetrator Information 



Signed : 
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SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE REPORT 
To be Completed by Reporting Party 



B. Victim 



A. Case Identification 

p REDACTED ^ 
Victim Name: . 
Report NoJCMe Name: - 
Daiesf Report 



•NAME/TITLE 



, REDACTED 



ADD REDACTED 



I PHONE ' 

REDACTED 



DATE OF REPORT 



BIRTHDATE 



SEX . 



RACE 



C. Call 



REDACTED 



I OFFICIAL CONTACTED 
REDACTED ' _ 

D. Other Parties 



PHONE /' DATE/TIME 

-REDACTED 



NAME (LAST. FIRST. MIDDLE:) 



ADDRESS 



or Recur i (V>ATinu nc 

REDACTED 

rwiYit ur uiuKtai ok suhuu. 



pwrvi 



ADDRESS AT TIME OF INCIDENT 



(QiackOne) Occurred U Observed t_) 



DATE/TIME OF INCIDENT 



PLACE OF INCIDENT 



TYPE OF SEXUAL ABUSE: 



REDACTED 



NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION: 



F.Perpetrator Information 




Signed . 
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U.S. Mail and Fax 



RE: PRIVACY OF CLIENT'S FILES / ASSERTION OF PRIVILEGES 
MY CLIENT: FATHER MICHAEL WEMPE 

Dear REDACTED 

I am informed that, in your position as outside counsel for the Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Los Angeles, you are in the process of reviewing the personnel files, including the so- 
called "C-files," pertaining to my above-named client. I am further informed that may 
disclose certain information found within my client's files to the Los Angeles Times, and 
possibly other media entities. 

On my client's behalf, I vehemently object to such disclosure and demand that you take all 
steps necessary to prevent such an action. My client has a Constitutional Right of Privacy 
that clearly applies to every piece of information in his files. Much of the information is 
further protected by other specific privileges and statutes, including, but not limited to, the 
Attorney-Client Privilege, Therapist-Patient Privilege, Civil Code 56.20, 42 USC 290 (dd) 
(2), and the Consumer Records Act. Some of those statutes provide for specific civil 
penalties against the person who violates them by making an unlawful disclosure. 

Virtually everything found within the sensitive "C-file" is protected by the Attorney-Client 
Privilege, which mv client holds equally with the Archbishop under the rules of 
Chadbourne v. Superior Court and Upjohn v. United States, decided by the California and 
United States Supreme Courts respectively. As an attorney, you are obligated to assert 
that privilege at every peril to yourself, and owe that duty as much to my client as to your 
own. 

I do not pretend to know Canonical Law, but I have been informed by more than one 
canonical lawyer that canonical law also protects the contents of these files, and a breach 
of those canons would be a serious matter. 

Your threatened action would constitute a grave violation of my client's rights, for which 
you could incur actionable liability. 



28 June 2002 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 



254812 



In the light of the foregoing, I trust you will reconsider your proposed action -and 
respect the privacy, privileges, and rights of my client. He does not wish to feed the 
media frenzy with any information from his private files, and forbids you to do that. 

/ I would be happy to discuss the matter with you at your convenience. 

Very truly yours, 

REDACTED 7 
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REDACTED 




7/1/2002 



Cardinal Roger Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
555 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA90012 



Re: Compensation for Sexual Abuse by Father Michael Wempe 



Dear Cardinal Mahony: 



As we discussed in Dallas, I am formally requesting compensation from the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles for physical damages including, but not limited to emotional stress and depression from 
the sexual abuse. For the specifics of the actual events, I would refer you to the report of sexual 
abuse (of a minor child) filed with the Los Angeles Sheriffs Department, in late May. 

Since putting a dollar figure to these damages is difficult given the limited information available, 
I have created a list of the major damages (not comprehensive, but a start) and assigned them a 
dollar value, realizing that money does not heal, but that compensation is a real part of restitution 
in the sense of "making right" a past wrong. 



Damages related to the following issues 

Depression, Sleep disorder, Stress & Anxiety - $500,000 

1 5 years of failed personal relationships - $200,000 

Loss of Faith and trust in God - $200,000 

Division and mistrust within my family of origin - $150,000 
Marital problems around personal and sexual intimacy - $200,000 

Struggles with issues of self-worth - $200,000 

Loss of innocence regarding sexual abuse - $400,000 

Years of therapy related to my abuse - $ 1 50,000 

Future Issues 

Depression, Sleep disorder, Stress & Anxiety - $100,000 

Continued therapy - $100,000 
Continued Medical treatment and the negative 

insurance related issues due to treatment - $100,000 

$2,300,000 
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REDACTED 



I believe this figure represents a trade-off for all involved, reducing the emotional and legal costs 
associated with such a settlement. This settlement would allow me the resources to offer my time 
to you on a larger scale to help with the actions to bring about changes in the Church and the 
parishioners that would end this kind of issue for the Church in the United States. I worked the 
numbers out from the components as listed and checked the bottom line with recently awarded 
court case (subtracting the attorney's fees) and it seems in line with current jury considerations 
for past abuse. 

I look forward to working with you to reach an arrangement that will be suitable to all and enable 
us to work closer on issues related to victims and changes in the Church. Please advise me as to 
the next steps in this process, as I would like this to move forward and not slow any participation 
I could have with the Church in dealing with sexual abuse by priests. 

Best Regards, 
REDACTED 
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IN THE COURT OF APPEAL OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
SECOND APPELLATE DISTRICT 
DIVISION THREE 

REDACTED 

etal., . ) 



Petitioners, 



v. 



SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA, FOR THE COUNTY OF 
LOS ANGELES, 

Respondent, 



No. B160315 

(LASCNo. 
BH001298) 



*0 



) 
) 
J 



PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, ) 
Real Party in Interest. ) 



Original proceedings 
from the Superior Court of Los Angeles County 
The Honorable Dan Thomas Old, Judge 

MOTION FOR EARLY FINALITY 

REDACTED 



REDACTED 



Deputy District Attorneys 

Appellate Division 

320 West Temple Street, Suite 540 

Los Angeles, California 90012 

Telephone: (213) 974-5914 

Attorney for Real Party in Interest 254786 
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DECLARATION OF 1 cu 

I/REDACTED declare: 

1. I, REDACTED declare that I am an attorney 
licensed to practice law in California, and I am employed by the Office of 
the District Attorney of Los Angeles County. I am assigned to the Sex 
Crimes Division of the District Attorney's office, and I am the Assistant 
Head Deputy of that Division. As the assistant head deputy, my duties 
include assisting in the day-to-day supervision of the deputies assigned to 
the Sex Crimes Division. 

2. The Sex Crimes Division has asked the Los Angles County. 
Grand Jury to Conduct an investigation into allegations of sexual abuse of 
children which Petitioners are alleged to have committed while employed 
as priests by the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles. I, together 
with my head deputy RE D ACTE D am assisting in that investigation. 
In furtherance of the grand jury investigation, grand jury subpoenas were 
served on the Custodian of Records for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
requiring production of some of Petitioner's employment records. The 
records requested are those that relate to allegations of sexual abuse of 
children. The Archdiocese turned the records over to the superior court in 
compliance with the subpoena, but the Petitioners moved to quash the 
subpoenas and made other objections to turning the records over to the 
grand jury. The superior court held a hearing on the Petitioners motions 
to quash, and overruled those motions. The superior court also deferred 
ruling on some of Petitioners' contentions with respect to privileges. The 
Petitioners have filed a petition with this court, contending that the grand 
jury subpoenas should have been quashed. This court has stayed all 
proceedings pending its review. Before this court had issued its stay, the 
superior court had begun a review of the subpoenaed documents to 
determine which were relevant to the subpoenas, and to separate those that 
are potentially subject to privilege from those that are not. When this court 
issued its stay, the superior court suspended its review of the documents 
pending finality of this court's decision. 

3. After this court granted review, the People filed a criminal 
complaint charging petitioner, REDACTED ; with 26 counts of child sexual 
abuse. 
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4. On December 2, 2002, this court issued its decision 
denying the petition for writ of mandate, however, until that decision 
becomes final, and the time for Supreme Court review has passed, further 
proceedings in the superior court with regard to review of the subpoenaed 
documents and litigation of issues regarding privacy and privileges cannot 
go forward. 

5.1 have reviewed the statute of limitations applicable to each 
of Petitioner's cases (Pen. Code, § 803, subd. (g)), and have determined 
that the statute of limitations with regard to the allegations involvine 
Michael %. expire in April of 2003. the allegations against REDACTED 
were not covered by Penal Code section 803, subdivision (g), and the 
statute of limitations had expired as to those allegations by the time the . 
allegations were reported to authorities. A grand jury investigation in 
redacted case was nevert h e i ess mtferway to determine whether there are 
other offenses that may be charged. , 

6. In order that the statute of limitations not expire in the case 
Michael W., it is vital that the superior court complete its review of the 
documents, all litigation with respect to those documents be completed, and 
the grand jury complete its investigation before April of next year. For 
these reasons, it is important that this court's decision be final at the earliest 
possible date. In addition to the subpoenas issued in the Petitioners' cases, 
there have been 14 additional subpoenas issued for records of other priests, 
former priests and employees of the Archdiocese of Los Angles, and the 
superior court has ordered that any action on those cases be stayed pending 
the results in this case. The statute of limitations is ninning on 9 of those 
cases as well, and will expire in March, April and May of 2003. 

Executed December 6, 2002, at Los Angeles, California. 

REDACTED 



Deputy District Attorney 



4- 

254788 



tXHIBIT 



CCI 003429 



RCALA 011476 



REDACTED 



Have taken him off payroll. Both AB and I wrote to him recently. You 
may be hearing from him. 



REDACTED 



' <ji, Wempe, Michael St. Ambrose Church, Los Angeles 

Mike is in need of some kind of supervision. Would be good to check 
with him and have him go see Dr. Redacted at x east ou a quarterly basis. 
Would be very reluctant to make him a pastor. 
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Message ) .. Page 1 of 1 



REDACTED 

From: REDACTED 

Sent: Thursday, June 19, 2003 9:43 AM 
To: REDACTED 

Subject: Fr. REDACTED -ailed for Msgr. Cox REDACTED 
I called Msgr. Cox and passed the information along to him at 9:40 am this morning. 

Fr. Mike Wempe has been arrested and is in Twin Towers under a 2 million dollar bail. He faces what pr. REDACTED 
said is 300 counts. Fr. Wempe's attorney is REDACTED . His phone number is REDACTED , He works with 

REDACTED 

Msgr. Cox is going to call Fr. Wempe's attorney and then try to contact |RED ACTED 
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TO : All Members of the Presbyterate 

FROM: Monsignor Craig A. Cox 

RE: Arrest of Father Michael Wempe 

DATE: 19 June 2003 



My brothers, 

It is my sad duty to report to you that Father Michael Wempe was arrested today on charges 
related to sexual misconduct with minors. 

I ask that you please keep everyone involved in your prayers. 
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--t " ■ i; IN THE MUNICIPAL COURT OF MALIBU JUDICIAL DISTRICT, 

COUNTY OP T ~>S ANGELES , STATE OF CALIFC "\IA 
' NO - SA049132 , / PAv.J NO. 1 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA VS.' CURRENT DATE 08/05/03 

DEFENDANT 01: MICHAEL WEMPE 

DOB 11/01/39 OLN F0793210 CA VLN 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY EFFECTING ARREST : LASD - LOST HILLS STATION 

BAIL: APPEARANCE AMOUNT DATE RECEIPT OR SURETY COMPANY REGISTER 

DATE OF BAIL POSTED BOND NO. NUMBER 

CASE FILED ON 06/23/03. 

COMPLAINT FILED, DECLARED OR SWORN TO CHARGING DEFENDANT WITH HAVING 
COMMITTED, ON OR ABOUT 11/21/77 IN THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, THE FOLLOWING 
OFFENSE (S) OF: 
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CASE NC-. SA04913 2 PAGE NO. 2 

DE? NO. ' 01 • D £ PRINTED 08/05/0: 

COUNT' 42 : 288A(B) (1) PC FEL - ORAL COPULATION W/PERS UND 18. 
NEXT SCHEDULED EVENT: 

OS/23/03 830 AM .ARRAIGNMENT DIST MALIBU DIV 001 



ON 06/23/03 AT 830 AM IN MALIBU DIV 001 

CASE CALLED FOR ARRAIGNMENT 
PARTIES.: REDACTED (JUDGE) REDACTED (CLERK) 

REDACTED (REP) REDACTED (DA) 

DEFENDANT IS PRESENT IN COURT, AND REPRESENTED BY KfcUAU I tU PRIVATE 

COUNSEL 
BAIL SET AT $2,0 0 0,00 0 

DEFENS MOTION TO DENY MEDIA COVERAGE IS DENIED. 

NO VISUAL MEDIA COVERAGE WILL BE ALLOWED ON DEFENDANT. 

DEFENSE MOTION TO CONTINUE TO PREPARE FOR ARRAIGNMENT IS GRANTED 

DISCOVERY GIVEN TO DEFENSE ATTORNEY TODAY. TIME WAIVED 

DEFENSE ARGUMENT HEARD REGARDING BAIL . MOTION TO REDUCE DENIED. 
SHOULD DEFENDANT BE RELEASED ON BAIL AS PRESENTLY SET, DEFENDANT 
IS ORDERED TO OBEY ALL LAWS; STAY AWAY FROM ALL NAMED VICTIMS , £= 
WITNESSES IDENTIFIED IN THE DISCOVERY AND MINORS. 

NO PERSONAL CONTACT WITH VICTIMS, WITNESSES, AND MINORS. 

MEDICAL ORDER SIGNED AND FORWARDED TO THE SHERIFF'S TIME. 
NEXT SCHEDULED EVENT: 
UPON MOTION OF DEFENDANT 

07/08/03 830 AM ARRAIGNMENT DIST MALIBU DIV 001 

CUSTODY STATUS : REMANDED TO CUSTODY 

ON 06/26/03 AT 830 AM IN MALIBU DIV 001 

CASE CALLED FOR BAIL REVIEW 
PARTIES : REDACTED (JUDGE) REDACTED (CLERK) 

REDACTED <Rep) REDACTED < DA > 

DEFENDANT IS NOT PRESENT IN COURT, BUT REPRESENTED BY REDACTED PRIVATE 
... COUNSEL 

DUE TO A SUPREME COURT RULING MADE TODAY RE: THE ISSUES IN 
THIS CASE THE DEFENDANT IS RELEASED O.R. 
THE SAME TERMS OF BAIL PREVIOUSLY IMPOSED ARE NOW A 
CONDITION OF O.R. 

RELEASE # AA000264 IS ISSUED. 

THE DATE OF 7-8-03 REMAINS ON CALENDAR FOR ARRAIGNMENT. 
COURT ORDERS AND FINDINGS : 

-THE COURT ORDERS THE DEFENDANT TO APPEAR ON THE NEXT COURT DATE. 
.sTEXT SCHEDULED EVENT: 
>1ATTER PREV SET /REMAIN ON CLDR 

CUSTODY STATUS: RELEASED ON OWN RECOGNIZANCE 



ON 07/08/03 AT 830 AM IN MALIBU DIV 001 
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SA049132 
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PAGE NO. 3 
' DA' \ PRINTED 08/05/03 



■"TTDGE) REDACTED 



CASE CALLED FOR ARRAIGNMENT 
PARTIES: COMMR . REDACTED 

REDACTED (rep) redacted 

DEFENDANT IS PRESENT IN COURT, AND REPRESENTED BY "REDACTED 
COUNSEL 
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(DA) 
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CAS^..NO,„ SA04 913 2 ■ PAGE NO. 4 

DEF NO. 01 > V ■ DA' \ PRINTED 08/05/03 



ON 07/11/03 AT 900 AM : 

DISPOSITION OF ARREST AND COURT ACTION IS FORWARDED TO THE 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND THE SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT. 

PROCEEDINGS TERMINATED 




JOHN A. CLARKE, Executive Officer/Clerk, Los 
Angeles Superior Court, Malifau Courthouse, County 
of Los Angeles, State of California, certify the 
foregoing instrument to be a correct copy of the 
original copy now on file in this Court. 

Attest t hisj^ day of QuMJLSf , 2 Q Q^> 

By: rd^JJUL^S-. C. DRAKE ' 

Deputy Clerk 
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MEMORANDUM 



TO: 
FROM: 
RE: 
DATE: 



REDACTED 

Monsignor Craig A. Cox 

Request for Loan from'Eather Michael Wempe 

6 September 2003 



I received the attached letter from Mike Wempe. Please note that he has already been extended 
loans forJW which is the maximum amount according to our policy. 

All criminal charges against him have been dropped. Of course, he is still named in several of 
the prospective civil suits. 

In accord with our policy, since there has been no prosecution (even though on the basis of the 
statute of limitation), we normally would forgive tha— i I donH believe our policy 
envisions reimbursing priests for costs they incur greater thar^Bft- That may be a lacuna. 

Could we chat about this next Wednesday when the CMOB meeting is over? 



Thank you. 



attachment 
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MEMORANDUM 



TO: 



All Priests 



FROM: 



Monsignor Craig A. Cox 
Vicar for Clergy 



RE: 



Keeping You Informed 



DATE: 10 September 2003 



My brothers, 

It is my sad duty to report to you that Father Michael Wempe has again been arrested on charges 
of sexual misconduct with minors. The incidents alleged relate to a period of time within the 
criminal statute of limitations. 

As you know, Father Wempe has been out of any ministry since February of 2002. 

I have no further information at this time. ' I ask that you please keep everyone involved in your 



prayers. 
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Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 



Subject 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 



REDACTED 

Tuesday, February 10, 2004 9:51 AM 
Cardinal Mahony; Cox, Msgr. Craig A.; 
REDACTED 
AP story on Wempe 




All: 

Please note the very different tone and focus of this story as compared to that which 
appeared in today's L.A. Times. 



Former child victim testifies in priest abuse case 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES - A 24-year-old man testified Monday that a retired Roman 
Catholic priest who once served as the chaplain at Cedars-Sinai Medical 
Center fondled him on several occasions from 1990 to 1995. 

The testimony against the Rev. Michael Wempe, 63, was part of hearing to 
determine if the case should be sent to trial. He faces three counts of a 
lewd act on a child and one count of oral copulation of a person under 16. 

Wempe was charged last June with molesting five boys, ages 7 to 15, between 
1977 and 198 6 in Los Angeles, Ventura and San Diego counties. 

Wempe never had to stand trial for those alleged crimes when the nation's 
high court struck down a California law that erased the statute of 
limitations on sexual abuses cases from 1988 and earlier. 

The priest was nonetheless forced into retirement in 2002 and is not allowed 
to perform priestly functions . 

He was arrested again in September after the man came forward with 
allegations that he was molested by Wempe over a five-year period. 

The man testified that Wempe was a family friend who had also allegedly 
molested his two brothers . He said Wempe fondled him and left him feeling 
"embarrassed, ashamed." 

The man decided to tell authorities about the alleged crimes after he 
learned Wempe was freed from jail and would only be accountable if he 
revealed what had happened. 

"I realized that justice was too big a price to pay for my secret, " the man 
said. 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 
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REDACTED % 

■ District Attorney for the )anty of Los Angeles 
redacted Deputy District Attorney 

Sex Crimes Division 
Hall of Records Building 
320 West Temple Street, Suite 777 
"Los Angeles, California 90012 
(213) 974-9777 
Attorney for Plaintiff 



SUPERIOR COURT OP CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 



THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 



Michael Edwin' 



Defendant 



CASE NUMBER 
BA253178 

SUBPENA 

Duces Tecum 
APPLICATION 
FOR SUBPENA DUCES TECUM 
' CRIMINAL 



PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO: Custodian of Records, Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles . 

We command you, that all singular business and excuses laid. aside, you attend a 
session of the Superior Court of the County of Los Angeles to be held at the 
Courtroom of Department No. "129" located at 210 West Temple Street, City of Los 
Angeles on June 8, 2004, at 8:30 a.m., then and there to testify as a witness m 
this action on the part of the People and that you bring with you and there 
produce the documents now in your custody or under your control, described in the 
copy of the application for subpena duces tecum attached hereto which is 
incorporated herein by reference. 

You must appear at that time unless you make a special agreement to appear another 
time, etc., with: 

REDACTED , Deputy District Attorney at REDACTED 

Failure to appear on the date set forth herein or at such other time or upon such 
notice as may have been agreed to with the party at whose request this subpena was 
issued may be punished as. contempt by this court. You may also be liable for the 
sum of five hundred dollars and all damages to such party resulting from your 
failure to attend. (Penal Code Sec. 1331, 1331.5) 

Given under my hand this 26th day of Mav. 2004 



STE#E C00LEY- 
Diretric* Attorney / 
REDACTED 



By Depute/District Attorney 
REDACTED 
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APPLICATION FOR SUBPENA DUCES TECUM 

) ; 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, County of Los Angeles 

The undersigned states: That he is the attorney of record for- the People of the 
State of California, Defendant, in the above entitled action/that said cause was 
duly set down for jury trial June 8, 2004, at 8:30 a.m., in Department "129" of 
the above entitled court. 

That Custodian of Records for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles has in his possession 
or under his control the following documents: 

Any and all documents and other materials that are in the possession, 
custody, or control of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles that relate in any manner 
to allegations of child molestation or sexual abuse committed ■ by Father Michael 
Edwin Wempe . 

The subpoenaed documents and other materials include, but are not limited to, 
documents in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles' general archives, general files, 
secret archives, secret files, sub secreto files, sub secreto archives, personnel 
files, confidential personnel files, locked files, and investigative files aswell 
as memoranda, correspondence, reports, personnel evaluations, interviews, 
statements, notes, contracts, agreements, insurance policies, insurance contracts, 
insurance agreements, case settlement agreements, confidentiality agreements, and 
records of payment relating in any way to allegations of child molestation and 
sexual abuse committed by Father Michael Edwin Wempe. 

The subpoenaed documents and other materials include, but are not limited to 
all documents in hard copy paper form or stored electronically in computers; 
printouts of information stored in computers or other retention or procession 
systems; computer files; e-mail communications; photographs; sound reproduction 
material in any form; and any other material that is typed, written, handwritten, 
audio tape recorded, video tape recorded, reproduced, or recorded in any manner 
that is related in any way to allegations of child molestation or sexual abuse 
committed by Father Michael Edwin Wempe. 

The subpoenaed documents and other material include, but are not limited to, 
all records pertaining to the transfer of Father Michael Edwin Wempe from 
Archdiocese church parish to another. These Archdiocese church parishes include, 
but are not limited to, (1) Saint John Chrysostom Church in Inglewood, (2) Saint 
Andrew's Church in Pasadena, <3) Saint Rose of Lima Church in Simi Valley, (4) 
Saint Jude's Church in Westlake Village, (5) Sacred Heart Church in Saticoy, (6) 
Saint Sebastian's Church in Santa Paula, (7) Saint Mary's Church in Palmdale, (8) 
Immaculate Heart Church in Los Angeles, and (9) Saint Elizabeth's Church in Lake 
Hughes. Furthermore, the subpoenaed document s and other material include all 
records pertaining to the employment of Father Michael Edwin Wempe with Cedars - 
Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles where Father Wempe acted as the hospital 
Catholic chaplain from 1990 to 2002. 

The subpoenaed documents are to be provided regardless of their location 
within the Archdiocese of Los Angeles or within' the custody or control of the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles including, but not limited to, any Archdiocese 
administrative office, archival storage facility, storage facility, church parish, 
church rectory, church mission, church residence, or church school. 

The subpoenaed documents or materials include any "green page", "green 
sheet", or "green card" from personnel files or other files indicating that 
information is on file' or located elsewhere. If documents or other material have 
been moved, relocated or transferred outside the jurisdiction of the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles, then a declaration shall be prepared identifying the documents or 
other materials that were transferred, the precise location where the documents 
and other materials were transferred, and what persons were involved with said 
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transfer. All documentation pertaining to the transfer <s requested. 

. ) • . ) 

Any subpoenaed documents and other material considered to be privileged by 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles shall be produced with a detailed statement 
describing the item for which a privilege is. asserted, the subject matter, of the 
item for. which a privilege is asserted, the names of all individuals appearing on 
the item for which a privilege is asserted, ; and the basis for the asserted 1 
privilege. 

That the above documents are material to the issues involved in the case by reason 
of the following facts: The aforementioned records are necessary to prove and 
corroborate the nature ^and extent' of sexual abuse suffered by alleged victim 
REDACTED when he was a minor. Further, the records are necessary to prove and 
corroborate the nature and extent of sexual abuse suffered by witnesses REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED when these men were minors . The purported victim and the witnesses all 
allege and will testify that Father Michael Edwin Wempe abused them as children. 

That good cause exists for the production of the above described matters and 
things by reason of the following facts: The custodian of records has exclusive 
control and possession of the records which are necessary for the prosecution of 
the defendant . 



WHEREFORE request is made that Subpena Duces; Tecum issue. 

Executed May 26, 2004, at Los Angeles, Calj^rnia. 

REDACTED 



Signature' of" declarant 
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) DECLARATION OF SERVICE ) . ' 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, County of Los Angeles 

I the undersigned state that: I served the foregoing subpena by showing the. 
LigTnal aS delivering a true copy thereof together with a copy of the 
application in support thereof , to each of the following named persons, 

NAME OF PERSON SERVED: Custodian of Records, Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
DATE OF SERVICE: May -27^ 2004 

I declare under penalty of perjury that- the foregoing is true and correct. 
Executed: Mav 2.7 , 2004 , at Los Angeles, California. 



Signature of Declarant 
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) '' ) • 

AFFIDAVIT AND STATEMENT OP GOOD CAU SE IN SUPPORT 

OF APPLICATION FOR SUBPENA DUCES TECUM 



j f REDACTED , declare that: 

1. I am an attorney licensed to practice law in the State of California and 
employed by the Office of the District Attorney for Los Angeles County. 

2. That I am assigned to prosecute the case of People v. Michael Edwin Wempe , 

case number BA253178; 

3. That I have personally reviewed various police reports . filed by the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff's Department which have stated and/or I have personally 
interviewed alleged victim REDACTED and purported witnesses REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Detective REDACTED of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department and 

Detective REDACTED of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department who have 

related the following: 

4. That on or between the dates of October 29, 1990 and October 28, 1995, 
REDACTED fche alleged vict im of three sexually lewd acts against a child and 

one act of oral copulation perpetrated against a minor committed by Father Michael 
Edwin Wempe. These sex acts perpetrated against a child all occurred when Father 
wempe was an active Catholic priest in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. Two of the 
acts of sexual molestation occurred on the .premises of Cedars -Sinai Medical Center 
while Father Wempe was serving as the hospital's chaplain under the supervision 
of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles." 

"5. Moreover, alleged victim, REDACTED , has told Detective REDACTED and 

REDACTED 

I that Father Wempe was a long time family friend of. his mother and that 

family first met Father Wempe when he was a priest assigned to Saint Jude's Church 

RFDAPTFD , . -, . REDACTED 

in Westlake Village. RI=UMO and his family reportedly lived m 

REDACTED fQr & number of yea rs before moving to REDAC TED . 

6. Witnesses REDACTED and REDACTED have reported .to Detective REDACTED and 
I that they are REDACTED two- older brothers. They have stated to Detective 
redacted and j that w hile Father Wempe was a priest, at Saint Jude's Church, he 
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REDACTED 



reportedly molested them ^th between the years 1975 - yi 198S when they were 
minors. The alleged abuse inflicted upon REDACTED and REDACTED by Father Wempe 
continued when the priest was moved to Sacred Heart Church in Saticoy and later 

to Saint Mary's Church in Palmdale. The move was effected under the direction 

4 ■ REDACTED a „j REDACTED 

of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. The abuse against witnesses ana 

D occurred while Father^ Wempe was -an associate pastor at Sacred Heart and Saint 
Mary's parishes. The asserted abuse occurred in church rectories located on 
parish grounds and in ' vehicles paid for or provided to Father Wempe by the 
Archdiocese of- Los Angeles . . 

7. Furthermore, witnesses REDACTED and his brother REDACTED have 
alleged that Father. Wempe sexually , abused them when they were minors. The 
purported abuse occurred while Father Wempe was a priest assigned to Saint Rose 
of Lima Church in Simi Valley and Saint Jude's Church in Westlake Village. The 
abuse occurred between the years 19.71 through 1977 in rectories located on parish 
grounds. REDACTED report ed to Detective REDACTED that he informed his 
mother about Father Wempe' s sexual molestation of him and that Father wempe later 
apologized to him for his actions. Moreover, during Father Wempe' s apology, the 
priest reportedly told REDACTED that h e was under going therapy from a 
psychiatrist for his admitted "problem" . 

8. Additionally in 1988, both REDACTED . and "™:EDACTED stated that they 
both spoke to REDACTED about Father Wempe and informed this Los . 

Angeles Archdiocese official that Father Wempe had molested them when they were 
children. Witnesses REDACTED have stated that REDACTED 

reportedly told them that Father Wempe had been taken, out of .active ministry by 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles for his alleged acts of child molestation and had 
been reassigned to an out-of-state Catholic monastery for treatment. Both 
witnesses state that REDACTED did not name the monastery, but confided to 

them during this meeting that it was his personal opinion that Father Wempe 's 
therapy was not progressing as had been hoped- by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles . 
I have learned during the investigation of this matter that Father Wempe was' taken 
back into active ministry by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles sometime in 1989 and 
was later assigned to Cedars -Sinai Medical Center. It was at this location that 
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. , ■ _ ■ REDACTED a1 REDACTED ' =? 
he perpetrated his alleged ^counters with victim ^ a1so,kcu/u, I cu s 

mother, REDACTED , told Detective REDACTED 3 that Father Wempe renewed 

his acquaintance with their family at a 1989 Los Angeles Archdiocese celebration 
for Father Wempe' s 25th year in the priesthood. 

9. Furthermore, it is known by the People that Father Wempe was removed from 
the priesthood by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and was sent to a Catholic 
monastery in the state of New Mexico called the "Servants of the Paraclete" for 
treatment and • counseling in June 1987. Father Wempe remained at the "Servants 
of the Paraclete" monastery from June 1987 until October 1987.- He then returned 
to the same monastery for additional treatment in December 1987. In 1989, he was 
reinstated back into active ministry and was later assigned to Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center in Los Angeles as a hospital chaplain. Still later, in 2002, 
Father Wempe was removed from active ministry by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
based upon the direct orders of Cardinal Roger Mahony. 

^ t 4.1 • t-^cc^c. REDACTED and 

10 . Lastly, witnesses ...... - _ 

REDACTED . have told Detectives*™™ and REDACTED and are prepared to testify in 
open court that Father Wempe sexually molested them when they were minors. All 
of the acts of alleged child sexual abuse occurred while Father Wempe served as 
a priest at various Los Angeles Archdiocese parishes. Moreover, the witnesses 
state that some of the purported acts of sexual abuse occurred on parish grounds, 
in church buildings, in church rectories or in vehicles furnished or paid for by 
the Los Angeles Archdiocese . to Father Wempe for. his own use' while on church 

...business.. 

The material sought by the People- is needed to corroborate the statements of 
victim REDACTED as well as witnesses REDACTED 
REDACTED ^is criminal matter. 

/// 
III 

III 
III 
HI 
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' ' J I DECLARE UNDER PENAI" '*j OF PERJURY that the abovf jstatement is true and 
correct . 

REDACTED 

DATED: May 26, 2004 

\ DECLARANT 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vicar for Qertry 
(213) 637-7284 



3424 

Wilshire 

Boulevard 



Las Angeles 

California 

90010-2202 



November 18, 2004 



Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo, J.C.D. 
Apostolic Nunciature 
3339 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20008 

EE: Reverend Michael E. Wempe 



Your Excellency: 

Enclosed, please find a letter from Cardinal Roger M. Mahony to Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger £ 
the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith, regarding Reverend Michael E. Wempe. With 
letter are copies of the completed summary pages requested by the Congregation. All matem 
' are submitted in triplicate. 

Cardinal Mahony is seeking the assistance of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith £ 



Would you please be so kind as to forward this to the Congregation on our behalf? 

Also enclosed is a check made out to the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith to cover t 
usual taxa in such matters. 

Thank you very much for your kind attention to this matter. May God continue to bless you! 
Yours in Christ, 



this matter. 




enclosures 
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'astoral Regions: 



Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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Check Date: 16.Nov.2004 



ACCLA 



Check No. 



Invoice Number 



Invoice Date 



Voucher ID 



Gross Amount 



Discount Available 



Paid Amount 



517 VC 



15.Nov.2004 



00118811 



500.00 



0.00 



500.00 
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Vendor Number 


Name 


Total Discounts 






0000002838 


Congregation For The Doctrine 


$0.00 






Check Number 


Date 




Total Amount 


Discounts Taken 


Total Paid Amount 
















iti.Nov.2004 






■ -su.oo 


iiOO.OO 



The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles / 
»I« 1. .: >(A Corporation Sole) 
"3424 Wilshire Blvd.' 
• Los Angeles, California 9001 0-2241 



SkKV .(213) 637-7691 

Pay ****FIVE HUNDRED AND XX/ 100 US DOLLAR**** 



1 ._: Wachovfe'SajifeN Al_\: jd=Vj_ ± : _ 
• : !Granwl!& Soiiili Carotra^.v ' . : '■' 
" /In.Cooperationiwithiteiaaalidesireijat.'. 

Wells FargqBat*,.N-A... - ■ 
' 475M1320i .'.,57-1/332 



Date 

November 16, 2004 



Pay Amount •. 

500.00*** 



To The 
Order Of 



REDACTED 



CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE 

of the Faith 

Piazza Del S Offizio II 
00120 Vatican City 



REDACTED 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 

the Archbishop 



3424 

Wilshire 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 

California 

9COI0-220Z 



17 November 2004 



His Eminence 

Joseph. Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
Piazza Del S.Ufficio, 11 
00120 VATICAN CITY 



Your Eminence: 

It is with deep regret that I submit this report on alleged violations that fall under Article 4 of 
Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, which involve a priest of this Archdiocese, Rev. Michael E. 
Wempe. 

The numerous alleged victims are all males of pre- and early pubescent age. A criminal trial 
citing 42 counts of sexual abuse against five of the complainants was dismissed when the U.S. 
Supreme Court nullified the law which attempted to allow the retroactive prosecution of cases 
barred by the statute of limitation. A new crirninal prosecution is in progress for alleged acts of 
sexual abuse against one complainant that are not barred by the statute of limitation. 

Father Wempe has admitted to delictal acts involving some of the complainants, but strongly 
denies the accusations in the current criminal prosecution. Most of the denunciations we have 
received were made before the promulgation of the mo tu proprio, and involve actions that would 
be barred from a penal process by prescription. 

Father Wempe was granted early retirement at age 62 in view of the moral impossibility of 
allowing him to continue in mini stry owing to the previously reported sexual misconduct. In 
view of all these circumstances, as well as the public notoriety occasioned by the civil processes, 
the good of the Church requires that the strongest available measures be taken. 

Given that a State crirninal trial is still underway, it seems most appropriate to allow that 
proceeding to unfold prior to initiating a canonical penal process, so that the evidence developed 
during the State trial may be used. 

I request therefore the grant of an exception to the prescription of all offenses against canon 1395 
that may be determined to have occurred. I further request authorization to employ at an 
appropriate later time the procedures of canon 1720 with a view to imposing dismissal from the 
clerical state. 



Re: Rev. Michael Edwin Wempe 
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If you believe that a different course of action is more appropriate, I welcome your advice on the 
matter. Entrusting this matter to your discretion and awaiting your instruction on how to 
proceed, I remain 



Fraternally yours in Christ, 




Archbishop of Los Angeles 
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DIOCESE 


Los Angeles in California 


NAME OF ORDINARY 


Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 


CDFPROT. N. (if available) 




NAME OF CLERIC 


Reverend Michael E. Wempe 



PERSONAL 
DETAILS OF THE 
CLERIC 


Date of Birth 


REDACTED 


Age 


65 


Ordination 


30 April 1966 


Years of ministry 


36 



ORIGINAL DIOCESE OF INCARDINATION 



Los Angeles in California 



MINISTRY IN/TRANSFER TO OTHER DIOCESE 



CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLERIC 



REDACTED 



PROCURATOR {include original signed mandate) 



CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE PROCURATOR 



ASSIGNMENTS 



Year 


Parish 


Location 


Appointment 


1966 


St John Chrysostom 


rnglewood, California 


Parochial Vicar 


1969 


St. Andrew 


Pasadena, California 


Parochial Vicar 


1969 


St. Rose of Lima 


Sirni Valley, California 


Parochial Vicar 


1973 


St. Jude 


Westlake Village, California 


Parochial Vicar 


1977 


Sacred Heart 


Ventura (Saticoy), California 


Parochial Vicar 


1978 


Paraclete High School 


Palmdale, California 


Faculty 


1978 


St Mary 


Palmdale, California 


Residence 


1984 


St. Sebastian 


Santa Paula, California 


Parochial Vicar 


1986 






Sabbatical 


1987 


St. Sebastian 


Santa Paula, California 


Adrninistrator 


1987 






Sick Leave 


1988- 
2002 


Cedars-Sinai Hospital 


Los Angeles, California 


Chaplain 


1988 


St. Ambrose 


West Hollywood, California 


Residence 


2001 


Cathedral Chapel 


Los Angeles, California 


Residence 
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2002 


Private residence 


, „ ,.„ . Early retirement without 
Seal Beach, California faculties. 






ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE CLERIC 


Year 


Victim 


Age 


Imputable Acts 


Denunciation 


1991- 
1995 


REDACTED 


11-15 


Placed boy on his lap and fondled 
genitals both over and under clothing; 
oral copulation; five occasions over a 
four year period. 


2003 


1977- 
1983 


7 Id. 


Massaging the boy's crotch during 
motorcycle rides; put hand inside 
shorts and manipulate the genitals;' 
grabbing of buttocks; kissing; exposing 
Mrnself to the boy; touching the boy 
with bis penis. On one occasion, while 
helping the boy learn to drive, the 
priest put Ms hands inside the boy's 
pants and caused an accident, on 
passenger nearly died and the priest 
suffered severe internal injuries. 
Hundreds of incidents of abuse. 


2003 


1975- 
1978 


12-15 


Fondling of genitals while motorcycle 
riding; patting buttocks; fondling 
genitals underneath the boy's clothing; 
exposing himself to the boy; 


2003 


1974 


15-16 


Exposed himself to the complainant; 
fondled the boy's genitals; one 
occasion. 


2003 


1984- 
1987 




Unspecified claim of molestation 


2002 


1984- 
1987 




Unspecified claim of molestation 


2002 


1977- 
1981 


11-15 


Skin to skin fondling, approximately 
150 occasions of abuse. 


2003 


1979 




12-15 


Arranged for the boy to sleep with him 
and put his hands under the pajamas 
and fondled the boy's genitals; 
aggressive pursuit of fondling; one 
incident of oral sex. Approximately 
40-50 incidents of abusive activities 
over a two and a half year period. 


2003 


1979- 




10-13 


On camping and a skiing trip and on 
the motorcycle, unspecified abusive 
actions. 


2003 


1969- 
1977 




? 


Unspecified molestation 


February 
1988 


1974- 
1977 




13-15 


T""h if-irt rr ct ppn.nvprc "nlnPITlO" n3Tt(i t1Tld.Gr 
< J UXJJLi^ oXCC|J \} Y CJL J JJJ.ClL*.LLLEj UuUU va^hawj. 

pajamas; fondling penis and 
masturbating the boy to ejaculation. 


February 
1988 


1980- 
1983 




14-16 


Fondling during motorcycle rides; 
fondling legs and buttocks; oral sex; 
mutual masturbation; one incident of 
anal rape. Over 50 incidents of various 
types of abuse. 


2003 


1976- 
1978 




14-16 


Fondling of genitals; grabbing penis 
while wrestling; oral copulation; 
masturbation; other sexual acts 


March 2002 
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CIVIL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE CLERIC 


Year 


Type/Case 


Conviction 


Sentence (include copies of civil documents) 


2002 


Grand Jury/Trial Subpoenas 


pending 




2003 


Arrest; charged with 3 counts 
of improper touching and 1 
count of oral copulation; 
preliminary stages of the trial 
have begun, but no trial date 
yet set. 


pending 




2003 : 


Civil lawsuit for damages 

REDACTED 


pending 




2003 


Civil lawsuit for damages 
fSC036536)R E D ACTED 


pending 




2003 


Civil lawsuit for damages 
(BC308555), REDACTED 


pending 




2003 


Civil lawsuit for damages 
CBC308665REDACTED 


pending 






MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE DIOCESE . 


Year 




1987 


Intervention, Treatment at Servants of the Paraclete, Jemez Springs, New Mexico 


1988 


Restoration to limited ministry 


2002 


Retirement without faculties 




SUSTENANCE PROVIDED BY THE DIOCESE TO THE CLERIC 


When placed on leave of absence in 2002, Father Wempe was provided with a monthly payment as well as 
with transportation. 

As of November 1, 2004 when he turned sixty-five years of age, his sustenance is provided through the 
Priests' Pension Fund of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

In accord with Archdiocesan policy, loans were extended to him during the period of the initial criminal 
investigation. 




RESPONSE/RECOURSE MADE BY THE CLERIC 


Year 













104933 



BISHOP'S VOTUM 



We request authorization of a canon 1 720 procedure with the prospect that, if found guilty, the penalty of 
dismissal from the clerical state be imposed. We request dispensation' from prescription, in order to assure 
that all of the charges against him can be tried in ecclesiastical court, even though some were denounced 
prior to the promulgation of Sacramentorum sanctitatis tuiela. 

Given that there is a criminal trial underway, it is most appropriate to allow that proceeding to unfold prior 
to beginning the ecclesiastical trial, so that evidence developed during the State trial can be used in any 
ecclesiastical process. 



104934 
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3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3687 



Apostolic Nunciature 
United States of America 



25 . 835 



November 21, 2004 



No. 



This No. Should Be Prefixed to the Answer 

Dear Moris ignor Cox: 

I acknowledge your kind letter of November 18, 2004, 
with enclosures. 



Rest assured that the correspondence concerning 



Reverend Michael E. Wempe, including a check in amount $500.00 
for the taxa, will be duly forwarded through the diplomatic 
pouch to His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect, 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 



With cordial regards and best wishes, I remain 



Monsignor Craig A. Cox, J. CD. 
Vicar for Clergy 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
34 24 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2241 



Sincerely yours in Christ, 



Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo 
Apostolic Nuncio 




NOV % ~$ 2u(j4 
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PROFFER RE FATHER MICHAEL WEMPE 



Date 


Description i 


11/1/39 


Michael Wernpe bom. 


04/30/66 


Wempe is ordained priest. 


05/14/66 


Wempe is assigned as Assistant at St. John Chrysostom, Inglewood. 


03/25/69 


Wempe is assigned as Assistant at St. Andrew, Pasadena. 


09/02/69 


Wempe is assigned as Assistant at St. Rose of Lima, Simi Valley. 


06/11/73 


Wempe is assigned as Associate at St. Jude, Westlake Village. 


06/17/77 


Wempe. is assigned as Associate at Sacred Heart, Ventura. 


02/20/78 


Wempe is assigned as Teacher at Paraclete High School, Lancaster. 
Wempe is simultaneously assigned to Residence at St. Mary Church, 
Palmdale. 


07/12/84 


Wempe is assigned as Associate at St. Sebastian, Santa Paula. 


09/01/86 


Wempe attends Vatican II Institute (Sabbatical). 


02/01/87 


Wempe is assigned as Administrator Pro Tem as St. Sebastian, Santa 
Paula. 


05/22/87 


Wempe' s pastor at St. Sebastian makes a written report to Vicar for 
Clergy concerning boundary violations. The Archdiocese will not 
contend that it lacked notice of Wempe' s sexual interest toward 
minors following this report. 


06/22/87 
to 

12/03/87 


Wempe is assigned to residential psychotherapy at Foundation 
House, Servants of the Paraclete, Jemez Springs, New Mexico. 


12/23/87 


Report from Servants of the Paraclete to Cardinal Mahony. 


01/18/88 


Wempe is assigned to Cedars-Sinai Medical Center as chaplain and 
to St. Ambrose for residence. 


02/05/88 


First complaint by a victim - two brothers (Redacted ) complained 
of abuse by Wempe about 10 years earlier. 


04/26/88 


Wempe attends group therapy through September 15, 1989. 


06/30/88 


Wempe attends Servants of the Paraclete after-care program. 


10/15/98 


Wempe is assigned to Immaculate Heart of Mary, LA for residence. 
He continues as Chaplain at Cedars-Sinai. 


02/01/02 


Wempe is assigned to Cathedral Chapel, LA for residence. He 
continues as Chaplain at Cedars-Sinai. 


02/15/02 


Wempe is granted early retirement. He voluntarily retired at the 
request of Cardinal Mahony. 


03/07/02 


Victim l REDACTED complaint letter to Cardinal Mahony re abuse in 1976 
through 1978. 



. 151 . 254765 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
NON-MANDATORY REPORTING FORM 



Date of This Report to Public Authority: N/A 



Name of Public Authority: N/A 



Date of This Report to Archdiocese: 4/28/05 /" 



Reported to Archdiocese by: REDACTED 



Alleged Victim: her son 
Current Address: 



Telephone: REDACTED 
Date of Birth 



Alleged Perpetrator: 
Name Fr. Michael Wempe 



Names of Possible Witnesses: 



Reported Date of Incident: 



Reported Circumstances of Incident(s): Fr.. Wempe was the pastor at their Parish 



Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect: Sexual 



Comments: Mother reports that her son, now 25 years old has always been a very angry person and has 
been in trouble on occasion. He has had some counseling and the therapists have always asked if had ever 
been sexually molested, something he did not admit at the time. Now her son says he is remembering 
several incidents . REDACTED related some of her personal circumstances and has now decided that the 
best thing to do is to let her son call us directly . She will ask him to do that. I asked REDACTED to please 
follow up with us to make sure her son does call us. We are not to call her a t home. REDACTED k as 
another son, now thirty, who has not denied being molested but has emphatically stated he does not want to 
talk about it. A complete report will be prepared when we have the information from the son. I assured 
REDACTED that we would provide counseling for her son if he wishes and also asked her if she thought she 
might benefit from some counseling herself. At this time she said no, but the door waas left open in case 
she changes her mind. 

254760 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
NON-MANDATORY REPORTING FORM 



Date of This Report to Public Authority: N/A 



Name of Public Authority: N/A 



Date of This Report to Archdiocese: 4/28/05 



Reported to Archdiocese by: REDACTED 



Alleged Victim: her son 



Current Address: 



REDACTED 

Telephone: 



Date of Birth 



Alleged Perpetrator: 

Name Fr. Michael Wempe ; 

Names of Possible Witnesses: • 

Reported Date of Incident. 

Reported Circumstances of Incidents) : Fr. Wempe was the pasto r at their Parish 



Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect: Sexual : — 

Comments: Mother reports that her son, now "™ years old has always been a very angry person and has 
been in trouble on occasion. He has had some counseling and the therapists have always asked if had ever 
been sexually molested, something he did not admit at the time. Now her son says he is remembering 
several incidents . REDACTED related some of her personal circumstances and has now decided that the 
best thing to do is to let her son call us directly . She will ask him to do that. I askedREDACTED to.please 
follow up with us to make sure her son does call us. We are not to call her a t home. REDACTED has 
another son, now thirty, who has not denied being molested but has emphatically stated he does not want to 
talk about it. A complete report will be prepared when we have the information from the son. I assured 
REDACTED ^ we wou ld provide counseling for her son if he wishes and also asked her if she thought she 
might benefit from some counseling herself. At this time she said no, but the door waas left open in case 
she changes her mind. 

254752 
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CONGREGATED 
PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI 



00120 Gtta del Vaticano, 
Palazzo del S. Utfizio 



13 June 2005 



659/2004-21302 

Prjt. N 

(In responriorte fuii menlio ktiitJS itwmri) 



CONFIDENTIAL 



Your Eminence. 

The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith received on 27 November 2004 the case 
regarding the alleged sexual abuse of a minor by Reverend Michael Edwin WEMPE, a priest of 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. Your Eminence submitted a summary of the case and indicated 
that you would forward the evidence under separate cover. 

We write at this time to request the complete Acta of the case. Though written summaries 
are helpful, actual documents are necessary in order for the Congregation to examine the case. 
Each element of the summary that you have already submitted should be supported by the relevant 
documentation either in the original form or in an authentic copy. 

In addition to the requested information, it would also be important to the Congregation to 
have your Votum in the matter as this is essential in our study of the case. 

With prayerful- support and best wishes, I remain 



Yours sincerely in Christ, 

©Angelo AMATO, SDB 
Titular Archbishop of Sila 
Secretary 



His Eminence 

Roger Cardinal MAHONY 

Archbishop of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilsbire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90010-2202 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 



104925 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
NON-MANDATORY REPORTING FORM 



Date of this report to Public Authority: 



Name of Public Authority: 



Date of this Report to Archdiocese: 



June 27, 2005 

REDACTED 



Reported to Archdiocese by: Kt:urtu 1 tiu 

Complainant Name: 
Current Address: 
Telephone: 
Date of Birth: 

Alleged Perpetrator: Fr. Michael Wempe 



Name: (Victim) 



REDACTED 



Name of Possible Witness: 



Brother (also a victim - more happened to 
him) 

"1-985 or 86 or 87 at St Sebastian Church in 
Santa Paula" 

"There was one incident of molestation. He 
(Wempe) was touching my naked body. 
There was touching of genitals & oral sex. 
He did things to my brother who was older. 
He was an altar boy. REDACTED and 
some friends introduced us to Fr. Wempe." 
Sexual abuse of a minor under 14 years 



Reported Date of Incident: (s) 



Reported Circumstances of Incidents) 



Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect: 



Comments: 




RCALA011508 




1 



INTERNAL REPORT ■ CONFIDENTIAL 

Archdioeese of Los Angeles 
Assistance Ministry Department 

Report date: &/^/^^ From: SrREDACTED 

Alleged perpetrator: ^k^M. 3 ^- 

REDACTED 
Alleged victim: 

Date of incident: / ^ ^ 

RFDAPTFn REDACTED ^ r~ REDACTED 

Brief Description KtUAU 1 tu ~~ fO*-^^ 

Tvoe of Report: " 

Mandatory Non-Mandatory Anonymous reporter 

Third-party reporting Incomplete information Attached information 

Report sent to : 



K 



REDACTED Chair - Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board 

(Priests, Deacons, Brothers) 

REDACTED Vicar for Women Religious 

(All women religious) 

redacted ^ 5 Superintendent Secondary Schools 

(Secondary Schools) 

Msgr. Craig Cox, Vicar for Clergy 
(Priests, Deacons, Brothers) 



X. REDACTED General Counsel 

(All reports) 

_ REDACTED Director -Human Resources 
(Schools, ACC, Cemetery employees) 

REDACTED Superintendent Elementary Schools 

(Elementary Schools) 

REDACTED Assistance Ministry 

(All reports) 

REDACTED Director - Religious Education 

~~ (CCDandRCIAf 



254753 
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'1 



ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
NON-MANDATORY REPORTING FORM 



Date of this report to Public Authority: 
Name of Public Authority: 

Date of this Report to Archdiocese: 

Reported to Archdiocese by: 

Complainant Name: 

Current Address: 

Telephone: 

Date of Birth: 

Alleged Perpetrator: 

Name: (Victim) 

Name of Possible "Witness: 

Reported Date of Incident (s) 

Reported Circumstances of Incidents): 



' Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect: 
Comments: 



Submitted by die Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles: 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 



July 5, 2005 - victim teport 

Det REDACTED 

Parent report 4721/02 
Victim reported June 27, 2005 

REDACTED 



Fr. Michael Wempe 

REDACTED 



"1985 or 86 or 87" at St. Sebastian Church 
in Santa Paula 

iEDACTED 

i said. "There was one incident of 
molestation. He (Wempe) was touching my 
naked body. There was touching of genitals 
& oral sex. He did things to my brother who 
was older. He was an altar boy. REDACTED 

REDACTED . J 

and some friends introduced us to Fr. 
Wempe:" 



Sexual abuse. 



REDACTED 



called 



4/21/02. She said that she thought her sons 
had been molested by Wempe. We asked 
her to have them call us. 4/28/05 Mother 
called again. Requested sons to call. 

°REDAC7ED ± 

6/27/05 _ called for the first ume to 
report his abuse. He was asked to have his 
' brother call us. 



254750 
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IMTPPMAL REPORT - C ONFIDENTIAL 



/"/~") / / Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

\ J&y ^/^r/^^T Assistance Ministry Department 





Report date 
Alleged perpetrator 

A „ , . „ REDACTED . ' /7 

Alleged victim: (7 

Date of incident: 

Brief Description: 

Type of Report: 

Mandatory -X_ Non-Mandatory Anonymous reporter 

Third-party reporting Incomplete information Attached information 

Report sent to : 

)( REDACTED - Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board 

(Priests, Deacons, Brothers) 

REDACTED Vicar for Women Religious 

(All women religious) 

REDACTED ^ Superintendent Secondary Schools 

(Secondary Schools) 

/ Msgr. Craig Cox, Vicar for Clergy 
(Priests, Deacons, Brothers) 

REDACTED^ } General Counsel ' 

(AH reports) 

REDACTED , Director - Human Resources 

~~ (Schools, ACC, Cemetery employees) 

REDACTED , Superintendent Elementary Schools 

(Elementary Schools) 

REDACTED Assistance Ministry 

(All reports) 

REDACTED Director - Religious Education 

~~ (CCDandRCIA) 



254749 
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POS-Q1S 



' '^TTORNEy OR PARTY WrTHOUT ATTORNEY' fNam«. StMt Bis number, tna iddras): 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

RbDAC 1 Lu Drive 


FOR COURT USE ONLY 


t ELE phoneno, red actep_ \ REDACTED 

E-MAIL ADDRESS (Optional): REDACTED 
ATTORNEY POR (H$m*y, ¥ X 3 1 11 C 1 X! X 




SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF Los Angeles 
street address: 111 N. Hill Street 
mailing address: 111 N. Hill street 
city and zip code: Lbs Angeles, CA 90012 
branch name: Central District 




PLAINTIFF/PETITIONER: IaCLJM^ I CU 




DEFENDANT/RESPONDENT: THE ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS 
ANGELES, ET AL. 




NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT — CIVIL 


CASE NUMBER: 

BC336272 



TO (insert name of party being served): THE ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS ANGELES 

NOTICE 

The summons and other documents identified below are being served pursuant to section 41 5.30 of the California Code of Civil 
Procedure. Your failure to complete this form and return it within 20 days from the date of mailing shown below may subject you 
(or the party on whose behalf you are being served) to liability for the payment of any expenses incurred in serving a summons 
on you in any other manner permitted by law. 

If you are being served on behalf of a corporation, an unincorporated association (including a partnership), or other entity, this 
form must be signed by you in the name of such entity or by a person authorized to receive service of process on behalf of such 
entity. In all other cases, this form must be signed by you personally or by a person authorized by you to acknowledge receipt of 
summons. If you return this form to the sender, service of a summons is deemed complete on the day you sign the 
acknowledgment of receipt below. 

Date of mailing: July /? , 2005 REDACTED 

R EDACTED 

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT 

This ackn owledges receipt of (to be completed by sender before mailing): 

1. I I A copy of the summons and of the complaint. 

2. LxJ Other (specify): Summons, Complaint, Notice of Case Assignment y^*"""" 

REDACTED 



(To be completed by t 
Date this^Brrn/l si; 




(TYPE OR PffNT YOUR NAME AND NAME OF ENTITY. IF ANY, 
ON WHOSE BEHALF/THIS FORM IS SIGNED) 



(SIGNATURE OF PERSON ACKNOWLEDGING RlCEIPT. wfrH TITLE IF 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT IS MADE ON BEHALF OF ANOTHER PERSON OR ENTITY) 



PH» 1 of 1 



Form Adopted for Mandatory Use . 

Judtaal Counaf of California 
POSOt5(R»v. January 1, 2005I 



NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT — CIVIL 




Codo of Civil Procedure, 
H4t5.30.417.10 



254829 
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POS-OtS 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 



"REDACTED 



TELEPHONE NO.: 
E-MAIL ADDRESS (OptbnH): REDACTED 
ATTORNEY FOR (Nam): Plaintiff 



FAXNO.fGpttJMft 



REDACTED 



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF Los Angeles 

STREET ADDRESS: 111 N. Hill Street 

mailing address: 111 N. Hill Street 
city and zip code: Los Angeles, CA 90012 
branch name: Central District 



plaintiff/petitioner: REDACTED 



DEFENDANT/RESPONDENT: THE ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OP LOS 
ANGELES, ET AL. 



«wccwruseoM.r 



NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT — CIVIL 



CASE NUMBER: 

BC336272 



TO (insert name of party being served): ST. SEBASTIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 



NOTICE 

The summons and other documents identified below are being served pursuant to section 415.30 of the California Code of Civil 
Procedure. Your failure to complete this form and return it within 20 days from the date of mailing shown below may subject you 
(or the party on whose behalf you. are being served) to liability for the payment of any expenses incurred in serving a summons 
on you in any other manner permitted by law. 

If you are being served on behalf of a corporation, an unincorporated association (including a partnership), or other entity, this 
form must be signed by you in the name of such entity or by a person authorized to receive service of process on behalf of such 
entity. In all other cases, this form must be signed by you personally or by a person authorized by you to acknowledge receipt of 
summons. If you return this form to the sender, service of a summons is deemed complete on the day you sign the 
acknowledgment of receipt below. _ 



Date of mailing: July /j? , 2005 

REDACTED 



REDACTED 



s wrv rrun i 



ACKNOWLEDGME 

This ackn owledges receipt of (to bm eompfeted by sender before mailing): 

1. I J A copy of the summons and of the complaint. 

2. I X I Other: (specify): Summons, Complaint, Notice of Case Assignment 



REDACTED 




» NAME AND NAME OF ENTrTY. IF ANY. 
-■ THIS FORM IS SIGNED) 



Form Adopltd foe MwKtetory Uh 

Judical Council of CHHonu 
POS415|Rev.J«m»ry 1.2X5] 



NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT — CIVIL 



Code of Civil ProcMw*, 
§S«15.JO. 417.10 



254830 
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POS-Q15 



IflATrOBNEVORPAHTVWrmOUTiTTOBWSV /Mama . Silt* Bvnumhm, »<«Uuih 

REDACTED 



KLDAC ! LU 



mEPHONE NO.: REDACTED 
E-MAIL ADDRESS (Oplionil): REDACTED 
ATTORNEY FOR (H*m%): Plaintiff 



FAX NO. (OpOiritl): 



REDACTED 



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF Los Angeles 
street address: 111 N. Hill Street 
mailing address: 111 N. Hill Street 
city and zip code: Los Angeles, CA 90012 

branch name: Central District 



PLAINTIFF/PETITIONER: 



REDACTED 



DEFENDANT/RESPONDENT: THE ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS 
ANGELES, ET AL. 



FOR COURT USE ONLY 



NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT— CIVIL 



CASE NUMBER* 

BC336272 



TO (insert name of party being served): ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES EDUCATION & WELFARE CORPORATION 



NOTICE 

The summons and other documents identified below are being served pursuant to section 415.30 of the California Code of Civil 
Procedure. Your failure to complete this form and return it within 20 days from the date of mailing shown below may subject you 
(or the party on whose behalf you are being served} to liability for the payment of any expenses incurred in serving a summons 
on you in any other manner permitted by law. 

If you are being served on behalf of a corporation, an unincorporated association (including a partnership), or other entity, this 
form must be signed by you in the name of such entity or by a person authorized to receive service of process on behalf of such 
entity. In all other cases, this form must be signed by you personalty or by a person authorized by you to acknowledge receipt of 
summons. If you return this form to the sender, service of a summons is deemed complete on the day you sign the 
acknowledgment of receipt below. 



Date of mailing: July/ ^ , 2005 

REDACTED 



REDACTED 
REDACTED 



✓^SIGNATURE OF SENDER — MUST NOT BE A PftKTT IN THIS tASt) 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT 



This acknowledges receipt of (tot* completed by sender baton mailing): 

1. I I A copy of the summons and of the complaint. 

2. I X I Other (specify): Summons , Complaint , Notice of Case Assignment 



REDACTED 



II Trc ly* mint TUUK PWMt AfiL> NAMt Vr fcN 111 T, II- MIT, 

4 WHOSE BEHALF THIS FORM IS SIGNED) 



li Trc UK r 

>6nv 




acknowledgment is made ONBEHALF of another PERSON on r h 



Form Adopted tor MandaKxy U» 

Judical Coundl of California 
POS-015 |R«v. J»nu»ry 1. 2005] 



NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT — CIVIL 



Soiui 



Code o* C ^ ■.wx#«. 



254831 
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SUMMONS ON COMPLAINT 

(CITACION JUDICIAL) 

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: 

&™S''aRCHBISHOP OF LOS ANGELES ; ST 
SEBASTIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH; ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
EDUCATION & WELFARE CORPORATION; MICHAEL WEMPE; and 
DOES 1 through 100, inclusive, 



SUM-100 



FOR COURT USB ONLY 
(SOLO PARA USO DE LA CORTE) 



YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF: 

(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE): 

REDACTED 



You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons and leaal papers are served on youto file a written "JP™**?}^ '^UoVwaX 
copy se^ed oh the plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not protect you. Your ^^J^ s £°" s ° ^ ^^fy. Jig form^and nwe 

Droaram You can locate these nonprofit oroups at the California Le 8 al Services Web site (www.lawhelpcallfornla.oro) the California 
fEE* Online letf-HeTpCeX (wv^.courtinfo.ca. 8 ov/selfhelp), or by contacting your local court or county bar assoclat.cn. 

Tiene 30 DlAS DE CALENDARIO despufe de cue le entreguen esta c/factti, P« T^eTPutV^pT^ 

en esfa corte y /racer que se entregue una eopla a/ demandante. Una carta o una flamada fetefdn/ca no to protegen. '""f"**"*"^ 

fegates oraft/rtos de on programs de serviclos legates sin fines de /ocro. Puede e/iconfrar ^s gn^os sln fines de lucro en 
California Legal Services, (www.Uwhelpeallfomia.org), en el Centro de Ayudade las Cortes '<hMbn4 
fiyww.court/nfo.ca. g ov/se/Bie/p/espano^ o ponfendose en confacfo con fa corte o e/ co/ea/o de abogados to^aies 

... # .. ■ race mhmrpr- ~- ^ 



CASE NUMBER: ^ J -J 0 £ / £ 
(Ntimero del Caso): 



The name and address of the court is: 
(El nombre y direction de la corte es): 
Los Angeles Superior Court 
111 N. Hill Street 
111 N. Hill Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
CGiit^al Disfcirict 

The name address, and telephone number of plaintiffs attorney, or plaintiff without an attorney is: ae , 
REDACTED redacted 



REDACTED 



JUL 08 211 



nn A. Ctart8 



Clerk, by 
(Secretario) 



REDACTED 



UAlt: 

(Fecha) <jul. i 

(For proof of service of this summons, use Proof of Service of Summons (form PC 

(Para prusba de entrega de esfa citatidn use el formulario Proof of Service of Summons, (POS-OtOj). 

NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED: You are served 
P I as an individual defendant. 

[ 1 as the person sued under the fictitious name of (specify): 




1. 
2. 



3, | | on behalf of (specify): 

under: I I CCP 416.10 (corporation) 

| | CCP 4 1 6.20 (defunct corporation) 

| | CCP 416.40 (association or partnership) 

I j other (specify): 

4. | | by personal delivery on (date): 



| | CCP 416.60 (minor) 

| | CCP 416.70 (conservatee) 

| | CCP 416.90 (authorized person) 



Form Adopted for Mandatory Use 

Judicial Council of California 
SUM-10O |Rev January 1. 2004] 



SUMMONS 




Code ol Civil Procedure §§ 4 12.20, 465 



254832 
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NOTICE OF CASE ASSIGNMENT 
LOS ANGELES SUPERIOR COURT 



BC336272 



CASE NUMBER 



THIS FORM IS TO BE SERVED WITH THE SUMMONS A MD COMPLAINT 
Your case is assigned for all purposes to the judicial officer indicated below. There is additional information on the reverse side of this 





ASSIGNED JUDGE 


DEPT 


ROOM 


ASSIGNED JUDGE 


DEPT 


ROOM 




Hon. Gregory Alarcon 


36 


410 


Hon. William F. Fahey 


78 


730 




Hon. Helen I. Bendix 


18 


308 


Hon. Michael L. Stern 


62 


600 




Hon. Elihu M. Berle 


42 


416 


Hon. Jane Johnson 


56 


514 




Hon. Soussan Bruguera 


71 


729 


Hon. Morris B. Jones 


48 


506 




Hon. Susan Bryant-Deason 


52 


510 


Hon. Conrad Aragon 


49 


509 




Hon. Terry Green 


14 


300 


Hon. Maureen Duffy-Lewis 


38 


412 




Hon. James C. Chalfant 


13 


can 


Hnn Malrnlm H Mackev 

null. IVIall-UMil I*. a " ftlJ T 


55 


515 




Hon. Judith C. Chirlin 


89 


bJZ 


Unn Inn k/t KAs>\zneia 
non. jui] ivi. iviayovjo 


72 


731 




Hon. Rolf M. Treu 


5B 


516 


Linn i . 1 1 r4 f hAmntnrt 
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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CENTRAL COURT 

BC536272 

) CASE NO. 

COMPLAINT FOR: 



Plaintiff, 



9 
10 
11 
12 

13 il 

i! THE ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP 

14 OF LOS ANGELES; ST. SEBASTIAN 
'•! CATHOLIC CHURCH; ARCHDIOCESE OF 

15 !l LOS ANGELES EDUCATION & WELFARE 
"• CORPORATION; MICHAEL WEMPE; and 

DOES 1 through 100, inclusive. 



16 ;i 

17 • 
18 
19 ; 
20 
21 
22 

23 
24 
.25 
26 
27 
28 



Defendants. 



1. CHILDHOOD SEXUAL ABUSE; 

2. NEGLIGENCE; 

3. NEGLIGENT SUPERVISION; ^ 

4. NEGLIGENT HIRING/RETENTION; 

5. FRAUD; 

6. FIDUCIARY/CONF. RELATIONSHIP 
FRAUD AND CONSPIRACY; 

7. BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTY; 

8. NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO WARN, 
TRAIN, OR EDUCATE PLAINTIFFS; 

9 INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF 
EMOTIONAL DISTRESS; 

10 VIOLATION OF PENAL CODE § 32; 

1 1. VIOLATION OF PENAL CODE 
§11166; 

12. VIOLATION OF PENAL CODE 
§§ 273a(a), (b); 

13. RESERVED; 

14. NEGLIGENCE PER SE 
STATUTORY VIOLATIONS; 

15. RESERVED; 

16. FRAUD AND DECEIT; 

17. PREMISES LIABILITY; 

18. RESERVED. 

[Demand lor Jury Trial] 



FOR 



1 



COMIM.AINT 



254834 



CCI 003471 



RCALA011517 



, ; Based upon infonnatkm and belief available to Plaintiff at the time of the filing of this 

2 i Complaint, Plaintiff makes the following allegations: 

:! PARTIES 

3 i; 

4 j< \. PlaintiffREDACTED ("Plaintiff is an adult male. Plaintiffwasaminoratthetimc 

l! 

5 !j ofthe sexual abuse alleged herein. . 

6 i! 2 . TheRomanCatholicArchbishopofLosAngelesOhe-Archdiocese^isacorporationsole, 

7 ! i authorized to conduct business and conducting business in the State of California, with its principal 

8 placeofbusinessin Los Angeles, California. The Archdiocese has responsibility for Roman Catholic 

9 Church operations in Los Angeles, Ven M , 
10 !| is the archdiocese that employed Michael Wempe at the time he abused Plaintiff j 

redacted ^. jj ^ ^ ^ a Roman Cat holic school and/or parish ! 

12 i! located in Santa Paula, California. St. Sebastian is the parish that employed Michael Wempe at the ; 
c ji 

S 13 [ time he abused Plaintiff. : 

I 14 i 2.1a Aichdiowseof^ 

I 15 f Corporation") is a non-profit corporation authorized to conduct business and conducting business in . 

16 : the State of California, with its principal place of business in Los Angeles. California. Plaintiff is • 

17 ' informed and believes, and on that basis alleges, that Defendant Archdiocese Education Corporation 

1 8 : owned and/or controlled St. Sebastian at all times relevant. 

19 : 2.3 RESERVED. 

20 * 2.4 Michael Wempe ("Wempe"). was at all times relevant an ordained priest in the Roman 

21 . catholic Church. Wempe sexually abused Plaintiff. During the dates of abuse, Wempe was a 
2 practicing priest assigned to the Archdiocese. St. Sebastian, the Archdiocese Education Corporation,. 

and Does 1 through 1 00, and was under the direct supervision, employ andTsontrol of the Archdiocese, 

24 St. Sebastian, the Archdiocese Education Corporation, and Does 1 through 100. 

25 3. Defendant Does 1 through 100, inclusive, arc individuals and/or business or corporate 

26 entities incorporated in and or doing business in California whose true names and capacities are 

27 unknown to Plaintiff, who therefore sues such defendants by such fictitious names, and who will 

28 amend the Complaint to show the true names and capacities of each such Doe defendant when 
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O 

i 

o 



1 ! ascertained. Each such Defendant Doe is legally responsible in some manner for the events, : 

2 I happenings and/or tortious and unlawful conduct that caused the injuries and damages alleged in this 

3 l Complaint. The Archdiocese, St. Sebastian, the Archdiocese Education Corporation, Wempe, and 

4 j! Does 1 through 100 are some times hereinafter referred to as the "Defendants." 

5 j| 4 . Each Defendant is the agent, servant and/or employee of other Defendants, and each 

6 j Defendantwasactingwith^^^ 

7 1 employee of the other Defendants. Defendants, and each of them, are individuals, corporations, 

8 partnerships and other entities which engaged in, joined in and conspired with the other wrongdoers 

9 in carrying out the tortious and unlawful activities described in this Complaint, and Defendants, and 
10 each of them, ratified the acts of the other Defendants as described in this Complaint. 

n BACKGROUND FACTS APP T Tr ART K TO AT ,T COUNTS 

12 j 5. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and on that basis alleges, that Wempe, while he was an 

13 ordained priest, was at all times mentioned herein an agent, employee, or servant of the Defendants, 

14 andVorwasunderthejurisdictionand 

15 | believes, and on that basis alleges, the following: 

16 v a. On or about April 30. 1966, Wempe was ordained a priest. At that time. Wempe 

17 ',: was incardinated in the Archdiocese. 

18 :| B . On or about May 14, 1966, Wempe was assigned to St. John Chrysostom. 



19 !; Inglewood. 



C. On or about March 25, 1 969, Wempe was assigned to St. Andrew. Pasadena. 

D. On or about September 2. 1 969, Wempe was assigned to St. Rose of Lima, Simi 



20 'j 

21 : 

22 Valley. ' . 

23 • E . On or about June 11, 1973. Wempe was assigned to Si. iudc. Wesllakc Village. 

24 ; F. On or about June 1 7, 1 977, Wempe was assigned to Sacred Heart, Ventura. 

25 c. On or about February 20, 1 978, Wcmpc was assigned to leach at Paraclete High 

26 School, Lancaster, with his residence at Si. Mary Church. Palmdatc. 

27 h. On or about July 1 2. 1 984. Wcmpc was assigned lo St. Sebastian, a Catholic church 

28 | and school in Santa Paula, California, owned by and/or under the jurisdiction and control of the 
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, ' Archdioceseand/orthe Archdiocese Education Co^^^^ 

2 " servant of the Archdiocese and/or the Archdiocese Education Corporation. 

3 , [ on or about September 1 . 1 986, Wempe went on sabbatical to Vatican II Institute, 

4 '.' MenloPark. 

5 j: j. OnoraboutFebruaryl.l987,WempewasassignedasadministratorproternofSt. 

6 i : Sebastian, a Catholic church and school in Santa Paula, California, owned by and/or under the 

7 I jurisdiction and control of the Archdiocese and/or the Archdiocese Education Corporation, where he 
" was an employee, agent, and/or servant of the Archdiocese and/or the Archdiocese Education . 
! Corporation. 

jj K. On or about June 22, 1987, Wempe was assigned to Foundation House, Servants 

1 1 1 of the Paraclete, Jemez Springs, New Mexico, a treatment center for pedophile priests. . 

12 || L . OnoraboutJanuaryl8,1988,WempewasassignedtoCedars-SinaiMedicalCenter 

13 j; as chaplain, and assigned to live at St. Ambrose, West Hollywood. 

14 ;: m. On or about October 1 5, 1998, Wempe continued as chaplain at Cedars-Sinai, but 

15 was assigned to live at Immaculate Heart of Mary, Los Angeles. 

j 6 N . On or about February 1 . 2002, Wempe continued as chaplain at Cedars-Sinai, but 

17 was assigned to live at Cathedral Chapel. Los Angeles. 

! g 0. In 2002, Wempe was granted early retirement. 

19 P. Wempe is currently being prosecuted for child molestation. 

20 6. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and on that basis alleges, that Wempe molested minor 

2 1 parishioners and/or students from parishes and/or schools owned, operated, and controlled by the 

22 Defendants. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and on that basis alleges, that Defendants were aware 

23 of. had notice of, and should'have known, of Ihc molestations by Wempe. For example. Plaintiff is 

24 informed and believes, and on that basis alleges, the following: 

a. Employees, ageius. and or persons under thejurisdiction and control of Defendants 

2fi saw boys going to Wcmpo's bedroom with him. 

27 b. Kmployees. agents, and or persons under the jurisdiction and control of Defendants 

28 knew that boys were spending the night in Wcmpo's bedroom with him. 
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C. Parentscomplain e dtoemploy e e S ,agents,and/orp e rsonsunderU ie junsdictionand . 
control of Defendants about Wempe's activities with children. 

D. Wempc was moved from St. Andrew, Pasadena within six months of having been 
assigned there. Plaintiff is informed and believes that a priest being removed from aparish so quickly 
is typically a response to complaints about that priest. 

E. Wempe was moved from Sacred Heart,' Ventura, six months after having been 
assigned there, and was sent to live in Palmdale. Plaintiff is informed and believes that a P riest.being 
removed from a parish so quickly is typically a response to complaints about that priest. . , 

F. The employees, agents, and/or persons under the jurisdiction and control of ! 
Defendants were aware that Wempe had an unusual interest in minor boys, and had frequent j 
unsupervised contact with children for extended periods of time. 

G. Many of the minor boys who were subjected to sexual abuse by Wempe reacted to 
the abuse in ways that should have made Defendants question the circumstances and motivation of 
Wempe's contact with minor boys. The minor boys abused and molested by Wempe were young, 
impressionable and particularly vulnerable. 

7. Plaintiff is further informed and believes, and on that basis alleges, that even though the 

Defendants knew and should have known that Wempe had molested and sexually abused minors, and 
even though the Defendants had actual and constructive knowledge of the molestations and sexual 
abuses, the Defendants covered up the molestations and abuses by Wempe, continued to hold Wempe 
out as a Catholic priest who could be trusted with minor parishioners and/or minor students, continued 
to allow Wempc to work with minor parishioners and/or minor students on a daily basis, and 
continued to move Wempc to different Catholic churches and/or schools within the Defendants, and 
tailed to supervise and/or monitor Wempc to ensure that he was not molesting minor parishioners and 
students again. 

Wempe's Abuse and Molestation of Plai ntiff 
8. piainiiirwasbomoiijuly^jmandiscurtcnllyZSycarsold. PlaimilTwas raised in the 

Roman Catholic Church. Plaintiff and his family were parishioners at St. Sebastian, 
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During the time that Wempe was assigned to St. Sebastian in Santa Paula, California, 
, I! WcmpesexuallyabusedandmolcstedP.ainnfrinoraboutthe 1980s, when Plaintiffwas a minor. The 

3 11 acts ofsexual abuse and molestation included, but were not limited to, fondling of buttocks (ski, to 

4 : skin), oral copulation of minor, digital anal penetration of minor, pre-sexual grooming, and other 



5 i| things. 
6 



9 

10 

REDACTED 

11 



i 10. RESERVED. 

7 | 10.1 RESERVED. . 

n Asadireotresultofthewrongfulconductallegedherein.Plamtiffsuffered^ 

t osuffer )g reatpainofmindandbody, S hock,emotionaldistre S s )P h y sical manifestations of emotional 
distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life; has 
suffered and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue to be prevented from- 
12 f performing his daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; has sustained and continues 
1 13 | to sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and/or has incurred and will continue to incur 

| 14 II expenses for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 

* 15 ! 11.1 RESERVED. 



16 
17 
18 

19 ■ 13 



FIRST CAUS E* OF ACTION 
(Childhood Sexual Abuse) 
(Against All Defendants) 



12. Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 

Wempe engaged in unpermitted, harmful and.offensive sexual conduct and contact 

20 upon the person of Plaintiff. Said conduct was undertaken while Wempe was an employee, volunteer, • 

2 1 represents vc. or agent of Defendants, whi le in the course and scope of employment with Defendants. 

22 14. Prior to or during the abuse alleged above. Defendants knew, had reason to know, or were 

23 othenviseon notice of unlawful sexual conduct by Wempe. Defendants failed to take reasonable steps 

24 and failed lo implement reasonable safeguards to avoid acts of unlawful sexual conduct in the future 
by Wempe. including, but no. limited to, preventing or avoiding placement of Wempe in functions or 
environment in which contact with children was an inherent part of those functions or environments. 
Furthermore, at no time during the periods of lime alleged did Defendants have in place a system or 



25 
26 
27 



28 
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1 I procedure to supervise and/or monitor employees, volunteers, representatives, or agents to insure that 

2 : they did not molest or abuse minors in Defendants' care, including the Plaintiff. 

3 I. 15 . as a result of the above-described conduct, Plaintiff** suffered, and continues to suffer 

4 5 great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations ofemotional distress, 

5 ' embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life; has suffered 

6 and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing 

7 1 Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; has sustained and will continue to 
sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and/or has incurred and will continue to incur expenses 

! for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 

15.5 RESERVED. 



8 
9 
10 



I: 



12 i', 

■ i 

13 j 16 

14 : ; n 



SV.COND CAT TSF. OF ACTION 
(Negligence) 
(Against All Defendants) 



Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 
Defendants had a duty to protect the minorPlaintiff when he was entrusted to their care by 

15 Si Plaintiffs parents. Plaintiff s care, welfare, and/or physical custody was temporarily entrusted to 

16 Defendants. Defendants voluntarily accepted the entrusted care of Plaintiff. As such, Defendants 

1 7 owed Plaintiff, a minor child, a special duty of care, in addition to a duty of ordinary care, and owed 

18 Plaintiff the higher duty of care that adults dealing with children owe to protect them from harm. 

19 . 18. Defendants, by and through their agents, sen-ants and employees, knew or reasonably 

20 should have known of Wempc's dangerous and exploitive propensities and/or that Wempe was an 

21 unfit agent. U was foreseeable that ifDefendants did not adequately exercise or provide the duty of 

22 care owed to children in their care, including but not limited to Plaintiff, the children entrusted to 

23 Defendants' care would be vulnerable to sexual abuse by Wempe. 

24 1 9. Defendants breached their duly of care to the minor Plaintiff by allowing Wempe 

25 to conic into contact with the minor Plaintiff without supervision; by failing to adequately, hire. 

26 supervise, or retain Wempe who they permitted and "enabled to have access to Plaintiff; by failing to 

27 invcstigateorothenviseconllrm or deny such facts about Wempe; by failing to tell orconcealing from 

28 Plaintiff. Plainti ITs parents, guardians, or law enforcement officials that Wempe was ormay have been 
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1 jj sexually abusing minors; by failing lo tell or concealing from Plaintiffs parents, guardians, or law i 

2 J! enforcement officials that Plaintiff was or may have been sexually abused after Defendants knew or . 

3 I had reason lo know that Wempe may have sexually abused Plaintiff thereby enabling Plaintiff to 

4 3 continue lobe endangered and sexually abused, and/or creating the circumstance where Plaintiff was 

5 3 less likely to receive medical/mental health care and treatment, thus exacerbating the harm done to 

6 j Plaintiff; and/or by holding out Wempe to the Plaintiff and his parents or guardians as being in good 
standing and trustworthy. Defendants cloaked within the facade of normalcy Defendants' and/or 
Wempe's contact and/or actions with the Plaintiff and/or with other minors who were victims of : 

9 Wempe, and/or disguised the nature of the sexual abuse and contact. 

10 20. As a result of the above-described conduct, Plaintiff has suffered, and continues to suffer j 

1 1 greatpain ofmind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, ■ 

1 2 ! embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life; has suffered 

13 j| and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing 

14 j Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; has sustained and will continue to 

1 5 j sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and/or has incurred and will continue to incur expenses 

16 i for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 

i: 

17 .; 

18 i 

1 9 I 21. Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 

20 11 22. Defendants had a duly to provide reasonable supervision of Wempe; to use reasonable care 

21 •; in investigating Wempe; and to provide adequate warning to the Plaintiff, the Plaintiffs family, minor 

22 • students, and minor parishioners of Wempe's dangerous propensities and unfitness. 

23 23. Defendants, by and through their agents, servants and employees, knew or reasonably 
24- ■■' should have known of Wempe's dangerous and exploitive propensities and/or that Wempe was an 
25 unfit agent. Despite such knowledge. Defendants negligently failed to. supervise Wempe in the 
2d position of trust and authority as a Roman Catholic Priest, religious instructor, counselor, school 

27 administrator, school teacher, surrogate parent, spiritual mentor, emotional mentor, and/or other 

28 authority figure, where he was able to commit the wrongful acts against the Plaintiff. Defendants 

8 



THIRH rAlISF; OF ACTION 
(Negligent Supervision/failure to Warn) 
(Against AH Defendants) 
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failed to provide reasonable supervision of Wempe, failed to use reasonable care in investigating • 
Wempe, and failed to provide adequate warning to Plaintiff and Plaintiffs family of Wempe's 
dangerous propensities and unfitness. Defendants further failed to take reasonable measures to prevent 
future sexual abuse. 

24. As a result of the above-described conduct, Plaintiff has suffered, and continues to suffer 

great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, • 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life; has suffered i 

and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing , 

Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; has sustained and will continue to j 

sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and/or has incurred and will continue to incur expenses i 

for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Negligent Hiring/Retention) 
(Against All Defendants) 

25. Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 

26. Defendants had a duty to not hire and/or retain Wempe, and other employees, agents, 
volunteers, and other representatives, given Wempe's dangerous and exploitive propensities. 

: 27. Defendants, by and through their agents, servants and employees, knew or reasonably 

| should have known of Wempe's dangerous and exploitive propensities and/or that Wempe was an 
| unfit agent. Despite such knowledge. Defendants negligently hired and/or retained Wempe in the 
! position of trust and authority as a Roman Catholic Priest, religious instructor, counselor, school 
• administrator, school teacher, surrogate parent, spiritual mentor, emotional mentor, and/or other 
authority figure, where he was able to commit the wrongful acts against the Plaintiff. Defendants 
' failed to use reasonable care in investigating Wempe and failed to provide adequate warning to 
■ Plainti ff and Plaintiffs family of Wempe's dangerous propensities and unfitness. Defendants further 
failed to take reasonable measures to prevent future sexual abuse. 

28. As a result of the above-described conduct. Plaintiff has suffered, and continues to suffer 
great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 
embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life; has suffered 
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2 - ' ! ' " Plainti ff justifiably relied upon Defendants for information relating to sexual misconduct 
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1 i! and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing : 

2 S Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; has sustained and will continue to ! 

3 !| sustainlossofearningsandeamingcapacit^and/orhasincurredandwillcontinuetoincurexpenses . 

4 i! for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 

r ii FIFTH CAUSF. OF ACTION 

:i (Fraud) 
6 ;i {Against all Defendants) 

Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. ! 

30 Defendants knew and/or had reason to know of the sexual misconduct of Wempe. j 

3 1 . Defendants misrepresented, concealed or failed to disclose information relating to 

sexual misconduct of Wempe as described herein, and that Defendants continued to misrepresent, 

1 1 j! conceal, and fail to disclose information relating to sexual misconduct of Wempe as described herein. 

12 jj 32. Defendants knew that they misrepresented, concealed or failed to disclose information 
S 13 relating to sexual misconduct of Wempe. 

C 14 33. 

15 :: of Wempe. 

16 : 34. Defendants, with the intent to conceal and defraud, did misrepresent, conceal or fail to 

17 disclose information relating to the sexual misconduct of Wempe. 

18 35. As a direct result of Defendants' fraud, Plaintiff has suffered, and continues to suffer great 

19 ' pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

20 embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life: has suffered 

2 1 and continues to suffer spiritually: was prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing 

22 Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment oflife; has sustained and will continue to 

23 sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity: and/or has incurred and wiU'continue to incur expenses 

24 for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 

25 36. in addition, when Plaintiff finally discovered the fraud of Defendants, and continuing 
2f» thereafter. Plaintiff experienced recurrences of the above-described injuries. In addilion, when 
27 Plaintiff finally discovered the fraud of Defendants, and continuing thereafter. Plaintiff experienced 
2K ex ironic and severe mental and emotional distress that Plainti ff had been the victim of the Defendants' 
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fraud; thai Plaintiffhad not been able to help other minors being molested because of the fraud; and 
that Plaintiffhad not been ablebecause of the fraud to receive timely medical treatment needed to deal 
with the problems Plaintiffhad suffered and continues to suffer as a result of the molestations, 
36.1 RESERVED. 

SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Fiduciary/Confidential Relationship Fraud 
And Conspiracy to Commit Fraud) 
(Against All Defendants) 

37. Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 

38. Because of Plaintiff s young age, andbecause of the status of Wempe as an authority figure , 
to Plaintiff, Plaintiff was vulnerable to Wempe. Wempe sought Plaintiff out, and was empowered by j 

andacceptedPlainhTfsvulnerabihW 
protecting himself. 

39. By holding Wempe out as a qualified Roman Catholic clergy, religious instructor, 
counselor, school administrator, school teacher, surrogate parent, spiritual mentor, emotional mentor, 
and/or other authority figure, and by undertaking the religious and/or secular instruction and spiritual 
and emotional counseling of Plaintiff. Defendants entered into a fiduciary and/or confidential 
relationship with the minor Plaintiff. 

40. Having a fiduciary and/or confidential relationship, Defendants had the duty to obtain and 
disclose information relating to sexual misconduct of Wempe. 

4 1 . Defendants misrepresented, concealed or failed to disclose information relating to sexual 
misconduct of Wempe, and that Defendants continued to misrepresent, conceal, and failed to disclose 
information relating to sexual misconduct of Wempe as described herein. 

42. Defendants knew that they misrepresented, concealed or failed to disclose information 
relating to sexual misconduct of Wempe. 

43. IMaintilTjustiiiably relied upon Defendants for information relating to sexual misconduct 
of Wempe. 

44. DcfciulamsJnconL^^^ 

and came to a meeting of the minds whereby they would misrepresent, conceal or fail to disclose 
information relating to the sexual misconduct of Wempe. 

u ~ 
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, 3 45. By so concealing. Defendants committed at least one act in furtherance of the conspiracy, i 

2 46. AsadircctresuUofDefendants'fraudandconspiracy^Plaintiffhassuffcred.andcontmues 

3 ji to suffer great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional . 

4 j| distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life; has. 

5 || suffered and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue to be prevented from 

6 |! performing Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; has sustained and will 
" continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and/or has incurred and will continue to incur 

expenses for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. j 
47. In addition, when Plaintiff finally discovered the fraud of Defendants, and continuing j 

thereafter, Plaintiff experienced recurrences of the above-described injuries. In addition, when ; 
Plaintiff finally discovered the fraud of Defendants, and continuing thereafter. Plaintiff experienced 

12 || extremeandseverementalandemotionaldistressthatPlaintiffhadbeenthevictimof* 

1 3 , || fraud; that Plaintiff had not been able to help other minors being molested because of the fraud; and • 

1 4 j! that Plaintiff had not been able because of the fraud to receive timely medical treatment needed to deal 

15 ij with the problems Plaintiff had suffered and continues to suffer as a result of the molestations. 

16 ' 47.1 RESERVED. 



7 1 



17 ' 

18 ■ 

19 48. 

20 49. 
21 



SF.VENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Breach of Fiduciary Duty And/or Confidential Relationship) 
(Against All Defendants) 



Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 
Because of Plaintiff's young age. and because of the status ofWempc as an authority figure 
to Plaintiff. Plaintiff was vulnerable to Wempe. Wempc sought Plaintiff out. and was empowered by 

22 and accepted PlaintifTsvulne^ 

23 protecting himself. 

24 5i). By holding Wempc out as a qualified Roman Catholic clergy, religious, religious • 

25 -instructor, counselor, school administrator, school teacher, surrogate parent, spiritual mentor. 

26 emotional mentor, and'or any other authority figure, and by undertaking the religious and/or secular 

27 instruction and spiritual and or emotional counsclingof Plaintiff. Defendants entered into a fiduciary 
2S and/or confidential relationship with the minor Plaintiff. 
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, : 5 1 . Defendants and each of them breached their fiduciary duty to Plaintiff by engaging in the 

2 : negligent and wrongful conduct described herein. 

3 j; 52 ° As a direct result of Defendants' breach of their fiduciary duty, Plaintiff has suffered, and 

4 h continues to suffer great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of 

5 ; ! emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment 

6 ii of life; has suffered and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue to be 

7 \ prevented from performing Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; has 

8 I sustained and will continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and/or has incurred and 

9 ! will continue to incur expenses for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 



10 l| 52.1 RESERVED. 

REDACTED 

11 '': 
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"S 12 I 

I 13 53, 

C 14 ■ 54. 
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FTHHTH CA1 TSK Off ACTION 
(Negligent Failure to Warn, Train, or Educate Plaintiff) 
(Against All Defendants) 



Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 
Defendants breached their duty to take reasonable protective measures to protect Plaintiff 

15=! and other minor parishioners and/or students from the risk of childhood sexual abuse by Wempe, such 

1 6 as the failure to properly warn, train, or educate Plaintiff and other minor parishioners and/or students 

1 7 about how to avoid such a risk, pursuant to htarez v. Boy Scouts of America. Inc. . 97 Cal. Rptr. 2d 

18 12, 81 Cal. App. 4th 377 (2000). 

, 9 55. As a result of the above-described conduct, Plaintiff has suffered, and continues to suffer 

20 great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

21 embarrassment, loss of sclf-csicem. disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment or life; has suffered 

22 and continues to suffer spiritually: was prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing 

23 Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; has sustained and will continue to 

24 sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity: and/or has incurred and will continue to incur expenses 

25 for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 
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NINTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Intentional Infliction of Kmotional Distress) 



2 7 (Against All Defendants) 

28 56. Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 
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1 ' 57. Defendants' conduct was extreme and outrageous and was intentional or done recklessly. 

2 ! 58. Asa result of Defendants' conduct, Plaintiff experienced and continues to experience severe 

3 '. emotional distress resulting in bodily harm. 

4 i 59. As a result of the above-described conduct, Plaintiff has suffered, and continues to suffer 

5 i great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

6 '} embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, d.sgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment oflife; has suffered 

7 I and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing 

8 Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; has sustained and will continue to : 

9 sustainlossofeamingsandeamingeapacityjand/orhasincurredand will continue to incur expenses ' 
10 for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 



TFNTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Violation of Penal Code § 32) 



J 15 ! 61. 



REDACTED 

11 1 59.1 RESERVED. 

» H ii (Against All Defendants) 

§ 14 1 60. Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 

Defendants' acts described herein violate California Penal Code § 32 in that Defendants 

1 6 . harbored, concealed and/or aided Wempe after Wempe had committed a felony, with the intent that . 

17 ■ Wempe might avoid or escape arrest, trial, conviction and/or punishment, and Defendants having 

1 8 knowledge that Wempe had committed a felony. 

19 ; 62. Defendants continue to violate California Penal Code § 32 because of their continued 

20 • actions in harboring, concealing, and aiding Wempe. 

21 63. Plaintiff was within the class of persons to be protected by Penal Code §32. 

22 64. As a result of the above-described conduct. Plaintiff has suffered, and continues to suffer 

23 great pain ofmind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress. 

24 ' embarrassment, loss of self esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of cnjoxoncni of life; has suffered 

25 and continues lo suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue lo be prevented from performing 
20 Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of li fe; has sustained and will continue lo 

27 sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and/or has incurred and will continue to incur expenses 

28 for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 
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64.1 RESERVED. 



El FVFNTH C AHSF OF ACTION 
(Violation of Penal Code § 1 1 166) 
(Against AH Defendants) 
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65. Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 

66. Under the Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting Act, Defendants, by and through their 
employees and agents, were "child care custodians" and were "clergy members" under a statutory duty 
to report known or suspected incidences of sexual molestation or abuse of minors to a child protective 
agency, pursuant to California Penal Code § 1 1 1 64. 

67. Defendants knew, or should have known in the exercise of reasonable diligence, that 
Wempe had sexually molested, abused, or caused touching, battery, harm and other injuries to : 
Plaintiff, who was a minor, and to other minors, giving rise to a duty to report such conduct under 

§ 1 11 66 of the California Penal Code. 

68. By failing to report the continuing molestations known by Defendants, and each of them, 
and by ignoring the fulfillment of the mandated compliance with the reporting requirements provided 
under California Penal Code § 1 1 166, Defendants created the risk and danger contemplated by the 
Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting Act. and as a result, unreasonably and wrongfully exposed 
Plaintiff and other minors to the molestation as alleged herein, thereby breaching Defendants" duty of 
care to Plaintiff. 

69. Plaintiff was of the class of persons for whose protection California Penal Code § 1 1 166 
: was specifically adopted to protect. 

70. Had Defendants adequately performed their duties under § 1 11 66 of the California Penal 
Code, and reported the molestation of Plaintiff and other minors, the report would have resulted in the 
involvement of trained child sexual abuse case workers for the purpose* of preventing harm and 
further harm to Plaintiff and other minors, and preventing and/or treating the injuries and damages 
suffered by Plaintiff as alleged herein. 

71. As a proximate result ofDclendants failure to follow the mandators reporting requirements 
ofC-alilbmia Penal Code § 1 1 1 Oft. the I )efendants wrongfully denied and restricted Plaintiff and other 
minors from the protection ofchild protection agencies which would base changed the then-existing 
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1 arrangements and conditions, which provided the access and opportunities for the molestation of j 

2 Plaintiff. 

3 72. The physical, mental, and emotional damages and injuries resulting from the sexual 

4 molestation of Plaintiff a. leged herein, were the types of occurrences and injuries the Child Abuse and 

5 Neglect Reporting Act was designed to prevent. 

6 73. Defendants continue to violate these statutory sections because of their continued failure 

7 to report the abuse known to them. 

g 74 . As a result of the above-described conduct, Plaintiff haa suffered, and continues to suffer ; 
9 ' greatpainofmindandbody.shoclcemotionaldistress.physicalmamfestationsof emotional distress, j 

10 embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life; has suffered 

1 i and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing ' 

12 Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; has sustained and will continue to ' 

S 13 sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity, and/or has incurred and will continue to incur expenses 

1 4 for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 



REDACTED 
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* 15 74.1 RESERVED. 
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18 75. 

19 76. 



T w F i bth r AUSF. OF ACTION 
(Violation of Penal Code §§ 273a(a), (b)) 
(Against All Defendants) 



Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 
Under circumstances or conditions likely to produce great bodily harm or death, the 
20 Defendants willfully caused or .permitted the Plaintiff to suffer, or inflicted thereon unjustifiable " 
2 , physical pain or mental suffering, or having the care or custody of the Plaintiff willfully caused or 

22 permitted the person or health of the Plaintiff to be injured, or willfully caused or permitted the 

23 Plaintiff to be placed in a situation where the Plainti fTs person or health was endangered, in violation 

24 of California Penal Code § 273a(a). 

25 77 UlKi er circumstances or conditions other than those likely lo produce great bodily harm 
2., or death, .he Defendants willfully caused or permuted the Plaintiff to suffer, or inflicted thereon 
2- unjustifiable physical pain or mental suffering, or having the care or custody or the Plaintiff, willfully 

aused or permiucd the person or health of the PlaintifTlo be injured, or will fully caused or permitted 
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the Plaintiff to be placed in a situation where the Plaintiffs person or health may be endangered, in 
violation of California Penal Code § 273a(b). 

78. Plaintiff was within the class of persons to be protected by Penal Code §§ 273a(a). (b). 

79. As a result of the above-described conduct. Plaintiff has suffered, and continues to suffer 
great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress. 

6 : embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life; has suffered 

7 |i and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing 

8 \ Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; has sustained and will continue to 

9 ] sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and/or has incurred and will continue to incur expenses 
for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 

79.1 RESERVED. 
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THIRTEENTH ^AITSE OF ACTION 
(Reserved) 

80. RESERVED. 

81. RESERVED. 

82. RESERVED. 

83. RESERVED. 

84. RESERVED. 

85. RESERVED. 

86. RESERVED. 

87. RESERVED. 
88 RESERVED. 

89. RESERVED. 

90. RESERVED. 

KM RTKF.NI H C AUSE OF ACTION 
(Negligence Per Se for Statutory Violations) 
(Against AH Defendants) 

9! . PlainlitTincorporato all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 

02. At all times or sometimes herein mentioned, there vsas in full force and effect Penal Code 
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1 §§ 32; 1 1 166; 273a; 266j; 285; 286(b)(1) & (2); 286(c); 288(a) & (b); 288a(b)(l) & (2); 288a(c); 

2 289(h). (i) & (j); 647.6; or any prior laws of California of similar effect at the lime these acts described 

3 herein were committed. These laws made unlawful certain acts relating to the sexual abuse of minors. 

4 , 93. At the times mentioned herein. Defendants were in violation of the aforesaid statutes in 

5 : doing the acts set forth herein. 

6 94. Plaintiff was within the class of persons to be protected by Penal Code §§32; 11 166; 

7 '. 273a; 266j; 285; 286(b)(1) & (2); 286(c); 288(a) & (b); 288a(b)(l) & (2); 288a(c); 289(h), (i) & (j); 

8 : 647.6; or any prior laws of California of similar effect at the time these acts described herein were 

9 :| committed. 

redacted 10 ! 95. As a result of the above-described conduct, Plaintiff has suffered, and continues to suffer 
1 H great pain of mind and body, shock,, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

12 ■ embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life; has suffered 

1 3 : and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing 

14 Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; has sustained and will continue to 

15 sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and/or has incurred and will continue to incur expenses 

1 6 for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 
17 



FIFTEENTH PAUSE OF ACTION 
(Reserved) 



18 
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96. RESERVED. 

97. RESERVED. 

98. RESERVED. 

99. RESERVED, 
liio. RESERVED. 

RESERVED. 

1 1 P. RESERVED. 



SIXTEENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Fraud and Deceit) 
(Against all Defendants) 



(i3. ' Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 
04. Wempc held himself out to Plaintiff as a Roman Catholic Priest, religious 
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REDACTED 



1 || instructor, counselor, school administrator, school teacher, surrogate parent, spiritual mentor, 

2 i! emotional mentor, and/or other authority figure. Wempe represented to Plaintiff and Plaintiffs parents 

3 ; that he would counsel and guide Plaintiff with his educational, spiritual, and emotional needs. 1 05. 

4 i. These representations were made by Wempe with the intent and for. the purpose of 

5 I inducing Plaintiff and Plaintiffs parents to entrust the educational, spiritual and physical well being 

6 ''of Plaintiff with Wempe. . 

1 \ 1 06. Wempe misrepresented, concealed or failed to disclose information relating to his 

8 i! true intentions to Plaintiff and Plaintiffs parents when they entrusted Plaintiff to his care, which were 

- 

9 j| to sexually molest and abuse Plaintiff. Plaintiff justifiably relied upon Wempe's representations. 
10 !; 107. Wempe was an employee, agent, and/or representative of Defendants. At the time 
U 1; he fraudulently induced Plaintiff and Plaintiffs parents to entrust the care and physical welfare of 
12 ^ Plaintiff to Wempe, Wempe was acting within the course and scope of his employment with 

ju 13 ;• Defendants. 

O 14': 108. Defendants are vicariously liable for the fraud and deceit of Wempe. 

| 15 ; 1 09. As a result of the above-described conduct, Plaintiff has suffered, and continues to suffer 

1 6 great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

1 7 embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life; has suffered 

1 8 and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing 

19 Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; has sustained and will continue to 

20 sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity, and/or has incurred and will continue to incur expenses 

21 for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 

22 1 1 0. In addition, when Plaintiff finally discovered the fraud of Defendants, and continuing 

23 thereafter.. Plaintiff experienced recurrences of the above-described injuries. In addition, when 

24 Plainti IT finally discovered the fraud of Defendants, and continuing thereafter. Plaintiff experienced 

25 exlrenK- ami severe mental ami e.muu>n^ 

26 fraud: thai Plaintiff had not been able 10 help other minors being molested because of the fraud; and 

27 thai Plaintiff had not been able because olthc fraud to receive timely medical treatment needed to deal 

28 "with the problems Plaintiff had sul'lcrecl and continues to suffer as a result of the molestations. 
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I i HO.l RESERVED. 

-> SEVENTEENT H TAIISF. OF ACTION 

(Premises Liability) 

3 ; (Against All Defendants) 

4 in. Plaintiff incorporates ail paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 

5 112. At all limes herein mentioned. Defendants were in possession of the property where the 
■6 ! Plaintiffwasgrromedand 

r\ 113. At all times herein mentioned, Defendants knew that Wempe had a history of committing ; 

8 \ sexual assaults against children, and that any child at, among other locations, schools and parishes 

9 \ owned by and under the jurisdiction and control of Defendants, was at risk to be sexually assaulted ; 

! 

redacted ](} i by Wempe. 

II [ 114. Defendants knew or should have known that, among other locations, schools and parishes 
1 2 ' owned by and under the j urisdiction and control of Defendants had a history of sexual assaults against 

S 13 -! children committed by Wempe and that any child at, among other locations, schools and parishes 

C 14 ' owned by and under the jurisdiction and control of Defendants, was at risk to be sexually assaulted, 

j 15: It was foreseeable to Defendants that Wempe would sexually assault children if they continued to 

1 6 allow Wempe to teach, supervise, instruct, care for. and have custody and control of and/or contact 

1 7 with children. 

18 115. At a! 1 times herein mentioned. Defendants knew or should have known Wempe was 

1 9 repeatedly committing sexual assaults against children. 

20 116. H was foreseeable 10 Defendants that the sexual assaults being committed by Wempe 

2 1 would continue if Defendants continued to allow Wempe.to teach, supervise, instruct, care for. and 

22 have custody of and/or contact with young children. 

2? 1 P. Because it was foreseeable thai the sexual assaults being committed by Wempe would 

24 continue if Defendants continued to allow him to teach, supervise, instruct, care for. and have custody 

25 of and/or contact with young children. Defendants owed a duly of care to all children, including 
20 Plaintiff, exposed to Wempe. Defendants also owed a heightened duty of care to all children. 
2" including Plaintiff, because of theii young age. 



28 

20 



COMPLAINT 



254853 



CCI 003490 



RCALA011536 



j | lis. By allowing Wempe to teach, supervise, instruct, care for, and have custody of and/or 

2 I contact with young children, and by failing to warn children and their families of the threat posed by 

3 ;! Wempe, Defendants breached their duty of care to all children, including Plaintiff 

4 • J 1 9. ' Defendants negligently used and managed, among other locations, schools and parishes 

5 t owned by and under the jurisdiction and control of Defendants, and created a dangerous condition and 

6 I an unreasonable risk of harm to children by allowing Wempe to teach, supervise, instruct, care for and 

7 !| have custody of and/or contact with young children at, among other locations, schools and parishes 
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owned by and under the jurisdiction and control of Defendants. 

120. As a result of the dangerous conditions created by Defendants, numerous children were 
sexually assaulted by Wempe. 

121 . The dangerous conditions created by Defendants were the proximate cause of Plaintiff s 

ii 

12 jj injuries and damages. 

13 |j 122. As a result of these dangerous conditions, Plaintiff has suffered, and continues to suffer 

1 4 i| great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

15 i. embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life; has suffered 

1 6 '■ and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue' to be prevented from performing 

1 7 i ; Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life: has sustained and will continue to 

1 8 sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and/or has incurred and will continue to incur expenses 
19^ for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 

20 

21 123. RESERVED. 

124. RESERVED. 

125. RESERVED. 
RESERVED. 



EIGHTEENTH PAUSE OF ACTION 
(Reserved) 



22 
23 



24 125.1 
25 

26 WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for damages: costs: interest: attorneys" fees: statutory/civil penalties 

27 according to law; and such other relief as the court deems appropriate and just. 
28 
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5 t DATE: July 7, 2005 

6 |; 
7 

8 |j 

9 " 
10 

I; 

11 I 

12 \ 

13 i 

14 ' 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
2(1 



■WRY DEMAND 

Plaintiff demands a jury trial on all issues so triable. 
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REDACTED 
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MEMORANDUM 



TO; 



Presbyterale of the Archdiocese 



FROM: 



Monsignor Craig A. Cox, Vicar for Clergy 



RE: 



Keeping You Informed 



DATE: 17Janu*y.2006 



The criminal trial of Reverend Michael Wempe begins today. As the trial progresses, we expect 
that there will be media attention given to the testimony and the results of the trial. I wanted to 
give you this notice in advance. 

Please keep everyone involved in the trial in your prayers. 



254900 



** TOTAL PAGE. 02 ** 



CCI 003493 



RCALA011539 



) 




MEMORANDUM 



TO: 



Presbyterate of the Archdiocese 



FROM; 



Monsignor Craig A. Cox, Vicar for. Clergy 



RE: 



Keeping You Informed 



DATE: 22 February 2006 



Earlier today, the jury in the criminal trial of Reverend Michael Wempe reached the verdict of 
"Guilty" on the fifth of the five criminal counts lodged against him. The jury was unable to reach 
a verdict on the other four counts. 

Below please find the statement issued by the Archdiocese in response to this verdict. 



Father Michael Wempe's conviction cannot restore the trust and innocence stolen from his 
victims, but hopefully this verdict may provide them some measure of justice and comfort. 

To those he abused, we again apologize, and we assure them of our support and of our firm 
resolve to continue to employ effective means of preventing all forms of abuse in our church. 

We believed Father "Wempe's treatment had been successful. Today, a priest credibly accused of 
abuse is permanently removed from ministry. At the same time, abuse prevention programs in all 
of our parishes and schools equip parents and guardians with the skills to spot behavior that can 
lead to abuse and to report such behavior before abuse can take place. 



Please pray for those people who were harmed by Father Wempe as well as for all victims of 
sexual abuse. 



STATEMENT OF ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
ON CONVICTION OF FATHER MICHAEL WEMPE 



254896 



CCI 003494 



RCALA011540 



02/22/06 15:45:59 Via Fax 



-> 



REDACTED REDACTED 



Page 0B2 



W. 



ME; 




REDACTED 



3424 

Wlishlie 

Boulevard 



Los Ansdes 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



REDACTED 



FOR: IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
FEBRUARY 22, 2006 



Office: REDACTED 



Home: 



REDACTED 



STATEMENT OF ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
ON CONVICTION OF FATHER MICHAEL WEMPE 



Father Michael Wempe's conviction cannot restore the trust and innocence stolen from his 
victims, but hopefully this verdict may provide them, some measure of justice and comfort. 

To those he abused, we again apologize, and we assure them of our support and of our 
firm resolve to continue to employ effective means of preventing all forms of abuse in our 
church 

We believed Father Wempe's treatment had been successful. Today, a priest credibly 
accused of abuse is permanently removed from ministry. At the same time, abuse 
prevention programs in all of our parishes and schools equip parents an d guardians with the 
skills to spot behavior that can lead to abuse and to report such behavior before abuse can 
take place. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
NON-MANDATORY 



Date of this report to Public Authority: 
Name of Public Authority: 
Date of this Report to Archdiocese: 

Reported to Archdiocese by. 
Alleged Victim: 
Current Address: 

Telephone: 
Date of Birth: 
Alleged Perpetrator: 
Reported Date of Incident (s) 
Reported Circumstances of Incidents): 



12/17/2007 
REDACTED 



REDACTED 
REDACTED 



Fr. Michael Wempe 
1969 or 1970 

"My parents were getting a divorce & I 
went to Fr Michael for help at the 
rectory. He said, 'Let's go talk' and we 
went for a ride in his car to the drive in 
theatre. He slapped me around then had 
oral and anal sex with me. I later told the 
police and a teacher but no one ever did 
anything." 



Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect Sexual abuse. 

Comments: 

Submitted by the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles: 



REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting 



This report involves: 

Current Minor and Church Employee/volunteer 

Current Minor and Priest 

~ Past Minor and Priest 
, Past Minor and Religious Brother 
Past Minor and Religious Sister 



_Adult/Adult Case 
Other 



This Abuse was Sexual: 



This abuse was Physical: 

There was inappropriate touch: Confidential Report 

There was harassment: 

Brief Summary: 



To: 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 

\S REDACTED 



"^REDACTED &L) eSHtG 
REDACTED 



REDACTED and supervisors(s) 
REDACTED Human Resources 



Submitted bv: 
REDACTED 



Assistance Ministry Office 
Date l-at-d S 
Response needec L^i^L^ — 



Revised 8/6/07; 
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CURIA OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES IN CALIFORNIA 

RE: MICHAEL E. WEMPE 
Report of Alleged Graviora Delicto 
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DIOCESE 


Los Angeles in California 


NAME OF ORDINARY 


Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 


CDFPROT.NO. 


659/2004-21.302 


NAME OF CLERIC 


Reverend Michael E. Wempe 



PERSONAL DATA 


Date of Birth 


1 November 1939 


Age 


66 


Ordination 


30 April 1966 


Years of ministry 


36 


DIOCESE OF ORDINATION AND INCARDINATION 


Los Angeles in California 


CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLERIC 


Twin Towers Correctional Facility 
450 Baucher Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 


PROCURATOR; None 




ASSIGNMENTS 


Year 


Parish 


Location 


Appointment 


1966 


St. John Chrysostom 


Inglewood, California 


Parochial Vicar 


1969 


St Andrew 


Pasadena, California 


Parochial Vicar 


1969 


St. Rose of Lima 


Simi Valley, California 


Parochial Vicar 


1973 


St. Jude 


Westlake Village, California 


Parochial Vicar 


1977 


Sacred Heart 


Ventura (Saticoy), California 


Parochial Vicar 


1978 


Paraclete High School 


Palmdale, California 


Faculty , 


1978 


St. Mary 


Palmdale, California 


Residence 


1984 


St, Sebastian 


Santa Paula, California 


Parochial Vicar 


1986 


Sabbatical 


1987 


St. Sebastian 


Santa Paula, California 


Administrator 


1987 


Sick Leave 




1988- 

2002 


Cedars-Sinai Hospital 


Los Angeles, California 


Chaplain 


1988 


St. Ambrose 


West Hollywood, California 


Residence 


2001 


Cathedral Chapel 


Los Angeles, California 


Residence 1 


2002 


Private residence 


Seal Beach, California 


Early retirement without 
faculties. 
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ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE CLERIC 


Year 


Victim 


Age 


Imputable Acts 


Denunciation 


1991- 
1995 


REDACTED 


11-15 


Placing boy on his lap and fondling genitals both over 
and under clothing; oral copulation; five occasions 
over a four year period ' 


2003 


1977- 
1983 




7-14 


Massaging the boy's crotch during motorcycle rides; 
nut hand inside shorts and manioulatins: the eenitals; 
grabbing of buttocks; kissing; exposing himself to the 
boy; touching the boy with his penis. On one 
occasion, while helping the boy learn to drive, the 
priest put his hands inside the boy's pants and caused 
an accident, on passenger nearly died and the priest 
suffered severe internal injuries. Hundreds of 
incidents of abuse 


2003 


1975- 
1978 




12-15 . 


Fondling of genitals while motorcycle riding; patting 
of buttocks; fondling genitals underneath the boy's 
clothing; exposing himself to the boy 


2003 


1974 




15-16 


Exposing himself to the complainant; fondling the 
boy's genitals; one occasion 


2003 


1984- 
1987 






Unspecified claim of molestation 


2002 


1984- 

TQR7 






Unspecified claim of molestation 


2002 


1977- 

1 Qfll 




11-15 


Skin to skin fondling, approximately 150 occasions of 
abuse 


2003 . 


1979 




12-15 


Sleeping with boy, putting his hands under the 
pajamas and fondling the boy's genitals; aggressive 
pursuit of fondling; one incident of oral sex. 
Approximately 40-50 incidents of abusive activities 
over a two and a half year period 


2003 


1979- 
1982 




10-13 


On camping and a skiing trip and on the motorcycle, 
unspecified abusive actions 


2003 


i9oy- 
1977 




? 


Unspecified molestation 


February 
1988 


1074- 

1977 . 




13-15 


During sleep-overs placing hand under pajamas; 
fondling penis and masturbating the boy 


February 
1988 


1980- 
1983 




14-16 


Fondling during motorcycle rides; fondling legs and 
buttocks; oral sex; mutual masturbation; one incident 
of anal rape. Over 50 incidents of various types of 
abuse 


2003 


1976- ' 
1978 




14-16 


Fondling of genitals; grabbing penis while wrestling; 
oral copulation; masturbation; other sexual acts 


March 2002 




CIVIL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE CLERIC 


Year 


Type/Case 


Results 


2003 


Arrested and charged with 42 counts of 
sexually molesting five boys in the 1970s 
and 1980s 


Case dismissed when U.S. Supreme Court struck down 
California State law retroactively extending criminal statute of 
limitations 


2003 


Civil lawsuit for damages (02CC05471), 
REDACTED 


Pending \ 


2003 


Civil lawsuit for damages (SC036536), 

•REDACTED 


Pending 


2003 


Civil lawsuit for damages (BC308555), 

REDACTED 


Pending . • . 
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CIVIL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE CLERIC (continued) 


2003 


Civil lawsuit for damages (BC308665), 
REDACTED 


Pending 


2006 


Criminal trial on four counts of lewd 
conduct with a minor in 1990s and one 
count sexual molestation of a minor (oral 
copulation) in 1990s 


Found guilty of the count of sexual molestation of a minor; jury 
unable to reach a verdict on the other four charges; sentenced to 
three years in prison 




MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE DIOCESE 


Year 


Action taken 


1987 


Intervention, treatment at Servants of the Paraclete, Jemez Springs, New Mexico 


1988 


Restoration to limited ministry 


2002 


Retirement without faculties 




SUSTENANCE PROVIDED BY THE DIOCESE TO THE CLERIC 


When placed on leave of absence in 2002, Father Wempe was provided with monthly salary and transportation. On 1 
November 2004, when he turned 65, he began to collect from the Priests' Pension Fund of the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles.' In accord with Archdiocesan policy, loans, were extended to him during the period of the initial criminal 
investigation. ' • '. 




RESPONSE/RECOURSE MADE BY THE CLERIC 


Year 


Type of Response/Recourse 


2005 


In course of State criminal trial, makes admission through civil attorney that he sexually abused 1 j minor boys 
in the 1970s and 1 980s, but denies charges for which he is currently on trial (alleged sexual abuse of a minor 
boy between 1991-1995) 






BISHOP'S VOTUM 


Based on the results of the canonical investigation, and on Father Wempe' s refusal to seek laicization voluntarily, the 
votum expressed in the matter is that Wempe be dismissed ex officio from the clerical state by His Holiness Pope 
Benedict XVI. Although the measures already taken with regard to Wempe — viz., his withdrawal from active 
ministry and the revocation of his priestly faculties — seem sufficient for his personal correction in the matter,.the 
need to repair the scandal given and the obligation to restore justice cannot be sufficiently met without further action 
on the part of the Church. Given the egregious nature of the offenses committed, their great number, the ample 
publicity surrounding them and the immense harm done to both the Christian faithful and the community at large, it is 
believed that anything short of an ex officio dismissal will not adequately resolve the issue nor bring it to a proper 
closure : . — = ■ 



\ 
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REPORT 

Results of the Canonical Investigation into the GravioraD dicta 
Allegedly Committed by the Reverend Michael Edwin Wempe 



SPECIES FACTI 

The Reverend Michael Edwin Wempe Was born on 1 November 1939 and was ordained a 
priest for service in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles on 30 April 1966. From the date of his ordi- 
nation until his early retirement in 2002, Wempe was assigned as Parochial Vicar to seven differ- 
ent parishes (1966-1978, 1984-1986), as a faculty member of a Catholic high school (1978-1984), 
as parish administrator (1987) and' as a hospital chaplain (1988-2002). During this same time, he 
was also granted sabbatical leave in 1986 and sick leave in 1 987. 

Difficulties with superiors and staff members, excessive emotional outbursts and a series 
of improper and imprudent relationships with minor boys gave rise to a long history of conflict in' 
Wempe's first parish assignments, culminating in Wempe 's being sent in 1987 to a facility spe- 
cializing in psychological evaluation and diagnosis, after which he took part in a six-month in- 
patient therapy program. At the end of this treatment program, continuing individual therapy was 
strongly recommended as well as participation in a priest support group. It was also recom- 
mended that in any future ministry Wempe avoid all contact with minors and be helped to stay 
away from situations in which he might form manipulative relationships with relatively vulner- 
able individuals. 

In 1988, two brothers, in. their twenties* claimed that Wempe had sexually abused them 
some fourteen years earlier; one of these young men reported that the abuse occurred over a two- 
year period for a total of about ten incidents. Iti 2002, a 40-year-old man reported that Wempe 
had sexually abused him 26 years earlier, with multiple acts of abuse being perpetrated against 
him over a two-year period. In that same year, 2002, the Archdiocese granted Wempe early re- 
tirement for medical reasons; priestly faculties were also withdrawn at this time. In 2002 and 
2003, several other men came forward, accusing Wempe of sexually abusing them when they 
were pre-teenagers and teenagers. Wempe was arrested in 2003 and was charged with sexually 
molesting five boys in the 1970s and 1980s; however, these charges were later dismissed when 
the United States Supreme Court struck down a California State law that had sought to retroac- 
tively extend the criminal statute of limitations for such crimes . 

Later that same year, 2003, new accusations were made, advanced by a younger brother 
of two of the alleged victims for whom Wempe could no longer be tried because of the expiration 
of the statute of limitations. The new accusations claimed five episodes of abuse by Wempe that 
took place between 1991 and 1995; as the statute of limitations had not expired for these new al- 
legations, Wempe was arrested and tried on four counts of lewd conduct with a minor and one 
count of sexual molestation of a minor. Wempe was found guilty of sexual molestation, but the 
jury was unable to reach a verdict on the other four counts. Wempe was subsequently sentenced 
to three years in prison, which he is now serving. 



JN FACTO 

Everything presented here is drawn from documents on file in the archives of the Cwia of the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles, copies of which are attached hereto as numbered Exhibits. 
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Alleged Victim No. 1: REDACTED f born REDACTED 14-15 years old at time alleged 
abuse began 



In response to 2002 media coverage of priests removed from ministry due to sexual mis- 
conduct with minors, REDACTED wrote a letter to Cardinal Roger Mahony reporting that 
from 1976 to 1978, when REDACTED was 14-16 years old, he had been sexually abused repeatedly 
by Father Michael Wempe (see Exhibit 1, L^r^f 7 March 2002 to Cardinal Mahony). 

In a later more complete statement reported that these episodes of abuse started 

with monthly rides with Wempe on Wempe' s motorcycle. During these rides, Wempe would 
fondle REDACTED putting his, Wempe's, hands between REDACTED 's legs and rubbing; Wempe would 
explain that he "was trying to keep his hands warm". The abuse continued and escalated. In 
1978, on a trip to Tijuana, Mexico, Wempe would wrestle with REDACTED and grab his penis; REDACTED 
™° also reported that Wempe taught him to masturbate during this trip. That same year, 1 978, on 
a 7-10 day trip to visit REDACTED, S grandparents, Wempe would have REDACTED s ] e ep in the same bed 
with him and would masturbate himself and REDACTCD an d would engage in oral sex with REDACTED , 
Abuse also took place at a cabin, some 6-9 times: Wempe would again have REDACTED sleep with 
him in the same bed and would masturbate REDACTED He would instruct REDACTED to masturbate 
him, Wempe, and would attempt to engage in anal sex with him. He also performed oral sex on 
redacted^ Exhibit 2, Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED )_ 

Alleged Victim No. 2: REDACTED , born REDACTED f 7 _ 16 years oM at time of al _ 

leged abuse 

REDAC1ED reported that the abuse began in 1977, when he was 7 years old, on motorcycle rides 
with Wempe, during which Wempe would fondle"" 0 "" 's genitals. Other activities included sleep- 
ing in the same bed, Wempe attempting to masturbate REDACTC ° hugging and kissing him and grabbing 
his buttocks, exposing himself to R1OT touching mDX1E ° with his, Wempe's, penis. In January 1986, 
after had obtained his learner's permit for driving., Wempe was giving him a driving lesson in 
Wempe's car with ™ driving, also in the car was^'^'s younger brother REDACTED (AHeged Victim 
No. 4 below). In the courseof this driving "lesson", Wempe sat every close to REDra with his, 
Wempe's, left hand inside '"""'s pants. On this occasion, Kt * utu became distracted and drifted out 
of his lane into on-coming traffic on a two-lane highway. Wempe yanked the steering wheel, 
attempting to bring the car safely across the laneof on-coming traffic, but the car was broad-sided 
by a large commercial truck, severely injuring """"'s younger brother^ ACTECr who nearly died as 
a result of the accident. That was the last time that Wempe abused " EDAcra (see Exhibit 3, Claimant 
Questionnaire of REDACTED ), 

Alleged Victim No. 3: REDACTED born REDACTED 12 _i 5 yea rs old at time of 
alleged abuse 

redacted ig the 0 | der b ro ther 0 f Alleged Victim No. 2 above. He reported that the abuse be- 
gan while he was on day-trips and camping trips with Wempe, and that there were a minimum of 
50 episodes of abuse. The abuse would also be perpetrated while he was with Wempe on 
Wempe's motocycle, while he was alone with Wempe in his, REDACTED s, home and aUhe^rectory of 
St. Jude's Church. Wempe would fondle REDACTED S genitals, and expose himself to REDACTH3 (see Ex- 
hibit 4, Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED ). 

Alleged Victim No. 4: REDACTED born REDACTED ,11-15 years old at time of 

alleged abuse. \ 
redacted js the young - er brother of Alleged Victims Nos. 2 and 3 above. He reported that 
the abuse occurred on five occasions when he was alone with Wempe for half-day periods. Al- 
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, REDACTED , 

leged activities include Wempe fondling ;'s genitals, attempting to masturbate and 
performing oral sex on him (see Exhibit 5, Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED ), 

This is also the only allegation of abuse that would have taken place after Wempe had 
completed his therapy and treatment program, and it is the only allegation that does not appear 
credible. The accusation was made after the Courts determined that the statute of ^^Jots 
blocked Wempe's prosecution on previous allegations, including those of the two 
brothers appearing above (Alleged Victims Nos. 2 and 3). The accusations of this alleged victim 
were the basis of the criminal trial against Wempe, the trial at which Wempe was found guilty of 
one count of sexual molestation of a minor and for which Wempe is now serving a three-year 
prison term. 

Alleged Victim No. 5: REDACTED bornREDACTED 12-15 years old at time of alleged abuse 

" c ™ reported a history of-abuse by Wempe over a period of 2-214 years, while Wempe 
was in residence at St. Mary's Church in Palmdale, for a total of 4-50 episodes. Abusive acts in- 
cluded fondling of genitals while riding with Wempe on Wempe's motorcycle, while in Wempe's 
car and at the rectory. Wempe and m would also sleep together in the same bed and there was 
one episode of Wempe performing oral sex on™ (see Exhibit 6, Claimant Questionnaire of 

REDACTED^ 

Alleged Victim No. 6: REDACTED born REDACTED 1 1-15 years old at time of al- 
leged abuse 

REDACTED is the older brother of Alleged Victim No. 5 above. He reported that he was abused 
by Wempe approximately 150 times while Wempe was in residence at St. Mary's Church jn 
Palmdale Abusive acts included skin-to-skin fondling on camping trips, m the car, when 
spent the night with Wempe at the church rectory and at Wempe's mother's house in Seal Beach 
(see Exhibit 7, Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED i. 

Alleged Victim No. 7: REDACTED bornREDACTED 10-13 years old at time of al- 
leged abuse 

is the younger brother of Alleged Victims Nos. 5 and 6 above. Without specifying 
what was involved in the abusive acts, he reported that he was abused by D W«mpc > "countless 
times over a [period of] three to four years". He added that "my brothers REDACTED stayed 
with Father Mike during the same times I did" (see Exhibit 8, Claimant- Questionnaire of 
REDACTED. 

Alleged Victim No. 8: REDACTED born REDACTEDi 3 _i4 years old at time of alleged 
abuse 

redacted reporte(1 ^ ^ om 1974 to 1975 he was sexually abused a total of about ten times 
bv Wempe. These episodes of abuse took place on Wempe's motorcyde in Wempe's camper 
and at the rectory of St. Jude's Church; they included Wemp.e fondling REDACTED genitals and 
masturbating REDACTED while restraining him. REDACTED also claimed that his brother Redacted was 
sexually abused by Wempe as well (see Exhibit 9, Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED |. 

Alleged Victim No. 9: REDACTED date of birth unknown, a young teenager at time of 
alleged abuse 

redacted is the brotIier 0 f Alleged Victim No. 8 above and has provided ^explicit 
statement concerning his being sexually abused by Wempe. However, hh brother claims 
that redacted was abused by Wempe, and both brothers met with KbUAU I tU 
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REDACTED ed _ ofthe 

Archdiocese, to speak with nczLJn ^ 1 cu about their experiences of abuse (see Exhibit 10, Memo of 
14' March 1988). Of this meeting, REDACTED wrote that " also spoke of his experi- 
ences, similar to REDACTED ", and REDACTED himself, in a letter to REDACTED , stated that "numerous, 
diverse thoughts have gone through my head ... most profound, painful, and obvious of them is 
the thought/feeling that came to me as REDA0TED began to explain the whole situation ... That is, that 
this silence over years and years, due to selfishness and the will to survive, served only to protect 
this man in the ugly things he was doing. 1 only wish now that I'd've passed this info along to 
you (or whomever) long ago, so that more could have been done sooner . Somehow I felt, I guess, 
that my information would affect [sic] no change, that I was powerless" (see Exhibit 11, REDACTED 
redacted s Letter and REDACTED 's Letter of February 1988). 

Alleged Victim No. 10: REDACTED born REDACTED > 14 . 16 yearg o]d at time of 

. alleged abuse 

redacted re p 0r ted that he was abused more than 50 times by Wempe while Wempe was 
teaching at Paraclete High School in Palmdale and in residence at St. Mary's, The abuse included 
fondling and caressing, the viewing of pornographic material, REDACTED ' S being masturbated twice 
by Wempe, being asked twice to masturbate Wempe, being asked twice to perform oral sex on 
Wempe, having oral sex performed once on him by Wempe and being raped once by Wempe (see 
Exhibit 12, Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED ). 



Alleged Victim No. 11: REDACTED ^ hom redacted , 6, 7 or . 8 years old at time of alleged 
abuse 

REDACTED reported.that in 1985, 1986 or 1987, while Wempe was at St. Sebastian Church in 
Santa Paula, Wempe touched REmcTE ° 's naked. body, fondled his genitals and performed oral sex on 
him. REDOT further alleged that Wempe had done similar things to REDACTED, s older brother REDACTED 
(see Exhibit 13, Archdiocese Child Abuse and Neglect Non-Mandatory Reporting Form of 27 
June 2005). 

Alleged Victim No. 12: REDACTED date 0 f 5^ unknown, age at time of alleged abuse un- 
known 

redacted is the older Mother of Alleged Victim No. 1 1 above and has not come forward 
himself to make any claims of sexual abuse against Wempe. However, his brother alleged that 
redacted also wag & victim (jf^pg-j a b US e (see Exhibit 13, Archdiocese Child Abuse and Ne- 
glect Non-Mandatory Reporting Form of 27 June 2005). 

Alleged Victim No. 13: REDACTED born REDACTED 15-16 years old at time of al- 
leged abuse 

REDACTED claimed that he was abused by Wempe while Wempe was at St. Jude's in West- 
lake Village; Wempe was a priest, family friend and advisor. The abuse took place at the sauna 
and swimming pool areas ofthe Oakview Apartments in Westlake Village, and included Wempe 
exposing himself to REDACTED suggesting that REDACTED do the same, and fondling R ED ™ 3 gen}tals 
(see Exhibit 14, Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED j. 

Statements of Wempe regarding accusations 

' Because of pending criminal and civil litigation, Wempe made no direct statements to 
canonical auditors regarding his guilt or innocence of the allegations advanced against him. 
However, in the course of his criminal trial, he did admit through his legal counsel that he was 
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guilty of sexually molesting thirteen minor boys in the 1970s and the 19803.^ Despite this ac- 
knowledgment of guilt, he staunchly maintained his innocence of the molestation alleged by 
REDACTED ( see Exhibit 1 6, Article from Los Angeles Times, 19 November 2005; and Ex- 

hibit 24, Further Media Coverage), for which he was currently on trial. 

Moreover, issues of confidentiality preclude disclosing any statements made by Wempe 
in the course of his initial psychological testing and evaluation, and during his subsequent pro- 
gram of therapy and treatment. However, while Wempe was in said Treatment Program, he was 
visited by the Vicar for Clergy, who reported afterwards to Cardinal Mahony that he and Wempe 
had spent "a considerable amount of time discussing the confidentiality of reports". Wempe was 
"afraid the records will be sought by the courts at some time and that they could convict him". 
The Vicar also reported that "we discussed the possibility of legal problems in the future. [Fr. 
Wempe] is very aware that what he did comes within the scope of the criminal law in California. 
Although I do not know the exact details, he told me that there was some sexual touching, al-. 
though most of his activity would" better be described as 'cuddling'. He also mentioned that with 
the exception of one boy, all the others involved are now over twenty-one" (see Exhibit 15, 
Memo of 22 November 1987). 

Finally, after his conviction and sentencing, Wempe was visited by an archdiocesan rep- 
resentative who asked Wempe to consider the possibility of voluntarily petitioning the Holy Fa- 
■ ther'for laicization. While recognizing the inevitability of his being dismissed from the clerical 
state because of his admitted failings, Wempe stated that "priesthood is too precious to me to sign 
it away myself . - " 

Adminicula 

From the time of his first assignments in the Archdiocese, Wempe has had a series of dif- 
ficulties and problems, particularly with superiors, such that recommendations were made that he 
receive professional help (see Exhibit 17, Letter of 13 December 1977 to Cardinal Manning and 
Memo of 2 February 1978 to the. Cardinal). In 1987, the newly assignedREDACTED at St. 
Sebastian Church in Santa Paula wrote to the Vicar for Clergy with serious concerns about 
Wempe's relationships with young boys at the parish (see Exhibit 18, Letter of 22 May 1987 to 
Msgr Curry). In light of these problems with authority and of possible sexual misconduct with 
minors, Wempe was sent to a diagnostic facility in New Mexico for complete psychological 
evaluation and treatment (see Exhibit 19, Letter of Msgr. Curry of 17 June 1987). 

This evaluation and testing drew specific conclusions regarding Wempe's behavior, and 
Wempe remained in the New Mexico facility for a six-month program of in-house therapy and 
treatment. Throughout this time, periodic reports were sent to Cardinal Mahony regarding Fr. 
Wempe's progress, with a final report being made at the conclusion of this treatment. The confi- 
dentiality of all the information contained in those various reports, however, is protected by Fed- 
eral Law, and since Fr. Wempe has not given specific written consent for the further disclosure of 
that information, none of it may be presented here. 

This notwithstanding, at the conclusion of Wempe's treatment program, the Director of 
. the facility sent a letter to Cardinal Mahony to apprise the Cardinal of the final recommendations 
relative to Wempe. In this letter, the contents of which are not covered by the above-mentioned 
confidentiality clauses, the Director noted that "individual therapy is clearly called for" and the 
recommendation was made that that in considerations of future ministry, Wempe "needs to be m 
a situation which will allow him to avoid all contact with minors and also help him stay away 
from the opportunity for forming manipulative relationships with people who are relatively vul- 
nerable" (see Exhibit 20, Letter of 23 December 1 987 to Cardinal Mahony). 

Moreover, in 1988, one of Wempe's alleged victims was informed that the Archdiocese 
would pay for counseling if the victim so desired (see Exhibit 1 0, Memo of 14 March 1988). The 
victim took advantage of this offer, and the Vicar for Clergy asked Wempe to reimburse the 
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Archdiocese in the amount it paid out for therapy for this individual, as archdiocesan policy holds 
that it is the responsibility of the priest involved to assist the injured party (see Exhibit 21, Letter 
of 6 January 1989 to Father Wempe). Wempe responded by sending a check for $490 to cover 
the. costs involved (see Exhibit 22, Letter of .17 February 1989 to Father Wempe). 

The case of Michael Wempe has been amply publicized in the media (see Exhibit 23, 
Selected Press Reports), including his admission through legal counsel of his crimes (see Exhibit 
24, Further Media Coverage) 



CONCLUSION 

From the evidence brought forth in this investigation, including the admissions made by 
the cleric involved, it is certain that delicts, as described in canon 2359 §2 of the 1917 CIC and 
maintained in canon 1395 §2 of the 1983 CIC, have been committed. 
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Exhibit 1 

Letter of 7 March 2002 to 
Cardinal Mahony 



i 
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REDACTED " . I ! p i - .11 



March 7, 2002 

Cardinal Roger Michael Mahoay 
Archdiocese Of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90010 

Ref. Rev. Michael Wimpe 
Dear Cardinal Mahony, 



, read with interest the L» Angeles hS £»" 

sexual misconduct with minors. I wanted to J» ^ during Us time 

Mictaei Wimpe ^*^^E$££2ZS^ S me 

If?* another Parish in Venture and while , the 
Sschoollocated in the PalmdaWLancaster area. 

Mya b useh.pp=n=dwhUe^^^^ 

^iSrr^«* oral » rn— on, and 

other sexual acts. 

• u * WctlOvears now to deal with this and the problems resulting from 
I have been in therapy for almost 10 years now, k a successful. I should have 

his abuse and the environment at «* of 3 dtenCe - 

since atherapist was 

required to report the crime. 
XwouMlfcetosee^ 

priests who commit crimes sh °^ h ^^f b X church to address < Wlity issues" of 

it is vitally important that ^^ to j^J? J£ these people being allowed to work with 
priestsandnuBs(andlay-peoplemthechurch),pnortom ^ v 

kids. 
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REDACTED 



4 ,-JA — 1-. 12 



, „ continue my therapy to ™ SSC* 

As a survivor, I will not allow the past » ™. ^"^"wol^rs and stepson tot 
aimost 9 years tetter, and to be the lovmg >^°™*™^£^ Z weddings. I 
they deserve. I have not been to a ^^Sm values Z my children. I am a person 
continue to ^^*»»«g^^£LJ-*nv life, whether a, 
with strong moral values and good ete wiU best be served by not having a formal 

religion brings to then life. 

j . , . +_ ; „ _ v Kf e which is treated with medication, and 
This issue has « d a ^eat < - response in Bosto % I 
continues to today. I am saddened when i reaa * ti f Ae nerai population of 

hope that the statistics listed accused of sexualor child abuse). 

priVst in the United States (10% of the area pnest s ha ve bee n ac ^ ^ ^ 

make healthy changes for the people you serve. 



kids. 



REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED 
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Exhibit 3 
Claimant Questionnaire of 

REDACTED 



409343 



CCI 005937 



RCALA011560 



r.laimant Ouestionnaire 

REDACTED 



22 



CCI 005938 



RCALA011561 

51 



Exhibit 4 
Claimant Questionnaire of 

REDACTED 
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^ CONFIDENTIAL 

Claimant Questionnaire 
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Exhibit 5 



Claimant Questionnaire of 

REDACTED 



i 
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Claimant Questionnaire 
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Exhibit 6 
Claimant Questionnaire of 

REDACTED 
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Claimant Questionnaire 
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Exhibit 7: 
Claimant Questionnaire of 

REDACTED 
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j Claimant Questionnaire 
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Exhibit 8 
Claimant Questionnaire of 

REDACTED 
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Claimant Questionnaire 

REDACTED 
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Claimant Questionnaire of 

REDACTED 
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' MEMORANDUM 

DATE: March 14, 19 88 

FROM: Monsignor Curry 

TO: File 



RE; Michael Wempe 

REDACTED - REDACTED 



Had spoken to Redacted , H e was xn the Junior 

Seminary about thirteen years ago and was abused by 
Mike Wempe. who was a family friend. His mother was 
the only one who knew about it and was and has been 
terribly upset about it. I told him the Archdiocese 
would pay for counseling, and he and his mother may go, 

He asked me if I would have any objection to his 
confronting Mike Wempe, and I said no. He did not 
want me to talk to him in advance. 

I explained that he had been through major treatment, 
and that he had responded well. Also, I explained he 
was in a controlled situation whereby he would not be 
in ministry to minors. 
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Exhibit 11 

REDACTED -g Letter and 

redacted _ ' s Letter 
of-February'1988 



409434 



CCI 006028 



113 



ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
Santa Barbara Pastoral Region 

3240 Call* Plnen 
Santa Barbara. California 93105 
805-682-0442 



REDACTED 



February 8 S 1988 



Dear Tom, 



As per your request that I put in writing the revelations made to me 
recently about FR. MIKE WEMPE, I am jotting down these notes. 

Last week, two young men, -REDACTED ' had dinner with me at^ 

their request and revealed their facts and feelings. Both men are in their 
flttlJl REDACTlD is married, and ™ D is looking forward to being so. They 
si:: to have "weathered the storm" of their experience with Mike fairly 



well. 



Thev indicated that when they were in their teenage years, young teens, 
Ske had several times molested them in his camper while on outing with 
5£! redacted fina i ly confronted Mike with this, even kicked him out of the 
" fence, whi^ke had persuaded him to sleep Jor^kjrf J space 
and finally totally broke off any^ommunication with Mike. also spoke 
of his experiences, similar to 

t imow the family well. R ™was in the seminary at OLQA. during my tenure 
chere and we SeMry good friends. Their veracity is very strong in my 
view. 

REDACTED t , £ 

I have enclosed a letter t received yesterdavjrom ^ gi ^ n ^o« of 
his feelings, since during our dinner-talk did most of the talking. 

I ask you to keep this confidential to the extent that you can. I w 
of this matter until recently, though there were occasional rumors 
something like this. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
REDACTED 

Most REDACTED 



was unaware 
of 
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P<^<— } A REDACTED 



- • ^ ' \ ^ REDACTED 



/7 * it ~H Auk*"*- j ^ /7 D • / . 





^. ^ ^ REDACTED 
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Exhibit 12 
Claimant Questionnaire nf 

REDACTED 
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Claimant Questionnaire 
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Exhibit 13 

Archdiocese Child Abuse and 
Neglect Non-Mandatory Reporting 
Form of 27 June 2005 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
NON-MANDATORY REPORTING FORM 



Date of T his Report to Public Authority: N/A 

Name of Public Authority: N/A _ 

Date of This Report to Archdiocese: 4/28/05 ? 
Reported to Archdiocese by: Mrs. REDA CTED 

Alleged Victim: her son 

Current Address: 



Telephone: Redacted _ 

Date of Birth 

Alleged Perpetrator: 
Name Fr. Michael Wempe 
Names of Possible Witaesses:_ 

Reported Date of Incident: 



Reported Circumstances of Incident(s): Fr. Wempe was the pastor at their Parish 



Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect Sexual 



Comments- Mother reports that her son, now 25 years old has always been a very angry person and has 
been in trouble on occasion. He has had some counseling and the therapists have always asked if had ever 
beensexuallymolesteisomethkghedidnotaMtatthetime. Nowher son says he is remembering 
several incidents . Mrs. REDACTED related some of her personal circumstances and has now decided that he 
best thing to do is to let her son call us directly . She will ask him to do that. I asked Mrs. to please 
follow up with us to make sure her son does call us. We are not to call her a t home. Mrs. has 
another son, now thirty, who has not denied being molested but has emphatically stated he does not want to 
talk about it. A complete report will be prepared when we have the information from the son. I assured • 
redacted^ we wou ii p r0 vide counseling for her son if he wishes and also asked her if she thought sne 
might benefit from some counseling herself. At this time she said no, but the door waas left open in case 
she changes her mind. 409447 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
TsinM-M ANDA T Oft Y REPORTING FORM 



Date of this report to Public Authority: 
Name of Public Authority: 
Date of this Report to Archdiocese: 
•Reported to Archdiocese by. 

Complainant Name: 

Current Address: 

Telephone: 

Date of Birth: 

Alleged Perpetrator: 

Name: (Victim) 

Name of Possible "Witness: 

Reported Date of Incident (s) 
Reported Circumstances' of Incident®: 



Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect: 
Comments: 

Submitted by the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles: 



June 27, 2005 
REDACTED 



Fr. Michael Wempe 
REDACTED .6 years old 

Brother (also a ratim - more happened to 
him) 

"1985 or 86 or 87 at St Sebastian Church in 
Santa Paula" , 
"There was one incident of molestation. He 
(Wempe) was touching my naked body. 
There was touching of genitals & oral sex. 
He did things to my brother who was older. 
He was an altar boy. My father had died and 
. some friends introduced us to Fr. Wempe." 
Sexual abuse of a minor under 14 years 



REDACTED 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
MON-MAND ATORY REPORTING FORM 



Date o£ this report to PubEc Authority: 
Name of Public Authority; 

Date of this Report to Archdiocese: 

Reported to Archdiocese by: 

Complainant Name: 

Current Address: 

Telephone: 

Date of Birth: 

Alleged Perpetrator: 

Name (Victim) 

Name of Possible "Witness: 

Reported Date of Incident (s) 

Reported Circumstances of Incident®: 



Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect 



Comments: 



Submitted by the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles: 

REDACTED 



July 5, 2005 - victim report 
Det Barxaclough - 213-4.85-2883 - 
Parent report 4/21/02. 
Victim reported June 27, 2005 

REDACTED 



Fr. MichadWempe 
REDACTED ; 6year§0 ld) 
Brother; REDACTED ' . 

"1985 or 86 or 87" at St. Sebastian Church 
in Santa Paula 

REDACTED^ ^ ^ ^dent Of 

molestation. He (Wempe) was touchingmy 
naked body. There was touching of genitals 
& oral sex. He did things to my brother who 
was older. He was an altar boy. My father 
died and some friends introduced us to Fr. 
Wempe." 

Sexual abuse. 

^REDACTED > s MoAer ) ca U e d 
4/21 /02. She said that she thought her sons 
had been molested by Wempe. We asked 
her to hare them call us. 4/28/05 Mother 
called again. Requested sons to call. 
6/27 /05 called for the first time to _ 
report his abuse. He was asked to have his 
• brother call us. 
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Exhibit 14 



Claimant Gllfistinnnairo nf 

REDACTED 
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Claimant Questionnaire 
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Exhibit 15 . 
Memo of 22 November 1 987 
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MEMQRAMDUH 

November 22. 1987 



To: Archbishop Mahony 
Froms Hsgr. Thomas Curry 
Res Father Michael Wempe 

I met with Mike, Father Liam Hoare, the ne* Director of Foundation House. 
Dr redacted „ Hike's therapist, and Redacted KbUAUILU 
.REDACTED Dr. REDACTED reported that, while Mike haa had a great aeai ox 
difficulty with the Program, he haa made very' significant progress in the 
last three weeks. My experience of the meeting together with the attached 
indicate this is true. 

We spend a considerable amount of time discussing the confidentiality of 
the reports on Mike. At the beginning I stated If .It bound to shar e the 
attached with you despite his wish to have it destroyed immedi ately. He 
did not ask if I had seen the previous reports, and I did not indicate that 
I had. Neither did he ask if they had been destroyed. He is afraid the 
records will be sought by the courts at some time and that they could 
convict him. I stressed that, from a personnel point °f view, the records 
constituted a protection and that, for future consideration of his case, 
the absence of records showing, his response to therapy would be a 
hindrance. 

He discussed the possibility of. legal problem* in the future. He is very 
avare that what he did comes within the scope of the criminal law in 
California Although I do not know the exact details, he told me that 
tSere «s some sexual touching, although most of his activity would better 
tl SL«r?bed as "cuddling.' He also mentioned that, with the exception of 
: e d b y afl 5. ofhe^nvolved are now over twenty-one. I _ ged hi. 
. I * - „i.j n ,i ia«ver to aet a more exact evaluation ax his legal 
.L^ U.ed U i. a^'rUinrth. couneelor*. attended in California 
fl'd Hoi report »i" Md ..'.greed it ,ould M better if »i*. did not return 
to him. 

n *h mi.. .nXrtir- REDACTED agree d on the absolute necessity of his 



^-^SSTbL .ould not have been .UUno to conelder earlier in the 

Program. • .• 

We discussed the possibility of his -siting ^^^0^^^ 
to therapy, thus putting the reports under the prot ectio J J^g™^ 
of finding a lawyer who is tlao a psychiatrist.. I. will invesxiga e 
possibilities. 

With regard to future placement, Mike presents a greater challenge than 
redacted REDACTED discouraged campus ministry for the reason, that minors 
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or students over eighteen but vho are emotionally unformed attend college. 
Mike aqreed with this assessment. On hospital ministry, the staff 
disaareed' Dr REDACTED felt this would be suitable in that it involves a 
transient' population, and Hike tends to get into trouble with long-term 
relationships. Father Hoare disagreed in that hospital ministry can involve 
minora and can provide for a good deal °f phyaical touching ,ith peop e in 
all stages of consciousness. I tend to agree vith Br. in tnis 

case but asked them to continue to discusa this matter. agreed t! J at 
Adult Education and Engaged Encounter would be suitable activities. In 
general, I will look for areas of ministry where ve are not able to provide 
a priest because of the shortage of clergy. 

Tn addition to the parishes listed, Kike mentioned Corpus Christi, Pacific 
In addition xne pax- , REDACTED He is most attached to 

Palisades as he gets on very well witn "»» 
his dog, and I warned hi- this might limit his options. I will be in 
continued contact as he prepares to return. 
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Exhibit 16 

Article from Los Angeles Times 
19 November 2005 
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, .20.05 B3 





Lawyer repeals ••; 
molestation of 13 boys ; 
beyond statute of 
limitations in attempt to 
e^b testimony in . , 
currentcase; • , 

By Jean Gttcoionb "'• 

' Times Staff Writer . •'- ' 

The attorney frit 1 a : fbrmer Los 
Angeles priest admitted Fridayr 
that his client had molested 13 
boys in tie' 1970s' and 1980s,- an 
unusualpublic axMowledgment 
of guilt in the hundreds of sexual' 
abuse cases.agatast the Los An- ' 
. geies Archdiocese. ••- 

• Michael Edwin Wempe's- law- 
yer. made the aciirusMbndurlrig a 
hearing hi a crimlhal case accus- - 
ihg the former- priest of molest-' 
irig another boy in the 1990s 
. „whenhe'was chaplain at Cedars?. 
SinaiMedical Center.- - .•"•'' 

' TheJawyerdidsoforstrategic 
reasons in ; an ; attempt to limit- . 
damaging testimony about old 
•abuse cases. while he continues 
to fight the current charges.'' 
Wempe's case' is being' watched' 
closely because,he isorie of three 
priests accused of mblestingchil? , 
dren after:- Caromaf Boge^'ivc.' 
Mahony,'- responding .to', abuse', 
complaints^- sent Incorto^erapy- - 
and ret^ed.bim'tp ministry. , 
• The ' archdiocese " has been' 
sued by more than 560 people for 1 
allegedly failing tk> protect chil- 
dren: from, abuse, bui the- cases, 
have. long been mired in settle-' 
ment talks and only a lianciful of 
the allegations have i.been tested 
incourfc.- ' 



i 'r The Wempe case has a tan- 
gled history: The former priest 
' was originally charged -with 42 ' 
[.counts stemrbmgfrom decades- 
; old molestations,, one of which 
i involved two. brothers: But the 
U.S. Supreme Court.. ruled in 
20053 that the California law. at . 
lowing prosecution; of old ^ciuld 
abuse cases. vioMedthe'statute < 
of Imitations, arid the.''charges. I 
were.cUshTtesea:/'. ""'.''-.''•'' ' ;■' 1 

• The itwb hoys' yda^f'broth-; 
er came" forward',' 'and '-.said 
Wempe had molested him in the 
, 1990s, within the. statutory time ' • 
j limit.' The Times generally does 
not- identify victims, of alleged i 
sexual abuse. •'••.' 

The defense contends that 
the younger brother fabricated • 
his - accusation ..to avenge his 
older brothers. On . Friday, de- . 
fehse attorneys Leonard B. 
Levme and Donald. U. Steier' 
asked the .court- to limit testi- 
mony! about Wempe's past mo- 
lestation of the older brothers. 

Noting .that the current vie- v 
Wm is .the pnly one to come for- 
jward.aiter 1987, when Wempe re- - 
turned from therapy, . they 1 
aiguedthat'aninundationoftes- | 
timony about the priest's abuse i 
history coxQdimfairly bias jurors. j 

- 'Jurors probably *will say to j 
themselves, 'We don't care. We ! 
are going to find' him guilty for I 
what, he did 20 ' years ago,' " 
Levine told the court. ' 

. Deputy Disk Atty. Todd 
BQcks said he wanted to put on 
all 13 of Wempe's earlier victims 
to show that the priest was "a 
master" at child molestation by 
the time he met the younger 
brother. 

- - • Judge Curtis Bappe said he 
would allow the defense addi-. 



tiohal 'Witnesses, but Hadnt'de- 
cided 'hbw many. • Without the 
bac&grouhd, ' Rappe/said, ' it- 
"would" give a false impression, 
that it was just alttle famflyebn- • 
spiracy,";- . '•'. •'; "-. _ . 
• ' Wempe is accused of foridHng 
and rnasturbating the younger ., 
.brother during:: driving lessons 
and iii a parked car. Defense law- 
yers have said' there Js no- inde- . 
pendent ' evidence of the broth-'- 
er's story., In court -papers, they 
contended that W&npe, who de- 
nies the abusei passed two poly- ' 
graphtesta. .. ' -'-•',■-."' 

' Prosecutors' ' "are. :trymg;-to 
convict someone for something 
he didn't do pased.on sometnmg 
he did- do 20 or' 30 ;yeaTS\-ago," 
Levme sMiv'That isnbt the way = 
the system w6rks."- " ; ' ';-.'. ; 
.' Lee. 'ba'shforfh^ • .';bhe v . c 6f 
Wempe's earliervictrms.'said the • 
former priest shduid ' hot r^est ;- 
• awwitoadratomgnp^mblfls- ' 
tations without suffering eonse- ;■' 
quences.. '• Bashforth- recalled 
watching video, of the! smiling, 
priest ' leaving Eos' -•Angeles . 
Couniy Jail after the earliercase 
was dismissed,, "and Jus. lawyer's 
statement that Wempe's only re* 
gret was he didn't get the fjBance.'. '•' 
bd.cleax hisname; ■' > .'■ : ."."f.' ,; ' c " 

' ; "They'.'are' obviously paying 
this now because: the truth' can.- '. 
riot really riarmtherh,''he sma:,': "- 
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Exhibit 17 

Letter of 13 Decembei 1977 
to Cardinal Manning and 
Memo of 2 February 1978 
to the Cardinal 
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REDACTED ' 



December 13, 1 977- 



His Eminence 

Molt Reverend Redacted 

Archbishop of Los Angeles 

1531 West Ninth- Street 

Los Angeles, California 90015 

Your Eminence: 

It is indeed painful to both of us to have to deal with this 
nroblem but we would be remiss in our responsibilities to the 
EaHstoners of Sacred Heart Parish and to our brother priest 
Sfke's cr?es for ' help, were we not to discuss this problem and 
look for the. wisest available course of action in response to 
his needs. 

•on 'the Daaes which follow I have attempted to put into writing 
m observl? ons and recommendations. Briefly, this is an in- 
tolerable situation: Mike needs prompt and competent help- 
help which cannot be provided at Sacred Heart Paris*. 

This situation is intolerable in that it Is causing serious 
damage to Mike's health, to the welfare of the parish, to 
peace and harmony in the rectory, and to me personally. 

■ m oresentinq this matter directly to Your Eminence I wish not 
to drcuS Monsignor Rawden; I had intended to approach him 
first but since Mike has already approached you and you have 
I v Ited me to come see you, I have endeavored to ffj^sel* 
to vou first in this, manner. I am willing to consult with 
Consignor Rawden, or to proceed in whatever manner you advise. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
REDACTED 



\ . 



Sacred Heart Church 
Ventura, California 93003 
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PRIVATION S REFLECTING STATUS OF FR. MICHAEL E. WEMPE,: 
AND RECTORY - PARISH RELATIONSHIP 



I. SELF EVALUATION 

I do have and enjoy a positive record of good relationships with priests, 
esD. former pastors I have served and associate pastors who have been 
assigned to me. This record known will speak for itself. 

I do have and enjoy a good relationship, understanding and cooperation of 
all staff members and coworkers at the parish level. I do believe and. 
do experience a loving, supporting and unifying parish community. 

I can claim to be mentally sound, possess normal intelligence, of good 
character, loyal, balanced, compassionate, that I am giftad with great 
patience, and that I am very sensitive to feelings, needs and lives of 
others. 

II. OBSERVATIONS AND EXPERIENCES WITH FATHE R MICHAEL E. WEMPE i 

•He expressed to me that when the former associate pastor had been 
assigned for studv in Rome, he petitioned the personnel board to be_ 
assigned to me quote: "you are a nice man, and this is a super parish . 

He does have a pleasant, charming, friendly personality which is inviting, 
animates one, and opens the road to friendship. Anyone including myself 
feels comfortable in such encounters. Having heard from here and there . 
that "Mike has Droblems - I am sorry for you", I- tried to ignore this 
and went all the way-out to welcome him to the rectory and parish life, 
as refurnishing his living quarters, office, introducing and recommending 
him to the community and sharing parish life. • j ae i»- 

He loves liturgy, preaching, dialogues, consulting people, he has a desire 
for youth ministry and knows to relate. 

Slowlv Droblems arose and we all experienced the other side of -Father Mike. 
One of his first statements were that he will play golf every Thursday and 
that aame and day are of utmost importance, that he w 1 f attend tournaments, 
that he will go on a 4 weeks vacation every August. Asking why he will be 
gone for four weeks, he replied: Pastors do - I have the same right. 
He expressed the wish to be in charge of CCD and I recommended to see, 
observe, and dialogue with present staff members. His reaction after _ 
doina this simply was: "I do not believe in the system. . .four letter 
wordl . I will take over".. Expressing that I am ultimately responsible 
for the total parish including CCD, he went into a violent rage maintaining 
XaVhl SSVKTelleve in anarchical structure that hel; j copas tor. does 
not tolerate supervision, criticism, interference. Staff members of the 
CCD approached me on several occasions inquiring: "What's wrong with this 
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man?"* "We can't work with him.", "He is insulting", " He seems to ignore 
everybody and doing his own thing". I tried to mediate, appease, reason, 
call for patience. Relationships withthe CCD staff became so intolerable 
that Fr. Mike is not involved in CCD work whatsoever. 

Other avenues of work involvement as convert classes, bible classes, 
calls to hospitals, sick at home are "not his bag"' - as he says. He 
only picks what he likes, does things the way he likes it, and what 
"pleases him. 

While he loves liturgy, preaching, children's Masses and has some unique 
and original ways of doing it, he seems in the total approach to do more 
harm than good. For instance: maintains that preaching over the Hfurgical 
functions he alone is in charge and nobody is telling him what to do. On 
one occasion he played the guitar and sang a song in lieu of a sermon. On 
annother occasion before consecration he shares feelings with people. "The 
greatest sacrifice for me is not to have a physical son . . . when I say 
the words of consecration I receive and. conceive a son - I place my son 
into your hands. . ." 

He does not wear clerical garbs around parish, including Sunday morning 
to the dismay of many people. His reaction to questions: "1 do not feel 
comfortable in it." He does not wear a watch, "Reminds me of rules, 
commitments, makes me nervous." 

He has no tolerance and becomes extremely hostile if someone, when he cannot 
be reached, makes or changes appointments for him. On one occasion while 
asking him to take a funeral he screamed, yelled, became abusive in his 
language telling me that he will not do what he has not arranged himself. 
At another occasion .- just recently - while Fr. Mike was gone for a week 
I had to change Fr. Mike from the 7:30 a.m. Mass on Christmas to a later 
Mass as the supply priest had to take this Mass because of travel. When 
he saw this in the appointment book Fr. Mike stormed into my room, confronted 
me with violent threats, very abusive language, frightful behavior, screaming 
"I don't give a shit about you, you are not telling me what to do, I am 
appointed as pastor too, equal rights, equal in everything, I don't give 
a damn what you think. . . " My sister who is housekeeper, and the deacon 
assigned to this parish, witnessed this horrible scene. 

There is in Fr. Mike an unusual high degree of jealousy and hunger for 
popularity. He gets very angry when he is not called, consulted, singled 
out. On one-occasion he came into my room almost in tears expressing 
that he is not loved. I had a drink with him, tried to reach out' and share 
that any change in assignment is a forceful separation and a new beginning, • 
that patiently he should give people a chance to get to know him and love 
him, that in no time this can happen if he gets involved in parish functions. 

He does not seem to be able to make prudent judgments. He does converse 
with people, puzzles, confuses and disturbes them. On one occasion a 
reaction to one of his sermons came to me from one of the parishioners 
in a letter addressed to him and me in which the writer objected to the 
insulting remarks he used. He called several people on the Issue and even 
expressed that he intends public clarification. I pleaded with several 
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people to apologize, let-go. keep quiet, as peace in the community was 
at stake. 

III. FX I ST INS PROB 'FMS OF CONCERN TO' ME: 

As difficulties and problems arose, from- the very beginning, I looked 
into myself, prayed over, consulted confidentially a few priests who 
iri knowledgeable, experienced and in responsibilities, receiving 
^idaSce and advice. I tried practically everything to listen to Mike's 
crv Sr help, to reach out to him, to be- sensitive, ex pressed a great 
Seal of patience, spoiled him, tried to be firm. I tried to help, 
mediate, talk to him at table, cocktail hours, staff-meeting, had 
staring as he wished it. little by little bS 8 "^ 1 "^ 1 *^ 
more I compromised, the more he demands, that the firmer I became, tne 
more S^; u '"'^ ? T feel reS Donsible to be sensitive to Fr. Mike, 
Zte aw e *of h fe iin s m e his life at Sacred Heart a happy an 
°rowfng experie nil to help him to be aware of his problems, to ap ologize 
far my failings, to be sensitive to his humaness, to be a helping hand 
to preserve. and foster his priesthood. 

IV. THE PROBLEM AND POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS: 

The existing problems somewhat illustrated above affect and impare me 
JlrsS ly ?n P my mental and physical well-being J" the Par«h work I am 
: resDonsible for, and in my sharing and commitment to others, as one 

parishioner remarked: "You don't have the enthusiasm and sparkle lately, 
as you used to have. Got problems?" 

' Th P rectorv life suffered with these unhappy experiences, and it seems there 
l5 no relief to it" Staff members are puzzled, .confused, handicapped in 
their work, at times have been scandalized by his behavior. 

Serious and alarming effects are showing up in the parish coirmunity. Once 
» hanDv familv there appear polarization of parishioners, dismanteling of 
LrishioSs f rom leadership and from activities not earned or innovated 
by Fr Mike! Loyaltv is confused, questioned and dissentions, wandering 

^tSLreSeriencefa^e'Sf occasional happenings or impulsive intrusions, 
s tuaJions they Irt on the contrary continuous re-occurrences ; of unhappy 
situations, tney are un u ser i 0U s- probl em, the parish unity is at 

sTaSI feef iikl Saving a "s^acS on'board Endangering, harassing the 

Tdfbelieve that Fr. Mike suffers from psychic disorders of Pjranold y 
reactions! has schizophrenic behavior, and that ''chip-on-the-shoulder ( 
attit Se He cannot be helped by me, he is in needo profess on help. 
Tn all sinceretv I cannot see that a continuation of Fr. Mike s . 

s m t lo'mlwinr^ver improve at this point it only w; jll ge worse, 
miqht even be fatal . His past assignments point to this J^ulty. 
Havina received professional attention and care I can see r mure 
fulfilled in a special ministry where he has freedom to expand, to • 
Siteraent be on his own, as he has expressed himself: I hate to be 
• for™ live n a rectory, I desire to live in my own house. 
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February 2, 1 973 

Your Eminence: 

This date I interviewed Father Michael Wempe. 

1) | indicated the difficulties I have had in trying to place him in the 
Ventura County area; 

2) I told him that three separate priests had recommended that 1 
suggest that he have professional help, primarily due to difficulties 
we have heard existed in rectories to which he has been assigned. 



Monsignor Rawden 



REDACTED , 
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Exhibit 18 

Letter of 22 May 1987 
to Msgr. Curry 
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23S NORTH NINTH STREET 
SANTA PAULA, CALIFORNIA 93060 




^.-.^♦v-V'--' 



telephone (aos) sas-ai4s 



May 22, 1987 



Rev. Msgr. Thomas J. Curry 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 

Dear Tom, ~ 

This is not going to' be an easy letter to write. Before I get 
into the matter, I would like to assure you that the young man who 
lust got out of jail has found a place to stay and has already 
lined up a full time job in a meat market plus a part time job 
helping a man remodel his home. 

t*a reason for my writing at this time, however, is something ' 
The reason ior my WiiL "'s _ REDACTED who 

which I discussed at great length with Fr. redacted S 
suggested that I write to you and also notify "tuAoitu _ of 
the problem. Since Mike and I have had a great deal of friction 
I had hesitated in bringing this ^ ^Ld^e aware 

be mud slinging on my part. But since '7 1 , rrt1wMn - nri^sts 

of how sensitive the board is to matters of scandal involving priests 
in sex related issues, I feel that my sxlence can no longer be 
justified. 

Before I begin, I want to affirm that no one, to my knowledge, 
has male any accusations. But the potential for danger appears 
to me to be very great. 

When I came here, there was a king size, bed in my bedroom. I 
used only half of it. Meanwhile, Mike was sleeping diagonally on ■ 
U a 3 double y sIze bed. I suggested that we switch beds since £ Lda t 
need such a big bed and he could easily use one. So we switched 
Teds on the SaLrday after Easter. After we had moved his be into 
my roonrv the housekeeper came m and told me that 1 8 ™f * ™ 
that doifile size matress and buy a new one. I asked her why, since 
S appeared all right to me. She then told me that two years ago 
Mike had a ten year old boy sleeping with him and the kid wet the 
bed aS soakea "the matress. I saw no stain on it, so I have kept 
the matress. 

iJust about a week ago, she- again repeated her urging. I told 
. ' t H-irfn't see anv reason to throw it out because it was oniy 

Z on LL She Ihen saidf-'No, Father, it happened at least three 
wet -on once, bhe men a ' he b had brought a sleeping 

STwl^.^ it'was^evefused and sh^. would find the bed soaking 

wet. ' 
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I am pretty certain that this is the siame boy that Mike took 
with him, just the two of them, in his hduse-trailer from April 20th 
to the 22nd, this year. He played golf here on the 22nd and then 
left again the next morning in his trailer with two other boys, 
who are brothers, ages 7 and 12. They- too were gone for two days. 
Though I have no evidence that anything improper occured, -the whole 
situation seems extremely imprudent. 

There is another aspect of his relationship with these boys 
that disturbs me, and that is the issue of firearms. About two 
weeks ago, the public school teacher of this seven your old child 
called- on the phone, seeking advice. She was disturbed by the anger 
and hatred that this boy has exhibited in class, both in his conduct 
and in his written work. The child's father REDACTED 
redacted The child has never ac- 

cepted it. What disturbed the teacher, among other things, was. a 
story that the child wrote about shooting and killing a rattlesnake 
with a gun. He said that it made him feel good when he did that. 
The teacher was wondering if she should bring this matter up with 
the child's mother, since she knew there was already a lot of stress', 
in the home. But the teacher also expressed astonishment that any 
adult would let a seven year old child, especially one that is so 
angry, shoot a gun. 

It came, as a shocker to me when I realized that Mike was the 
one she was talking about, even though she was unaware of it.' 
Mike told me that they had killed a rattlesnake when they were away 
during Easter week,, and he. even showed me the snake's skin. I have 
trouble with the idea of priests teaching children to shoot guns, 
apart from the question of this particular child's emotional problems. 

How much and how many people know about the matters I have related 
here I would have no way of knowing. Mike is still very much in- 
volved with the three boys mentioned above. I would judge that his 
association with them is rather widely known, since he usually 
schedules them to serve only at his Masses and he is very close 
friends with their families. 

I have discussed this situation with REDACTED , H e asked 

that I relay in this letter that he would like you to contact him 
about this matter as soon as possible. There are other details 
which, he can relate to you, including n&mes which I do not wish 
to put.ia writing. 

Sincerely yours, 
' • REDACTED 



cc REDACTED 
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Exhibit 1P 

Letter of Msgr. Cuny 
of 17 June 1987 
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■ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1 53 1 WEST NINTH STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1 194 
(213) 251-3200 



OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERGY 
(213) .251-3284 



June 17, 1987 
REDACTED 

Servants of the Paraclete 
Jemez Springs 
New Mexico 87025 

Dear REDACTED ■ ~ 

Since Father Michael Wempe is going to Jemez Springs on 
Monday, June 22 for the diagnostic program there, I. am 
sending you some bacground information. We hope that as 
a result of the diagnostic tests, the program there will 
be able to, accept and assist him. 

Earlier this year, Father Wempe applied for the pastorate 
of St. Sebastian parish in Santa Paula. He was not 
appointed, but the whole process of the appointment of a 
pastor to the parish and subsequent events there have 
. brought his life increasingly under review by several people. 

At a public hearing in the parish before the selection of 
a new pastor, attended by about 120 persons) , it emerged that 
some people, were very much in favor of Father Wempe' s being 
appointed pastor. They cited his excellent qualities: his 
ability to work with youth, his liveliness/ preaching, 
liturgy, etc. It also emerged that others were very much • 
opposed to such an appointment. They saw him as being a 
part of the problems in the parish and said that what the 
parish needed was a whole new start.' It would be difficult 
to estimate the numbers in either of these groups, but 
they were definitely distinct entities. 

When Father Wempe came to the Personnel Board for. his inter- 
view, the members were surprised— I might even say distressed- 
as a result of the meeting. They found him "hyper, extra- 
ordinarily emotionally attached to the parish. He seemed to 
emphasize that he- was totally loved by the people, and yet 
when they asked him about how to reconcile with those who 
disagreed with him or did not want him as pastor, he seemed 
to have a completely unrealistic assessment of his ability 
to do so. 

The Board was so unfavorably impressed that none of 

members would even consider recommending him for the pastorat- 
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REDACTED 

I make no judgment about subsequent events. However, I would 
point out that Father Wempe's behavior since the appointment of 
a new pastor has not been conducive to the letter's really . 
taking over and getting a hold on the assignment. For instance, 
Father Mike wept in introducing him at all the Masses and let 
the people know how disappointed he had been in his' failure to 
get the appointment. 

There have also been many and fairly severe conflicts with the 
new pastor, though I repeat that I am making ho judgment as to 
blame in this instance. The Board members, however, have felt 
strongly for some time that it is essential that Father Mike be 
away from St. Sebastian. 

His history "of conflict, in parishes, goes back a. long way. There 
are several letters in the files, some indicating extreme -appro- 
bation for him but others very critical of him. There is one 
note saying that Monsignor Rawden, the former Chancellor, inter- 
viewed him in February 1978 and told him then that three _ separate 
priests had recommended he receive professional help, primarily 
because of difficulties existing in rectories. 

A number of priests have expressed admiration for Father Mike's 
love of the Liturgy, for his preaching, and his ability to relate 
to young people. However, the other side they see is an inability 
to deal with authority— especially pastors' authorityr-and his 
qoing into almost incontrollable rage when challenged on this. 
They have pointed out an absolute determination on his part to 
take over, to use very strong language about pastors, about 
hierarchical authority, about any. kind of authority that seems to 
challenge his own. 

He has had difficulty working with staff members in parishes. 
Thev have claimed he was irrational, insulting, and _ impossible 
to work with. Some of these complaints are that things he does 
not like to do, e.g., visiting hospital., he Simply dismisses and 
says "that's not my thing" and utterly refuses to do them. 

While he cares about the Liturgy and is talented in that area, 
again, some of the complaints have been that it absolutely had 
to be handled his way, that no one could discuss planning or 
anything else with him. 

There are also complaints about violent verbal attacks on pastors, 
abusive language, screaming, and rage. He sjems to have an 
extraordinary, hunger for popularity and affirmation. 

Th*rP does run through the complaints about him the allegation 

hs does not Sake prudent judgments, that his behavior tends 
tS'alKn^fanfuple? people and get them ^ 
him, and that, possibly, he does this to get their attention. 
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REDACTED 



During an interview with him, the Archbishop mentioned that there 
is no place he could get the Personnel Board to recommend Mike for 
now, either as pastor or in any other capacity. I believe this 
to be the case and feel his reputation is such that the vast majorit 
of priests in the Archdiocese would be nervous or fearful of working 
with him. 

Incidentally, Father Mike has been going to see a psychologist 
for the past several years: 

nr . REDACTED 
REDACTED 



Dr> REDACTED has S a.id he wouid indeed be willing to send a report 
to Jemez Springs if needed and also willing to talk to one of the 
staff persons there if that would be helpful. He comes highly 
recommended by several priests in the Archdiocese. 

In addition to the complaints about conflicts in rectories, there 
is another issue surrounding. Father Wempe that tends to be more 
serious, although there isless hard evidence on it and I must admit 
that most of it is conjecture and rumor. ' However the rumors tend 
to be both consistent and persistent, and they deal with his 
relationship with small boys or with teenagers. It is true that he 
does — according to his own admission — spend much of his free time 
with minors. He has allowed these minors (we believe some of them 
may be as young as seven years old) to use firearms. 

He has also had minors stay overnight in his present assignment. 
They spent the 'time in his room, and there are allegations that 
they spent time also in his bed. He has continued to have minors 
in his room, though not staying overnight, and specifically had 
one in his room after the Regional Bishop has asked the pastor to 
see that he did not do such a thing. 

He. has had a teenage boy live with him in a trailer during one 
of his assignments. There is also an allegation — and this one 
involves a specific person— that he did touch a person' improperly 
a number of years ago, when the person was still a minor. Again, 
I would emphasize the existence of a consistent and persistent 
belief on the part of a number of priests that he has had improper 
and imprudent relationships with minors. 

Because of concern about these relationships and because of his 
consistent inability to relate with other priests, the Archdiocese 
feels the time has come when he simply must have help if he is to 
continue to make use of the many talents he has and to minister 
fruitfully in the Archdiocese. I wish to be fair and candid in 
this assessment, and I would be most willing to elaborate on _ 
anything in this letter or speak to any of your staff persons if 
that were deemed useful. 

Sincerely yours ,s 

-^^Lott^y <7 j - ri - , 409474 

(Rev. Msgr.) Thtfnas J. Cui?ry 

xri^s-f for riprov 
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Exhibit 20 

Letter of 23 December 1987 
to Caidiiicil Mahony 
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PAPACLETE 



Jemcz Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 



December 23, 1987 

Moat Reverend Roger Mahony , D.D. 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Hlnth Street 
Los Angeles, California 90015 

Dear Archbishop Mahony, 

REDACTED 



3) "Future ministry - for the time being, ht needs to fie in a si u ac on 

which will allow hln to avoid alt contact with minors and also help him stay 
Sa? trm the wortunity for forming man lp*r*tlve relationships with people 
who ^^ar5 relatively vulnerable. This does not only apply to minors and is not 
oHlyT MHfc matter, but fits into a pattern that Mike has been Involved in 

various P^g*** J'^Wln the meeting with Monslgnor Torn Curry suchw 
no ph^lcSSSt with minors except to shake hands, never being alone with 



minors, et( 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED 




(Very Ttev.) Llaa J. Hoare, a. P., M.A., C.A.C. 
Director of Foundation Hoes 
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Exhibit 21 



Letter of 6 January 1989 
lo Father Wempe 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
153 1 WEST NINTH STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90013-1)9-4 ' 
(213) 251-3200 



OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERGY 

(213) 251-3284 



January 6, 1989 



Rev. Michael Wempe 

St. Ambrose Church - 
12 81 Fairfax 'Ave ' " 

Los Angeles, CA 90046 

Dear Mike: 

Many thanks for coming to see me last week; In the 
course of our conversation, I mentioned, that REDACTED 
had called me earlier in the year about a problem he had 
with you some time ago. I suggested he go to therapy 
and gave him the name • of a therapist-. Subsequently, the 
Archdiocese received' and paid the enclosed bills. 

In matters of sexual misconduct or other problems involving 
clergy, the Archdiocese is firm in maintaining that it is 
the responsibility of the priest involved to assist the 
injured party. Therefore, in instances such as this, . 
we .ask that the priest be responsible for the cost of the 
therapy. For this reason I am forwarding the enclosed 
bills to you and asking that you reimburse the Archdiocese 
in the amount of $490. 

The last bill was for June 28, 1988 so I assume therapy 
is not continuing. If- there are further requests for 
assistance, I will be, sure to contact you about them. 

Thank you for your consideration iri this matter, and 
please do not hesitate to contact me if you have need 
for further information. 

• Sincerely yours in. Christ, . 



(Rev. Msgr.) Thomas J. Curry 
■ Vicar for Clergy 



REDACTED 



Enclosure 



cc : 



Archbishop. Mahohy 
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Exhibit 22 

Letter of 17 February 1989 
to Father Wempe 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
I531 WE5T NINTH STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 900 I 5 II 9* 
<2I3> 251 3200 



OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERGY 
(213) 251-3284 



February 17, 1989 

Rev. Michael Wempe 
St. Ambros Church 
1281 Fairfax Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90046 

Dear Mike: 

I very much appreciate your bringing a check for $490 
to me last Wednesday. 

While the amount may be small, the artf.on do^p signify 
to me a continued willingness to commit yourself to 
your continued recovery. 

Fraternally, 

(Rev. Msgr.) Thomas J. Curry 
Vicar for Clergy 
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Exhibit 23 
Selected Press Reports 



409482 



CCI 006076 



RCALA011612 




161 



SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2002. 



CoMtiaKr2fl02/CC144 Paces 



Mahony 
Regrets 
Transfer 
of Priest 



ByBEIHSHUSTER 
and RICHARD WINTON 

TIMB STAFF WRITERS 

Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
said Friday he erred when he 
transferred a priest accused of 
molesting children to Cedars- 
Sinai Medical Center about 14 
years ago without telling hos- 
pital officials about the allega- 
tions. 

In his first public comments 
on a sex abuse case involving 
the Los Angeles Archdiocese, 
Mahony said he never, should 
have assigned Father Michael 
Wempe to Cedars-Sinai with- 
out informing hospital officials 
that he had removed Wempe 
from his parish and ordered 
him to a New Mexico treat- 
ment facility for evaluation 
and counseling. 



After the treatment, Ma- 
hony said, he was told Wempe 
could be trusted to work as a 
priest if he were in a super- 
vised job without access to 
children. Mahony said he was 
told Wempe could serve in a 
prison or a hospital. 

When he assigned Wempe 
to Cedars-Sinai, Mahony said, 
he did not know it had a pedi- ' 
atric unit. 

"I think that was a mistake 
on our part then to not simply : 
tell them of his background," 
Mahony told The Times.; 
"That should have been done. 
I take responsibility for that." 

In retrospect, Mahony said, ! 
he should have forced Wempe 
to iromedfately resign after 
hearing of the abuse allega- 
tions, "Fourteen years [later] 
is so different," said Mahony, 
who has headed the L.A. 
Archdiocese since 1985. "If 
that had been today, he would 

Please see MAHONY, A19 



RELATED STORY 

Law won't quit: In a letter to 
priests, the cardinal makes it 
clear he'll stay on the job. Al 4 



Los Angeles Times 
News Article 
Saturday, April 13, 2002 
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Continued from Al 

have been out of the priesthood." 

Mahony said he did not report 
Wempe's abuse allegations to po- 
lice at . the time. He assigned 
Werape to Cedars-Sinai, where he 
worked from 1988 until last month, 
when Mahony forced him to retire 
under his recent "zero tolerance" 
policy against maintaining abusers 
in the church. 

Mahony said he recently gave 
Wempe's name to the Los Angeles 
Police Department to review past 
allegations against him. 

Wempe, 62; could not be reached 
for comment Friday, He had been 
living at a church parish attached 
to a school south of Hancock Park, 
according to a parish directory and 
interviews, but has since moved to 
Seal Beach. 

Cedars-Sinai officials said they 
learned Friday about past allega- 
tions against .Wempe. Grace 
Cheng, spokeswoman for Cedars- 
Sinai, said officials contacted the 
archdiocese earlier this week after 
inquiries from The Times. Repre- 
sentatives of the archdiocese met 
Friday with top officials of Cedars- 
Sinai. 

"There were absolutely no com- 
plaints or claims or any issues of 
impropriety or misconduct" while 
Wempe was at the hospital, Cheng 
said. 

Hospital officials described 
Wempe as well-liked. Mahony said 
he attended a; luncheon in the 
chaplain's honor a couple of years 
ago. A retirement party scheduled 
for this month was canceled at 
Wempe's request, officials said. 

"To the best of our knowledge- 
. . . this particular priest waa func- 
tioning very well and effectively," 
Mahony said. "As far as we know,- 
there was never a hint" of any im- 
propriety at the hospital 

On Wednesday, two brothers, 
now grown, filed a lawsuit in 
Orange County Superior Court al- 
leging they had been sexually 
abused by Wempe from about 1976 
to 1985. The suit also names the. 
archdiocese, alleging that senior 
priests knew—or should have 
known— of Wempe's misconduct 
but failed to intervene. 



Brothers Say Transfers 
Didn't Stop the Abuse 

In an interview Friday with their 
attorney present, Mark and Lee 
Bashforth, who asked that their 
names be published, said the abuse 
began in a Ventura County parish 
and continued- as Wempe was 
transferred to other-area churches. 
Both men said they only recently 
remembered the abuse. 

"I was 8 or 9 years old and I am 
staying in the rectory in his room 
overnight, where there is only one 
bed," said Lee Bashforth, 32. 

Archdiocese officials had not 
seen the lawsuit and would not 
comment Friday. 

Mahony said he believed a then* 
pist Wempe saw in 1987 reported 
the case to authorities, but the car- 
dinal was not certain. A source with 
knowledge of the case said allega- 
tions about Wempe were reported 
to the archdiocese in 1987 or 1988. 

The Los Angeles Archdiocese is 
among a number of Roman Catho- 
lic ministries enmeshed in the 
widening sex abuse scandal. Re- 
cent and decades-old accusations of 
abuse by priests .and others affili- 
ated with the church began draw- 



n 



Archdkxw e( Lo« Angela 2002 CatlxiUc Otocta? 

Father Michael Wempe, seen in 
1966 photo, was ordered to a' 
treatment" center in the 1980s. 

ing national attention after highly- 
publicized cases in Boston earlier 
this year. 



Los Angeles Times 
News Article 
Saturday, April 13, 2002 
(continued) 
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. The Times reported in March 
that six to 12 priests had been dis- 
missed by Mahony in February for 
past sexual abuse of minors. Ma- 
hony, under growing pressure to 
reveal details about the cases, 
would say only that "a few" priests, 
almost all of them retired, were in- 
volved. 

On Friday, Mahony continued to 
refuse to name priests accused of 
sexual abuse,' repeating earlier 
statements that he has been asked 
by two victims not to divulge the 
priests' names; 

For the first time, however, Ma- 
hony clarified the number of 
known sex abuse case3. He said- 
seven cases allegedly , occurred be- 
fore 1997, four in the last five years 
and another four were connected to 
priests who have since left the min- 
istry and cannot be found. There 
were also a smaller group of alleg- 
edly abusive priests who are now 
dead, Mahony said. 

In a 90-minute interview, con- 
ducted Friday afternoon in the resi- 
dence receiving room of the new 
downtown cathedral, Mahony said 
the cases "gnaw" at him, He said 
he has trouble sleeping when he 
' thinks about the victims. 

"I keep reaffirming my own 
pledge to do everything in my 
power to make sure no one is 
harmed by the church," Mahony 
said. "That's what keeps me up at- 
night: real sadness, sorrow, devas- 
tation." 



Priest Was Trusted 
Friend of the Family 

Marl* Bashforth said that 
Wempe, who was a trusted family 
friend, began molesting him when 
he was 12. Then Wempe turned M3 
attentions to Lee, who was 8, the, 
brothers claim. They allege they 
were molested on overnight trips 
and during other activities, 

Lee fiashforth saM he recalled the 
abuse, which -he had suppressed 
from his memory, about a month 
ago, watching coverage of the grow- 
ing sex scandal He said he had al- 
lowed Wempe to help officiate at his 
wedding ceremony last year, 

"Do you think I'd let him any- 
where riear my wedding, if I had re- 
membered?" Lee said. 
■ After recalling '.the abuse, Lee 
Bashfotth said, he called Mark, 39, 
and th$y began to sob together on 
the telephone. 

"Beciause it such a traumatic 
memory, the mind does not let you 
recall these things," Mark Bash-, 
forth said. "[Wempe] gave a bless-l 
ing in Lee's wedding ceremony. Hel 
did that knowing what he had done! 
to my brother. How could he carryj 
on this charade?" 

R. Richard Farneli, a Newport" 
Beach attorney representing the:; 
brothers, said Wempe had a his-! 
tory of abuse that was ignored by., 
the archdiocese. 
I "Th# church concealed the truth,, 
about this priest for decades, mov-j 
ing hub from parish to parish, with-| 
out any thought for the children,"; 
Famell said. "There are going to bej 
. other Victims out there. A pedo-' 
phile does not just do this once." | 
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Priest Held Again in Alleged 
Sex Abuse 



Earlier charges against the former Cedars-Sinai chaplain 
were dismissed after a high court ruling. New allegations 
aren't affected by that decision. 

By Richard Winton - LA Times 
September 11, 2003 

A retired Roman Catholic priest reassigned by Cardinal Roger 
M. Mahony to Cedars-Sinai Medical Center after the priest was 
accused of molesting boys in the 1980s was arrested Wednesday 
on suspicion of sexually abusing a child in his chaplain's office 
at the hospital from 1990 to 1995. 

The Rev. Michael Wempe was one of 10 priests whose charges 
of sexual abuse were dismissed this summer after a U.S. 
Supreme Court decision invalidated the prosecution of decades- 
old molestation cases. The 63-year-old cleric had been charged 
in June with molesting five boys between 1977 and 1986 in 
Westlake Village, Palmdale and Ventura. He was released from 
jail this summer in the wake of the court ruling. 

The new allegations, prosecutors said, cover a time period not 
affected by the high court decision. 

The latest reported victim, now 24-years old, came forward only 
after hearing the other charges against Wempe had been 
dropped, authorities said. Wempe, who was arrested while eating 
breakfast at his Seal Beach retirement home, is being held in lieu 
of $2-million bail. 

Mary Grant, spokeswoman for the California chapter of 
Survivors Network for those Abused by Priests, said the latest 
allegations show the consequences of failing to fire and report 
abusive priests. "This cardinal transferred a priest Who molested 
a new victim," she said. 

After learning of the sex abuse allegations, Mahony ordered 
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Wempe to complete psychiatric treatment and then transferred 

Wempe to Cedars-Sinai in 1988. Mahony later acknowledged he 

should not have reassigned Wempe without telling hospital 

officials about the accusations. Instead, Mahony told The Times 

last year, he should have reported Wempe to police and forced g g 

him to immediately resign. § 0 o ^ 

"There had been absolutely no allegations against Wempe j? <j * .1 

following his therapy and during his longtime placement at & • g ,2 

Cedars-Sinai," said Tod Tamberg, the archdiocese spokesman. •§ | § & 
"We thought he was one of our success stories. If this allegation 
proves true, it will be a bitter disappointment." 



Donald Steier, one of Wempe's attorneys, also expressed 
surprise. 

"I am shocked. I cannot help but be suspicious of the timing of 
these allegations after the Supreme Court decision," he said, 
maintaining his client's innocence. 

Los Angeles County Sheriffs Sgt. Dan Scott of the Family 
Crimes Bureau, said the alleged victim was 1 1 when the abuse 
began in 1990. Wempe was a family friend, the victim told 
authorities, who allegedly molested him in a car and the 
chaplain's office, Scott said. The man was not a patient at the 
hospital at the time. 

The alleged victim, who was not identified by authorities, came 
forward after the Supreme Court ruling, which has affected as 
many as 800 cases statewide and more than 200 in Los Angeles 
County The high court decision voided a state law that gave 
prosecutors one year to file charges after they were notified of 
alleged sex crimes, regardless of when the crimes occurred. 
Prosecutors say that under the ruling they can file charges only 
for alleged abuse that happened after 1988. 

Wempe's accuser told sheriffs investigators that he "was too 
ashamed to come forward earlier because he believed that 
Wempe would be convicted and sentenced on the testimony of 
the other victims," Scott said. 

Cedars-Sinai officials said they first learned of abuse allegations 
against Wempe after he left the hospital last year. 

"Based upon a review of our security records, we have 
confirmed there were no complaints or claims of misconduct 
regarding Father Wempe during the time he was assigned by 
L.A. Archdiocese to the hospital," said Grace Cheng, vice 
president of public relations. 
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Mahony forced Wempe to retire last year from the Cedars 
chaplaincy and from the active clergy, along with six other 
accused priests, as he retroactively applied a zero-tolerance 
policy for sex abusers in the Los Angeles Archdiocese. g g 



Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests 
www.snapnetwork.org 



o 



Mahony told The Times he had ordered Wempe to a New H .| ^ -g 

Mexico treatment facility after the allegations in the 1980s. After ^ ^ t | 

treatment, Mahony said, experts told him that Wempe could be m p ^ | 

trusted to work in a place without access to children, such as a <3 ^ | ^ 

jail or hospital. Mahony said he was unaware that Cedars had a g g. 

pediatric unit. Mahony said he did not report the abuse w 
allegations to police until last year. He said he thought a 
therapist who treated Wempe in the 1980s had reported it earlier. 

Other alleged victims of Wempe said Wednesday that the arrest 
showed how the L.A. Archdiocese acted like the Boston 
Archdiocese under former Cardinal Bernard Law — transferring 
pedophiles who continued to abuse children. 

"Mahony and Bernard Law were reading from the same 
operating manual," said Lee Bashforth, 33, an alleged victim of 
Wempe during the 1970s. "They sacrificed young people to 
these sexual predators." 

Bashforth and his brother were ages 8 and 12, respectively, 
when, he alleged, Wempe began abusing them at the Westlake 
Village parish of St. Jude where they served as altar boys. 
Bashforth was among the five alleged victims Wempe was 
accused of molesting in June. 

"I am just so sorry this had to happen, you know, that these kinds 
of things happened," Wempe said after he was released the 
following month. "I'm happy that it's been dismissed." 

Wempe's church personnel files were among those demanded by 
the Los Angeles County Grand Jury. The archdiocese has fought 
the release of documents reflecting communications between top 
church officials and priests, claiming it would violate their civil 
rights. 

Los Angeles County Dist. Arty. Steve Cooley said the Wempe 
case "underscores the importance of ongoing litigation with the 
Los Angeles Archdiocese relative to records sought as criminal 
evidence in allegations of priests abusing children." 
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Former priest arrested for allegedly molesting California boy 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES - A, former Roman Catholic priest was arrested Wednesday .for 
allegedly molesting a boy in the. 1590s, following his release after 42 
similar charges were .recently dropped against him. 

Michael Wempe, 53, was booked for investigation of child molestation and was 
being h^d on $2 million bail, sheriffs Sgt. Dan Scott said. Wempe is 
scheduled to be arraigned Thursday. 

The earlier charges were dropped in June, after the tr.S. Supreme Court 
struck down a law that erased the statute of limitations on decades-old 
molestation cases. 

q , ot . t sa i d the alleged victim in- tie latest case, now an adult, thought 

V,l%e would be convicted of the original charges but decided to step forward 

aftS that case was dismissed because he feared Wempe would go free, Scott 

said. . . _ _ - - 

More than '8 00 child molestation cases were ordered dismissed in California 

after t£ ruling, but the court's decision- did not 'affect cases that 

occurred after 1988. 

Wempe 's lawyer Donald Steier said the timing was suspicions -because it came 
so close to the Supreme Court's decision. 

" We find the allegations shocking,' and I find the timing of this entire 
affair to be Sghly suspect," Steier said. He said the allegations may have 
been made in reaction to the court's decision. 

"A lot of people were angry," he said. 

The alleqed victim said the molestation began when he was II and lasted from 
1?90 to 1995, authorities said. Wempe was a family friend and a popular 
chaplain at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, where some of the alleged 
molestations took place. 

"If this allegation proves to be true, this is 'a terrible . disappointment . 
These" are serious charges- said Tod Tamberg, spokesman for the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles "Frankly, we thought father Wempe was one of our success 
stories." 

■Wempe was treated 15 years ago tuter allegations surfaced of sex-U 
-misconduct. He was later transferred to work in a supervised role and was to 
have no access to children, according to the archdiocese. 

"He was placed at Cedars -Sinai for a very long time with absolutely no 
complaints," Tamberg said. "He was placed in a' ministry that it was 
recommended would be appropriate for him." 

wempe was first arrested in May and charged 'with molesting five boys, ages 7 
to 15, between the mid 1970s to the mid 1980s in Los Angeles, Ventura and 
San Diego counties. Wempe maintains his innocence' in that case. 

T'he nation's largest archdiocese has about 5 million members in 120 cities 
covering Santa Barbara, Ventura and Los Angeles counties. 

. i 

Associated Press ■ ' . '■' 

.\ ! ," • ' ' News Article ' 
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Police Arrest Freed Priest in New Sex Case 

Police Arrest Freed Priest ori Sex Charge 

By Jeffrey Anderson and Anne LaJeunesse 
Daily Journal Staff Writers 
LOS ANGELES - Retired Roman Catholic priest Michael Wempe,, who walked out of jail this 
summer after the U.S. Supreme Court gutted church sex-abuse investigations in California, was _ 
arrested Wednesday on new charges of molesting a child while serving as chaplain at Cedars-Sinai 
Hospital, the Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department said. 

The alleged victim came forward after learning that. Wempe had been released because gfthq 
Supreme Court ruling, which in June struck down the child-molestation statute that prosecutors were .- 
using to go after sexual-abuse crimes that were otherwise time-barred, sheriffs Sgt Dan Scott, the 

alTeS "He S held It in out of embarrassment, but when he saw that Wempe was going to be released 
from the previous charges, he decided to come forward," Scott said. _ _ 

Wempe was arrested without incident at 7 a.m. at his Leisure World home in Seat Beach and. ; . 
booked on suspicion of child molestation, Scott said. He is being held at Los Angeles County Jail in lieu . 

°' $2 His" aiteged victim, a maleih his i early 20s who has asked to remain--'anonympus-;claims.Wem'pe . : -:- 
molested him from 1990 to 1995,- beginning when he was 41, Scott said, • .. . ■• V 

The alleged molestations tookplace in a car and on the premises of Cedars-Sinai Hospital, where ; • 
Wempe served as a chaplain from 1988 until his forded retirement in 2002. . . 

• Cardinal Roger Mahony became aware of molestation claims against Wempe in 1 986, a .. . ; . • 
representative of Mahony said; But after a. period of treatment and rehabilitation, which also took place 
at Cedars-Sinai, Wempe was restored by Mahony to the mihistrym 1988. ' • • • . . -. 

• In 2002, Wempe, along with several other Los Angeles priests, was forced to retire as additional .. . 
claims of sexual abuse began to surface. • • . 

"I can't tell you.how disappointed J am with Wempe,". J.; Michael iHennigan. attorney for; the .Los , t . , ,. , ; ; , 
Anaeles Archdiocese, said! "We had believed arid hoped that he was rehabilitated, v.. : . ■■■:><<■):/ 

"We received glowing reports from Cedars abouthis progress. He. wouldn't even go near the ; . 

pediatric w / ^ d ,Jf[®g^ chdiocese] on Ms « said Dona | d Ste j e r, whose firm, Guzin & Steier, represents 

Wempe in both.criminal and civil court. "But I have real questions about this. I've interviewed Wempe 

©xtensivGly « ■ 

Tm suspicious of the. time period.which is being alleged," Steier said. "Wempe was in group 

•'therapy ; and receiving aftercare atthe time. ... 

Tm shocked and surprised." .,.,»! 
Wempe is to be arraigned today at the Criminal Courts Building in downtown Los Angeles. 

The alleged victim was not a patient at the hospital, according to Hennigan. _ 
"Based on discussions with the district attorney, my understanding is that Wempe is a fnend ot tne 
Familv n Henniqansaid."lhaveanideaofwhoitis, but I can't be sure." 

Wempe was released June 27 from Los Angeles County Jail, the day after the Supreme Court . 
ruling in Stogner v. California. He had been charged with 42 counts involving the alleged molestation of 
five boys between 1976 and 1 985. Wempe, who attended seminary at St. John's Seminary in 
CamarSlo, was associate pastor and parochial vicar at St. Jude Church in Westlake V lage . and Sacred • 
HeartChurch in Ventura County from 1973 to 1 978, and a resident in active service at St. Mary Church 
in Palmdale, from 1978 to 1984. ,,»,.-', „ a^'ioc 

■ Two brothers, who are among the original five alleged victims, are suing Wempe in Los Angeles 

° IVl1 C Fol|wirig the Supreme Court decision, prosecutors around the state were forced to dismiss 
pending Criminal cases and abandon many investigations.!;.. 

' : • ; ' 409492 
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Los Angeles prosecutors dismissed all 11 of the criminal cases they had filed in the last year. If 
Wempe is charged, his case will be the first new filing in Los Angeles since the Supreme Court 
decision that crippled law enforcers and prosecutors and left victims around the state in despair . 

Following Wempe's arrest Wednesday, District Attorney Steve Cooiey released a statement. 

"The re-arrest of Michael Wempe will restore the faith of victims shattered by the recent Supreme 
Court decision," Cooiey wrote. 

On Wednesday, law enforcers in neighboring counties said they were upset over watching 
accused molesters go free. But they expressed hope that Wempe's re-arrest will spark a revival of their 

own investigations. ■ „ . , 

"We are not currently investigating any priests in connection with alleged sex crimes, said 
Lieutenant Steve Szabo with the Orange County Sheriffs Department sex crimes unit. "We had made 
several arrests, but due to the Supreme Court decision, we had to let them go." 

"It's sickening, because these guys were guilty," said Orange County Deputy Distort Attorney 
Rosanne Froeberg, head of the sexual assault unit. , 

Following the high-court ruling in June, Froeberg's office was forced to dismiss cases against 
three Catholic priests and one Protestant minister, she said. 

One priest, the Rev. Siegfrid Widera, who had been charged with sexual molestation of a minor 
but whose case would have been dismissed, jumped from a building to his death in Mazatlan just 
before the landmark ruling, Froeberg added. . 

Prosecutors in Ventura County were forced to dismiss pending cases and abandon their ongoing 
criminal investigations of numerous others, according to sources in that office. 

"We were clubbed to death by that Supreme Court case, and 99 percent of what we were working 
on has dried up," said one prosecutor, who asked to remain anonymous. 

"Getting the focus back on these cases is important," Froeberg said. "Since the Supreme Court 
- decision it has been pretty quiet, but it's not like priests stopped molesting children. 

"We can't predict if, or how many, people might come forward now, but we've asked law enforcers 
to take down reports on older crimes that can't be prosecuted, because we can obtain corroborating 
information that helps us resurrect other older cases, or are able to prosecute more recent ones. 

Scott added, "We still are actively investigating other cases, including the ones that were 
dismissed. Something like this could happen where a new victim comes forward. 

"We're still out there digging." 



♦ft ft A A h 1t^& 

© 2003 Daily Journal Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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Former child victim testifies in priest abuse case 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES - A 24 -year-old man testified Monday that a retired Roman 
Catholic priest who once served as the chaplain at Cedars-Sinai Medical 
Center fondled him on several occasions from 1990 to 1995. 

The testimony against the Rev. Michael Wempe, S3, was part of hearing to 
determine if the case should be sent to triai. He faces three counts of a 
lewd act on a child and one count of oral copulation of a person under 16 . 

Wempe was charged last June with molesting five boys, ages 7 to 15, between 
1977 and 1986 in Los Angeles, Ventura and San Diego counties. 

Wempe never had to stand trial for those alleged crimes when the nation's 
high court struck down a California law that erased the statute of 
limitations on sexual abuses cases from 198B and earlier. 

The priest was nonetheless forced into retirement in 2 002 and is not allowed 
to perform priestly functions . 

He was arrested again in September after the man came forward with 
allegations that he was molested by- Wempe over a five-year period. 

The man testified that Wempe was a family friend who had also allegedly 
molested his two brothers. He said Wempe fondled him and left him feeling 
"embarrassed, ashamed." 

The man decided to tell authorities about the alleged crimes after he 
learned Wempe was freed from jail and would only be accountable if he 
revealed what had happened. 

"I realized that justice was too big a price to pay for my secret, " the man 
said. 



Associated Press 
News Article 
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Man 

Tells' 
Court 
of Sex 
Abuse 

The accuser, saying he 
wasconrusedand 
disgusted, testifies that 
retired priest Michael 
Wempe molestedhim 
over several years. 



By Anna Gobman 

Times SlaffWrUer 

A former Roman Catholic 
priest whom Cardinal Roger M, 
Mahony said he erred in trans- 
ferring after allegations of sexual 
abuse faced his newest accuser 
Monday in Los Angeles County 
Superior Court. . . 

The 24ryear-old man testified 
that Michael Wempe molested 
him as a child in the priesfs car 
and in his office at Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center. Wiping his eyes 
and sighing' deeply, he said he 
was confused and disgusted, 

As Wempe fondled him, he 
testified, the priest- and close 



"X didnt know why he. would § 




Wempe; 64 f ''sat"!^Cpefitf in-his 
orange jail jumpsuit as' he lis- 
tenedtothetestimonyinhispre- 
., lirninary hearing, .which will'de- ^-ksM 
i termine if there' -'is;; enough'' 
" evidence for a trM'^ atti6rney;|jJ : r 




. :V.v,Xhe reMr^prJest^h^plead^,, 
ved'not guflty"and'^b«kignidcj.in'^f^ 
; : lieu-.-- ^tBO^lfe^fipftV 
,. Wernpe's'attor)ie3iipI^nard; ; 'B/.^^ 
• : :t£vine/ : said? Jnsfeile^"a,aa-'^^| 
•. inantly denies" the'a^eg^pns;-;; :."^«dg 
." TheTtoesdc^'not'name^c->Y^ 
ttoofsexnalabase^^&^-^jM 
. Over two hours,, the rnanltes; rSNs 
Kfied that Weinpe irwlested'hirn* '"" 
from age 11 to 15.His.mpther'ar-..V!^ 
tanged for him to; spend tiqejSjC! 
. witaWempfihecauseshewaiited ; ~>-^ _ 
him to have some giiidanre.fron^^-^ 

- an adult male. ,-" ' .' ^ 

Wempe'also spent (toe with';,^;. , 
„thernah'sfcwo older brpthers,(h.e.'-.!;-iC| 
testified. Both men have also'ac- 
bused Wempe of molesting them, 
g Wempe was ' criminally 
n charged with ' molesting both 
e brothers ' and three, other chil- 
i' ton, but' the charges were 
X -topped last summer after the 
3 tJ.S. Supreme Court ruled that-; -'^H| 
t California's attempt to' pros- '■: -C*% 
I ecute older cases of child moles- 
5 fation was unconstitutional. - ' ■. 
Noting that Wempe had bap- 

- lazed Mm, the man testified 
• tonday, "I had no reason not to 
t fcrusth3m." 

j He testified that he twice 
r went with Wempe to Cedars-Si- >jS 
1 ' rial, where the priest sat him on 

his lap and fondled him while he. vjx^ 
| ISee Priest, Page BUI 
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' Jji^erafe^t.moTugh. . 

evidence exists for .. . 

^c^el^empetp^e 
; mpl^tation. diaries. . 

• "ByAmTA-GoaiiAN , 

Timet SlqffWtiter 

■ A , '3udge''Wednesd'ay ordered 
. retired Raman Catholic "piiest 
j aittcliael' W«Dap6, accused dfie- 

• ' peatedchildabuse^to'stBAd trial 
-"• pactiarg^ofseOTally'iijpieBHng,' 

.aboy'faefcWe'enI99Qana'l,9fl6. -' * * 
" Itos Angeles Cbui^SupeiAor. ; i 

, Court Judge Jacob Adajiahruled ; -1 
after a weeTdong; hearing that ' • ; 

" there - ' was" enough ietfiaeiice yl 

• agaiiist'W^pe,6£ i fotatoaL'He ;/ 

: 'fe^Bt3ieposrfWBtyo£ii3ore4;Ijaii (.._•' 
•aQyearSinpifeonif convicted. . 
'•' ■ #he alieged'victirn,'now 24, 

.'. • testified, that, .Wempe 'molested 
]bimin.-toeprfiBst?scaraijdiahis .V 

. office at'., Cedars-Sinai M^edical ., 
. Center;. T|wct o^her; afiegfa. vi|- ,• : 
^Hi&haalSc^'^edvtlSA Semite I 

.-•inblegtktiaxem: •' • ■* * "... 

. Cardinal Rogeril. Maodny of . ; ' 
" th,etogAagel^i^Tidioc6sehas 

• a#mo^agfira' : '<ihat aBsfe£ learn'; ';' 
' : Jng of earlier aTjuse attsgatapns . 

against' -^empe^ .he fcettt;. jtihe ,- ; 
' p^iesfc- lot .freatrneiifc -M^^b: 

iai"',C|B,da)s&-|ifiaij In/ jipbSpect; ' - 

^anb^h^s^i^shW 

• forcea Wempe to resigns* < 



. Charges ."that • WempS.^acfifit '• • 
:; raoiested' trite oulegpd;mc%n.!s" 
'•■"two.- .older >teEo6hers; aad : tfiree. • 
d^ers Vere-'aismissed last year • 
• after the U.S. 'Supreme Court in- '•• 
•'" vafidatgdjtheprosBcutionofdec-^ 
ades^Qiij$di^.9sta&oii caps.". The 
foyrneir- prieSt'" was. onif? of ' 10'. • 
_wWpseI^s Angdes / Cdui|^f cases • 
y.^re tteown. out/peV|i^;ri!- 
-^.Bflgested when •• .fcjaf t?$uhgest • 
' ;i^rther came -iorwairfl^tnd al- 

. '.^abterecently.' '' ; ' V. ' . ■.' 
' "tThe , flefflnrianft'sa^tnes are 
■ •tertilalje^'aia Depttl&t 3E>J|t ! Atty. 
> To6^'SB<fl& J ^ey are • 
•• ^ut^orie.'of.'W'empe's defense 
. attom^i?iflLeonardB:Levine,at-. 
■ •fcaeketf'the credibility of the al- . 
.ieged i^ipa in this case, accus- 
>ing S&t^eff -rdaktog up .the". 
'•' aDfigaiJoiist to seek revenge-fbr 
twb-plder- brothers. . One of ... 



.IKe Sttjji^Spe -tiotol£3$3j$g- that ,' 
^•fie|.cpi^^ersi^pp ( e'oj)^B^- ■ 
'3?&gju^fee^»to1±ieii'0^;hmas; H ' i 

-\4^atthese "aDegit^ons^M'llliely '■ 
p-iafericated,* ievirie'saloT.^teide .'' 
court. . " :* .; '• • •■ 
"•"*•' In .'isii, yrpmpe- ; -starting 
f.- i^rpigJalrEJt. 'Judfe.'pa^lsri'in'' 
■^tyetfil^iftSMge., .where ..the. al-i 
:Jieged , vieiflai'fitwo olderbrd^hers ■' 
j^iaajrhed vfiKafc ■V^g@% pa^j!|sted •' 
•' tttem qti. oyemigtifc trips anid M - ' 
•.his paiish . jroQin; ; Ifi i002 .the- 
broiiiers filed a lawsuit in which - ' 
•&ey' alleged that. 'VSTempe had. 
• contiriuedtoab^therhaesp^ 
■ Ixansfersto rbtb'er parishes. •• •' " 
" •Ac'cbitnng 'itoi'ii report " re-- 
, ' leased by MaAony^ this week, 
. Werope was accused. of .mbtest- 
'irig 13 youths trout 1972 fc 19^3. 
*- fie '.is '.being held' [in. lieu' of 
.\'$5pOi6o6Dailin.countyjaiL * . * • 
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Church Refuses to Relinquish Files on Priest 

By Joy C. Shaw 

Daily Journal Staff Writer 

LOS ANGELES - The Los Angeles Roman Catholic Archdiocese is refusing to turn over secret 
church files^oughtby the Los Angeles County district attorney in the child-molestation prosecution of 
retired priesS^^^^^^^attorneys said Monday. 

Church^^r^^^they plan to file a motion today to quash the district attorney's subpoena for 
the files The motion will cite an array of church privileges, including the right to privacy, the First 
Amendment protection of freedom of religion, and the priest-penitent, psychotherapist-patient and 
attorney-client privileges. 

"The archdiocese is filing a motion for the purpose of protecting confidential communications 
between the bishops of Los Angeles and their priests," said Donald Woods, attorney for the Los 

^ 96 D%^y h DisS Attorney R. Todd Hicks, said he is disappointed by the archdiocese's decision 

and p ^*^^* st year resisted turning over documents in a grand-jury investigation of 10 other 
accused molester priests. The investigation was aborted by a U.S. Supreme Court decision striking 
down a California law that had extended the statute of limitations to file charges against abusive 

PneS Wempe was charged earlier this year with four counts of child molestation for allegedly 
improperly touching and sodomizing a teenage boy between 1990 and 1994. The allegations are well 
within the normal statute of limitation. People v. Wempe, BA253178(LA. Super. Ct, filed Sept. 11, 

20 ° 3 Hicks said his office issued a subpoena May 27, asking for ail church records involving Michael 
Wempe who retired from ministry in 2002. They include the archdiocese's secret archives, personnel 
flies investigative files, memoranda; correspondence, interviews, evaluations, insurance policies or 
contracts records of payment and confidential settlement agreements, Hicks said.. 

Since the recent explosion of clergy abuse charges in 2002, the Los Angeles Archdiocese has 
succeeded in keeping its confidential church files away from prosecutors, civil attorneys and the 

publichmeUg ht^ a( . guments aboutthe church's duties and claimed privileges also have remained 
shrouded because of either grand-jury secrecy or closed-door settlement negotiations. 

Wempe's has denied he sexually abused the boy, and his attorney Donald Steier has asked 
retired Judge Samuel Mayerson, sitting on assignment, to throw out the case. 

Steier argued that Wempe's preliminary hearing earlier this year was flawed. The lawyer said 
the prosecution of old sex-abuse cases is unconstitutional. 

A hearing is scheduled this morning in the downtown courthouse in front of Mayerson. 

Attorneys say Mayerson likely will decide whether to dismiss the case or set a trial date on 

But'the judge is not expected to rule immediately on the church's motion to quash. 

Woods said his motion to quash will be "virtually identical" to one that persuaded a Ventura 
County judge last year to seal records sought in a grand-jury investigation of clergy sexua abuse. 

Woods added that "the principle" of confidentiality between priests and their bishops Is essential 
in the practice of Roman Catholic faith. 

"[Priests and bishops] have a very confidential relationship similar to a father and a son or 
spouses " Woods said. "That relationship we would like to see protected, ... and we do not believe it s 
necessary for the people to have these communications about the discussions in order to prosecute 

th ' S Thn Manly, a Costa Mesa attorney who represents many alleged clergy abuse victims in civil 
court in Southern California, said Mayerson's decision on the subpoena would be closely watched. 
Manly accused the church of unethical conduct in withholding the files. 
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"it's the most nonsensical, outrageous, un-American thing to tell someone that they are going to 
create some privileges to keep the documents secret," he said. 
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JUNE 9, 2004 | CRIMINAL Reprint 7fah£ 

Archdiocese Delays Motion on Priest Files 

LOS ANGELES - The Los Angeles Archdiocese is putting off the filing of a planned motion to quash a 
subpoena for confidential church files until a judge decides its former priest MiG|tgeiiK«|sgE#;harged with 
child molestation, must face trial. 

Retired Superior Court Judge Samuel Mayerson, sitting on assignment, on Tuesday continued a pre-trial 
hearing to June 25 so the prosecutors and the attorneys representing Wempe would have ample time to 
address the strengths and weaknesses of the case. . 

Donald Steier, attorney representing Wempe, had asked the judge to throw out the case because, he 
said, information from the pre-trial hearing was flawed, He also said the district attorney's interpretation of the 
statute of limitations, which they used to prosecute Wempe in the case, is unconstitutional. But R. Todd 
Hicks, deputy district attorney, asked the judge to deny the request in a written response fiJed-Monday. 

The district attorney's office had subpoenaed confidential church files related to Wampe, which, Hicks 
said, is necessary to prosecute the former priest's molestation charges. 

Donaid Woods, attorney representing the Los Angeles Archdiocese, had refused td turn over the church 
files sought by the district attorney, citing an array of privileges that include rights to privacy and the 
constitutional protection of freedom of religion. 

The church had planned to file a motion to quash the subpoena Tuesday but is waiting for the outcome 
of the June 25 hearing, when Mayerson will decide either to throw out the case or set a trial date. If Wempe's 
attorneys succeed in dismissing the case, the church will have no need to respond to the district attorney's 
subpoena, Woods said. 

- Joy Shaw 
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Former Priest Must Face Trial for Molestation, Judge Says 

By Joy C.Shaw 

Daily Journal Staff Writer 
LOS ANGELES - A former Catholic priest must face criminal prosecution for allegedly molesting a 
minor between 1990 and 1995, a judge ruled Friday. 

Retired judge Samuel Mayerson,, sitttag^on assignment, ruled there was enough evidence presented at 



Mayerson also rejected conteritioinsbyWernpe's defense attorney that the charges should be thrown 
out because they fall outside the three-year statute of limitations for filing molestation charges. People v, 
Wempe, BA2531 78 (LA Super. CI, filed Sept. 1 1 , 2003) 

Prosecutors said under California Penal Code Section 803(g), molestation charges can be filed within 
a year of the accuser coming forward, no matter how long ago the abuse allegedly occurred. 

'We are very pleased with the judge's decision today,' said deputy district attorney R. Todd Hicks, 
adding that state and federal law has had a long history in extending statute of limitation in prosecution of 
serious crimes. "I think the law is quite clear in this area." 

Donald Steier, attorney representing Wempe, however, said extending the statute is a "gray area" in 
California law , and vowed to challenge the district attorney's use of a 803(g) if Wempe is convicted. 

"Our legal argument, we feel, is very strong but politics is against us," Steier said after Friday's 
hearing. 

Last June, the U.S. Supreme Court, said 803(g) can't be applied retroactively, and it threw out 
hundreds of sexual abuse cases across the state. Stognerv. California, 2003 DJDAR 6989 (U.S. Set. June 
26,2003). 

The decision forced Los Angeles district attorney to abandon prosecution of decades-old sex crimes - 
including those allegedly committed by several Catholic priests. 

Leonard Levine, another attorney for Wempe, said he wasn't surprised by the judge's ruling Friday 
given the low standard of proof the prosecution must offer at a preliminary hearing. 

'We think when proven beyond a reasonable doubt as required then the prosecution will fall well short 
of that standard," Levine said. 

'We are still confident that when this case comes to trial [Wempe] will be totally exonerated of all these 
charges." 

The alleged victim, Jayson B„ now 25, reported the molestation to the police in August 2003 after 
learning that Wempe would be released from jail because of the Stogner decision, Wempe had been under 
investigation for earlier child molestation claims made by two of Jason's older brothers. 

Meanwhile, Judge Mayerson put off until Aug. 2 a hearing on whether the Los Angeles Archdiocese 
must turn over confidential documents related to Wempe. 

Attorneys for the archdiocese had declined to turn over any document subpoenaed by the district 
attorney in the Wempe case, claiming they are privileged. 




© 2004 Daily Journal Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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esling Sees Bail LoWfered 



Michael Wenape will Be 
freed if ke agrees riot to . . 
perform priestly duties .' 
and Wears an electronic 
.monitor. He faces 20 ' . :' , • 
years oh charges. : ... 

By* Jean CJircbiosE.; •. • ' 

Times StaffJtfrUer •. .■-.'. " . •• ' 

. -The '"only Roman' Catholic 
priests'till jailed for allegedly "m<> 
testing children in-, Los Angeles'. 
Ctounly couldhe but next week if ■ 
he [posts a newly reduced ' bail.'- 
.'and -promises not' to. perform', 
priestly tactions while awaiting 
•.trial' •; .- :• . . '•■'•••,-. : - ''v. ' 
'."■ Instead'ofapassport; lasers' ' 
for- Michael'- Edwin WempeVbf-. 
fe'red to surreljder hisVcieridal.' 
■obHarlTiddy.' .-;'••. .. 

The 64-yeaVoldretirediriest 
is ejected to come up wi|h the' 
$100,000 'bond' within • the • next 
•few days-'and return to-the Seal 
.'Beach retirement home - .he 1 



shared withhis aping mothetuh- : . 
•-{SiniS arrest-in September!.. .' 
.. ,-A . judge reduced '. ' Wempe's ' 
' 'bafl Jromi50"0,'Q00', warning that. ' ' 
.if/.hefleesi.'hls. action would-be 

considered' "virtually an admis- 
. sion of guilty.. /■ 

' . Ketired': Los .Angeles'- County-.' 
Superior Court ! Judge . iSamuel . 

■ Mayerson-. also .ordered;' Weimpe ' 
to wear an -electronic device to ■ 
monitor Ms whereabouts. ' 

'• -H^emustsi^insidebishouse -.. 

■ except to -sea his'-. doctors'- and- "' 
lawyers, shop, for groqeries.and: 

' ; attend Mass ^ which the judge 
• warned- he could do-so only ais. a 

parti(Mpan.t,-not'the celebrant, v. 
1 -• Deputy- ' Dist-. • Atty.' Todd' , 

Hicks, who opposed the bail re- . 

•ductton^.'said 'he' was -disap-- ' 
'jrointedfethiffieruling,'.' ' 

; . iri court, he said Wempe,:whb 
•' faces' up ,to] 20 years 'in prison, 

might be teinpted to run based .. 
' on the : strength of- the evidence • 

presented against him at a weefc : . 

long preliminary hearing in T?eb- . 

ruary; He also said tiiej feared the ; 

priestyoulfl-abuse again,.' ; 



'• But,. Wempe's lawyers, Lebn r . 
ard-Leyine and ponald Steier' , 
successfully argued that the', 
cleric was neither aflightrisknor 
adangerto the community, ■ - ' 

•' Defense - . lawyers ' said he • • 
,hasn't fled, during a'-lengthy.ahdl; 
open -police investigation.. Last 
summer,": . Wampe ' was .charged ' 
.with 42, counts of sexually ma- ' 
■ testing is boys between 1977 and 
.1988;. ' .'• ." . ; ■; : ' , '.'/ ' 
, •' A few .days later, itoe'tj'.'S..Su- '' 
pretiie Cpurt struck down a 1994 
California law allowing 'retroac; 
taye prosecution involving oider ' 
[sis crimes against'cMdreri As a: 
result, criminal charges against- 
Wempe and. nine, other -priests '•" 
•were dismissed. ' .•.,!• 

•" '.in the current case, prosecu- ' 
tors 4Hege Werape molested a • 
boyjn Ms chaplain's office at Ce? . 
dars : SuM , Medical-. Center, be- 
tween 1990 and- 1995. .. 

• .The 'yictihi did nbt.repbrt'his 
allegations until' earlier charges ... 
against WempeWtovpiving the . 
yicthjils ■ older brother —.were •; 
disraissed.-!' ;' •■ .. ,'.■.'. -/'■" 



' One of Uie;.viotim's brother 
\ compared the judge's;, decisio: 
.' allowing Wempe to live in a n 
':tement.'honae where grahdchii 

• dren come to"visit their relative 
■to 'Cardinal Roger M. Mahonjr' 
•decision 4 to place Werape in-i 
hospital, with a; .pediatric ware 
. after he was '.removed , 'from hi 
church parish 1 amid allegation 
ofohildmole'statipn.':", ■ 

. Mahony forced -Wempe to re 
tire from the priesthood in 2001 
arid barred hnn flpm aciive into 
; istry, Wempe's. defense lawyer 
'said. • Yet; Wempe; nodded ' ye 
.%hen Mayerson- asked. his" law 
y'ers.Frjday ifh'e was stillapriesl 
Wempe is one of. two retirei 
-. priests facing chfld mblestatjo: 
Charges in libs' ^Angeles Count] 
*Tneoj-her,.StejblienCh£i4es He- 
rnandez, .posted $240,000 hail a: 

• ter he- was arrested, in June,- H 
; faces 12felony-poun)is involving 
'• 14-year-^ld- boy.he' allegedly mc 

tested lri 20Ol'aad-2O02'While.h 
•was'counseling -minors '-at -Car. 
tr^Juverute-Hafl, also knowna 
.iiastlake. . •' :'.■: ''-.«.-»- 
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Judge Bars DA's From Accessing Priest's Files 

By Liz Valsamis 

Daily Journal Staff Writer 
LOS ANGELES - A Superior Court judge on Wednesday blocked Los Angeles prosecutors' 
latest attempt to get access to files the Roman Catholic Archdiocese kept on a priest accused of 
sexual abuse. 

Los Angeles Superior Court JudgeJin^eJ^a^on said the district attorney's request for 
the entire file kept on defrocked prles|Michaa^emg^)etween 1990 and 1995 was overly 
broad. People v. Wempe, BA253178 (L.A. Super. Ct, filed Sept. 1 1 , 2003). 

Prosecutors want to see if the files back up statements made by seven people who say they 
can corroborate the alleged abuse, ■ — " 

The church has said two of those witnesses show up in Wempe's file, according to the 
archdiocese's lawyer Don Woods of Hennigan Bennett & Dorrnan. 

The church has never had a problem with turning over victims' sexual abuse reports, Woods 

said. 

"That's not what we seek to protect," he added. 

Steier, of Los Angeles's Guzin & Steier, objected to the release of all church documents 
pertaining to Wempe, saying it would violate the former priest's privacy. 

Deputy District Attorney R. Todd Hicks, who is prosecuting Wempe, could not be reached for 
comment. 

Wempe originally was charged with molesting 13. boys beginning in 1977. Those charges 
were dropped after the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the state could not revive the statute of 
limitation in sexual abuse cases. 
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Staff & Wire Reports 
June 1, 2005 



Trial of ex-county priest to start next week in L.A. 



By staff aad wire reports 
June 1,2005 

LOS ANGELES - A retired Roman Catholic priest will stand trial next week for allegedly molesting a boy in 
the 1990s. 

Jury selection is scheduled to begin June 9 in the case against JRBffiHlwho faces three counts of 
committing a lewd act on a child and one count of oral copulation of a person under IS.. 

The current case stems from charges fiiedin September, months after a U.S. Supreme Court ruling voided 42 
other sexual abuse allegations against Wempe. The alleged victim, now in his mid-20s, is the brother of two 
previous alleged victims. ' . — " 

Wempe- who is free on bond, was first charged with molesting five boys across Southern California between the 
mid-1970s and mid-1980s. The charges were thrown out when the nation's high court struck down a California 
law that erased the statute of limitations on sexual abuse cases from 1988 and earlier. 

Wempe served throughout the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, including time as an associate pastor duiing^e 
1970s and '80s at St. Rose of Lima Church, in Simi Valley, St. Jude Church in Westlake Village, Sacred Heart, 
•Church in Ventura, and St Sebastian Church in SantaPaula. ' 

Among those who made charges that were thrown out because of the statute Of limitations j Was Lee Bashforth of 
Newport Beach. He had alleged that Wempe molested him and his brother when they lived in the Congo Valley 
in the '70s and '80s. 

Bashforth alleged he and his older brother, Mark, were molested when they were children and' attending St Jude 
Church in Westlake Village, where Wempe was an associate pastor. Bashforth ^said hit .abuse, blocked from 
memory until 2002, included molestations by Wempe at the rectories of Sacred Heart Church in Ventura and St 
Mary Church in Palmdale. ■ 

Wempe served as an associate pastor in the Ventura County area intermittently from 1969 to 1987, starting at St. 
Rose of Lima in Simi Valley, moving to St Jude and then to Sacred Heart in the 1970s After several years at 
Paraclete High School in Lancaster, he was at St. Sebastian Church in Santa Paula until about 1987. Cardinal 
Roger Mahony then sent him to a sexual disorders treatment center in New Mexico. 

After treatment in New Mexico, Wempe was reassigned as chaplain at Cedate-Sinai Medic ^ CratCT ^ s 
Angeles. That became controversial several years ago when Mahony acknowledged he should have told hospital 
officials more about the priest's background. 

Wempe was removed from the ministry in 2002 by Mahony. 
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Witness in priest sexual abuse trial 
weeps while testifying 

LINDA DEUTSCH 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES - A sexual abuse victim wept in court as he described his love for a priest 
who he says betrayed him and his belief that he failed to protect his younger brothers. 

"I can accept that I was abused but I can't accept the fact that I was the gatekeeper, that I 
M Sp^tc Zy brothers," them man, identified in court only as Mark B, sa,d Thursday. 

The 42-year-old testified in the trial of Michael Wempe, a former priest Who is charged with 
Toeing Mark's younger brother, Jayson, in the 1990s. Jayson was scheduled to testrfy 
Friday after Mark was cross-examined. 

Wempe has admitted to molesting 13 boys in the 1970s and '80s but has not been tried in 

because of a Supreme Court ru.ing barring 
of limitations on old cases. Mark and another brother, Lee, were affected by the ruling. 

jayson came forward three months after the Supreme Court's ruling While the defense 
acknowledges that Mark and Lee were abused, it claims that Jayson's alleges were 
fabricated to seek retribution for his brothers. 

Mark testified that the former priest ingratiated himself to his mother ahd became a 
S^SwhBT to him and his brothers because their own father was always preoccupied 
with business. 

Meanwhile, he said Wempe took him on motorcycle trips where he would fondle him. Mark 
ktpX secrets, he said, because Wempe meant sc much to hun and h,s fam.ly. 



"I loved the guy," he said, burying his face in his hands and weeping. 



.uic^/r 1 A W c/r,nHtir.s/n721096.htm 



409506 



2/7/2006 



CCI 006100 



RCALA011636 



AP Wire | 01/27/2006 | Witness in priest sexual abuse trial weeps while testifying 185 • 



• Staff List j Wempe, seated across the courtroom, flushed bright red. 

RSS Headlines i 

Advertise ~ Mark saic{ ne and his brother Lee first shared memories of alleged abuse in 2002. But he 

"' "' " "" said he never spoke to Jayson about his own abuse and was "floored" when he heard the 

youngest brother might have been abused. 



As court recessed for the day, Wempe began to sob and covered his eyes with a 
handkerchief. 
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The Mercury News 
__. News Article 

I lie Mercury News February 10, 2006 

MercuryNews.com- 
Posted on Fri, Feb. 10, 2006 

Jury in LA priest sex abuse trial seeks 
reading of testimony 

LINDA DEUTSCH 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES - Jurors in a molestation case against a retired Roman Catholic priest ended their 
first day of deliberations Friday with a request to hear a readback of testimony from the trial's key 
witness. 

According to the court, the panel asked for a reading of a limited portion of the testimony of the 26- 
year-old man who claims he was molested by Michael Wempe in the 1990s. The alleged victim is 
known as Jayson B. 

The matter will be taken up with lawyers when the jurors return from a long weekend. Monday is a 
court holiday and the panel does not resume its talks until Tuesday afternoon because of a juror's 
previously scheduled medical appointment in the morning. 

The case was submitted to jurors by Superior Court Judge Curtis Rappe on Friday morning. He 
spent about a half hour reading to them legal instructions dealing with the charges against Wempe 
and with the evidence of uncharged crimes presented during the trial. 

Eight men were permitted to tell jurors about their own molestations by Wempe during the 1970s 
and 80s, acts which the priest acknowledges. However, he cannot be tried for those crimes 
because of a statute of limitations. 



The five charges against him in the current case involve only Jayson B. The impact of the past 
crimes on the jurors' consideration of the case was addressed in a specific legal instruction. 

"If you conclude that the defendant committed the uncharged offenses," the instruction said, "that 
conclusion is only one factor to consider along with all the other evidence. It is not sufficient by itself 
to prove that the defendant is guilty of the crimes charged. The people must still prove each 
element of every charge beyond a reasonable doubt." 
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Trial begins in molestation ease against 
retired LA priest 

LINDA DEUTSCH 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES - A prosecutor described in graphic detail Monday the molestation of 
numerous boys by retired Roman Catholic priest Michael Wempe but told jurors they would 
be asked to convict him of crimes against only one alleged victim who is now grown. 

Deputy District Attorney Todd Hicks said in his opening statement that most of the men who 
will testify repressed their memories of the abuse for many years, as did the man whose 
claims led to the current criminal trial. 

Wempe's lawyer, however, told the jury that the claims of the most recent alleged victim 
were false and were fabricated to avenge the molestation of his two brothers many years 
earlier. 

Attorney Leonard Levine said he would not contest the many molestations that Wempe 
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"For that there is no excuse, no explanation and no defense, and none will be offered," he 
said. 

"If this case was about that it would be an entirely different matter. But it is not," the defense 
attorney said. 

"Nothing will change the fact that molestations occurred here and throughout this country 
and one of the perpetrators was my client," he said as Wempe sat staring straight ahead. 
"The accounts you will hear from these adults, as heart-rending as they may be, will have 
little to do with the facts in this case." 

The molestation alleged to have occurred between 1990 and 1995 did not happen, Levine 
said. 

The trial's first witness was to be called later in the day. 

The jury includes several deeply religious people who believe that priests should be held to 
a high moral standard because of their role as spiritual leaders. 
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Most said during jury selection that they found the issue of clergy child abuse disturbing but 
promised to be fair in judging Wempe. 

"I'm always kind of saddened by thes'e kinds of cases," said a woman juror. "I think priests 
are our spiritual leaders and they have a greater accountability." 

The woman, who said she had been excommunicated by the Catholic Church when she 
married a divorced man, said she holds no hard feelings against the church. 

Some other panelists, however, expressed their concern about the way the entire priest 
molestation issue was handled by the Los Angeles Archdiocese. That issue is likely to be a 
subtext of Wempe's trial, which centers on activities that followed his return to priestly duties 
after six months of therapy. Cardinal Roger Mahony approved his reassignment as chaplain 
of Cedars Sinai Hospital in spite of his history as a molester. 

Wempe, 66, has pleaded not guilty to five counts of lewd conduct and molestation of a boy 
between 1990 and 1995. His attorney, however, acknowledged in November that Wempe 
did abuse 13 other boys between 1977 and 1986. Eight of them will be allowed to testify at 
Wempe's current trial. 

Charges involving the 13 others were dismissed after the U.S. Supreme Court struck down 
a state law in 2003 that allowed retroactive prosecution of decades-old sex crimes involving 
children. 

The six men and six women of the jury promised to keep in mind that he is being tried only 
for charges involving the one boy in the 1990s, not for the decades-old sex crimes he has 
admitted. 

Loyola University Law School Professor Laurie Levenson said jurors will have a tough task. 

"Jurors will still pause before they let a priest go when he has done so much harm to so 
many," she said. "They would be worried about the message it would send." 

The allegations Wempe now faces were made by a young man who came forward three 
months after the Supreme Court's ruling. 

The accuser, now 20, is the brother of two boys whose cases were dismissed. Levine 
claims the allegations are the fabrications of a young man seeking retribution for his 
brothers. 
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The emotional issues involved in the case - sexual abuse, children and religion - led to a 
complicated and probing jury selection that lasted a full week. 

Many prospective jurors were dismissed when they said they could not put aside their 
feelings of revulsion about child molestation. 

After the 2003 Supreme Court ruling, the Los Angeles County district attorney's office was 
forced to dismiss multiple charges against 11 priests involving numerous alleged victims, 
most of whom have since filed civil suifs seeking damages for suffering and emotional 
distress. 



Another former priest spared charges by the 2003 ruling, Michael Stephen Baker, was 
arrested Thursday when he returned from Thailand. Police said Baker, 58, is suspected of 
molestina a bov for 12 vears beainnina in 1984. 
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His arraignment was scheduled in the same courthouse where Wempe's trial got under way 
Monday. 
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Sexual abuse of teen alleged during trial of former priest 

. Linda Deutsch, Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) - A succession of grown men testified Tuesday that ex-priest Michael Wempe trapped them in a 
web of sexual molestation that began In their childhoods and continues to shadow their lives today. 

Pointing across the courtroom where the former Roman Catholic clergyman was seated at the counsel table, on trial 
for molestation, prosecutor Todd Hicks asked a witness identified only as Jay. F. how he knew Wempe. 

"From a nightmare," said the 39-year-old man, 

Atone point, staring at Wempe, he said bitingly: "This guy is so sick." 

He graphically outlined a pattern of molestation that involved fondling, masturbation and oral copulation that began 
when he was 13 and also ensnared two of his brothers, 

He said he felt "trapped and confused" during the two years that Wempe abused him, 

"As a Catholic, you're taught the priest is the closest thing to God, someone you should respect," he said. "Then you're 
caught in this abuse and you don't know what to do.... You think it will go away." 

Jay F. said he never mentioned his ordeal to anyone until 10 years ago when he blurted it out in a confessional. But 
the priest who heard his confession did nothing, he said. 

He said he decided to come forward when he heard about the nationwide priest scandal and wishes now he had 
spoken up sooner because, "I could have saved other kids." 

Another victim, identified as John C. testified he has had trouble remembering everything that happened to him 
because he was so young. He said he was molested between the ages of 5 and 7. 

"I started remembering things...," he said. "It's like trying to complete a puzzle and suddenly you have a box of pieces 
you didn't know you had. I'm trying to get my life in order and my interest is in finding out what these pieces were." 
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The 27-year-old man, who works in San Francisco, also 
said: :"These things are dictating most of my behavior to this 
point." 

After his involvement with the priest, John C; said, he 
became an incorrigible student who was suspended and 
eventually expelled from high school. He said he kept a 
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_ Eventually, he said, he was arrested and wound up living in 
TSj a group home. 

John C. said he is one of many of Wempe's victims who 
have filed suit against the Archdiocese of Los Angeles but 
is less interested in the money than punishment for those 
involved. 

"If I could wail on the church wall for a couple of days, that 
would be better," he said. 



Of his testimony, he said, "I don't believe in confession in 
church. Hopefully this will help me get on." 

Wempe's attorney, Leonard Levine, who gently cross- 
examined the witnesses and voiced no objections to any of 



the prosecutor's questions, has admitted that his client molested 13 boys in the 1970s and '80s. But he maintains that 
Wempe is not guilty of molesting another boy in the 1990s, the case for which he is on trial. That young man was to 
testify later in the week. 
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Wempe Weeps as Witness Testifies 

■ A man describes actions by the then-priest when he was a student in Lancaster. Others testify about 
molestations. 

By Jean Guccione, Times Staff Writer 

Michael Stephen Wempe wept Tuesday as a Houston man testified that the former priest used religion class to 
teach him about masturbation, then encouraged him to practice when they were alone. 

The testimony came during the second day of Wempe's trial on charges of abusing a boy in the early 1990s. 
Wempe, through his attorney, has admitted to molesting 13 boys decades ago, but denies the more recent abuse 
allegatibns. 

Los Angeles County Superior Court Judge Curtis R. Rappe 
is allowing testimony about past molestations to bolster 
prosecutors' contention that Wempe was a practiced abuser 
who used the same script to exploit children for decades. 

The Houston man attended Paraclete High School in 
Lancaster, where Wempe taught religion and coached golf. 
When Deputy Dist. Atty. Todd Hicks asked the man if he wa 
a good golfer, Wempe, sitting at the defense table, nodded 
yes. 

The two men had not seen each other for decades, and the 
witness did not look at Wempe as he left the courtroom. 

Wempe, 66, faces up to 16 years in prison if convicted of 
charges of lewd conduct with a minor and oral copulation. 

His attorney, Leonard Levine, said the current accuser is 
lying to avenge his two brothers, whose cases were barred 
by a U.S. Supreme Court ruling. Wempe has not molested 
anyone since Cardinal Roger M. Mahony sent him to 
residential therapy in the 1980s, and he is sincerely sorry for his past misconduct, Levine said. 

"Here is somebody who has changed and is obviously remorseful about what happened," he said. 

Mahony has called his decision to assign Wempe to Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, where the most recent abuse 
was alleged, a mistake. He said he didn't know that the hospital had a children's ward. 

The Times generally does not identify sexual abuse victims. 

Earlier in the day, another man testified that he was visiting Wempe's rectory at St. Sebastian Catholic Church in 
Santa Paula when he was startled to see his teenage brother lying naked on the priest's bed. Wempe, bare- 
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chested, appeared in the doorway and told him to come in, the man, now 26, testified. 
"Father Mike said, 'Come back here. It's your turn,' " the man recalled. 

A third witness, a 39-year-old Valencia man, said he would often sleep in the priest's bed at St. Mary's Catholic 
Church in Paimdale. The next day, he would assist Wempe at Mass as an altar boy. 

"He would fondle me, then give the body of Christ to the whole church with that same hand," the man testified, 

Late one night, when he was 15, the priest was driving him home when he detoured to a rest stop on a secluded 
mountain road, where he orally copulated him, the man testified. The next morning, he said, the priest met his 
school bus at Quartz Hill High School and warned him not to tell his friends, 

Shortly afterward, the man quit ninth grade and hitchhiked to San Diego. 

He confessed the molestation to a Valencia priest in the 1990s, he testified. 

"I was hoping that the priest would reach out to me," he said. But the priest did nothing, he said. 
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Witness in priest sexual abuse trial weeps while 

tpctjfvi nn Associated Press 

y " News Article 

January 26, 2006 

By Linda Deutsch 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

8:21 p.m. January 26, 2006 

LOS ANGELES - A sexual abuse victim wept in court Thursday as he described his love for a priest 
who he says betrayed him and his belief that he failed to protect his younger brothers. 

"I can accept that I was abused but I can't accept the fact that I was the gatekeeper, that I let it 
happen to my brothers," said the man identified in 
court only as Mark B. 



The 42-year-old testified in the trial of Michael 
Wempe, who is charged with molesting Mark's 
younger brother, Jayson, in the 1990s. 

The former priest has admitted he molested 13 
boys in the 1970s and '80s but has not been tried in 
those cases because of a Supreme Court ruling 
barring retroactive extension of the statute of 
limitations on old cases. Mark and another 
brother, Lee, were affected by the ruling. 

Jayson came forward three months after the 
Supreme Court's ruling. While the defense 
acknowledges that Mark and Lee were abused, it 
claims that Jayson's allegations were fabricated to 
seek retribution for his brothers. 



Advertisement 



Mark testified that the former priest ingratiated 

himself to his mother and became a surrogate father to him and his brothers because their own 
father was always preoccupied with business. 

Meanwhile, he said Wempe took him on motorcycle trips where he would fondle him. Mark kept the 
secrets, he said, because Wempe meant so much to him and his family. 

"I loved the guy," he said, burying his face in his hands and weeping. 

Wempe, seated across the courtroom, flushed bright red. 

Mark said he and his brother Lee first shared memories of alleged abuse in 2002. But he said he 
never spoke to Jayson about his own abuse and was "floored" when he heard the youngest brother 
might have been abused. 

As court recessed for the day, Wempe began to sob and covered his eyes with a handkerchief. Jayson 
was scheduled to testify Friday. 
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Abuse victim laments his brother's fate 

By Linda Deutsch 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

LOS ANGELES - A sexual abuse victim wept in court Thursday as he told of his love for 
Michael Wempe, the priest he said betrayed him, and his belief that he failed to protect his 
younger brothers from similar abuse. 

"I can accept that I was abused but I can't accept the fact that I was the gatekeeper, that I 
let it happen to my brothers," said the man identified as Mark B. 

"Every day l look at my brothers and realize it was my responsibility," he said. "I could have 
called the police. I just didn't have the courage to say anything." 

The 42-year-old man, who now lives in Norway, came to the witness stand as a prosecutor 
prepared to call to the stand his youngest brother, Jayson, the sole victim who claims he 
was abused during a period for which Wempe can be charged criminally. 

The former priest has admitted he molested 13 boys in the 1970s and '80s but has not been 
tried in those cases because of a U.S. Supreme Court ruling barring retroactive extension of 
the statute of limitations on old cases. 

Defense attorneys maintain the older brothers helped jayson fabricate a story of later abuse 
in order to punish Wempe for his earlier behavior. 

But Mark testified he never spoke to Jayson about his own abuse and was "floored" when 
he heard the youngest brother might have been abused. 

He described Jayson as "a happy kid until he was 6 or 7 and he became very withdrawn." 

Jayson, who is now 26, claims he was molested by Wempe in the 1 990s after the former 
priest returned from therapy and was assigned by Cardinal Roger Mahony to be the 
Catholic chaDlain at Cedars Sinai Medical Center. 
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'' His older brother Mark was the seventh and most emotional of the victims to testify so far. 

"~j Mark said he had completely repressed all memories of his abuse until June 2001 , when he 
" J was on the way to his brother's wedding. 

He said his brother Lee had invited Wempe to participate. 

BR 

"I was getting ready for the wedding and something clicked. I was getting visual pieces of a 
! puzzle in my head, like snapshots of abuse," he recalled." It all came rushing out like a 
" i waterfall." 

He had kept the secrets well, he said, because Wempe meant so much to him and his 
" j . family. 

. - "I loved the guy," he said, burying his face in his hands and weeping. 

J Wempe, seated across the courtroom, flushed bright red. 

As court recessed for the day, Wempe began to sob and covered his eyes with a 
— handkerchief. Jayson was scheduled to testify Friday. Wempe denies that he abused 
J Jayson. 



; Mark also told a story now familiar to jurors from other witnesses of how Wempe charmed 
! parishioners at St. Jude's Catholic Church in Westlake Village. He added that the former 
"" i priest also ingratiated himself to his mother and became a surrogate father to himself and 
• ; his brothers because their own father was always preoccupied with business. He said his 
mother encouraged the contacts. 
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"She adored him. She felt he was our connection to God. He was our spiritual ticket," Mark 
said of the 66-year-old, gray-haired defendant. "He cemented our relationship to the 
church." 

He said his mother was so devoted to Wempe that she would cook for htm and volunteered 
to redecorate his room at the rectory. 

Meanwhile, he said Wempe was taking him on motorcycle trips where he would fondle him. 

"Every time I came back from a ride with him,' I closed down in my mind what had 
happened," he said. "I buried it deep, deep in my mind and put it away." • 

He said he and his brother Lee first shared memories of alleged abuse in 2002. 

"We spent the next half hour on the phone crying, trying to console each other," he said. "It 
was gut wrenching, my worst nightmare." . 
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Witness Against Priest Turns Defiant 

■ Jayson B. refuses to change his testimony after the suspect's lawyer questions the accuracy of his memory aboi 
alleged molestations. 

By Jean Guccione, Times Staff Writer 

The tears of the key witness in the trial of admitted child molester Father Michael Wempe turned to open defiance 
Tuesday as the retired priest's lawyer cross-examined him about details of his alleged abuse. 

The witness who was identified in court only as Jayson B„ had cried through three days of testimony about his 
alleged fondling and oral copulation by the priest, whom Cardinal Roger M. Mahony had assigned to Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center after sending him for treatment for pedophilia. 

But when attorney Leonard Levine questioned his memory 
of being abused in a purple-blue Thunderbird three times 
from 1991 to 1995, Jayson B. refused to change his story. 
Levine said the car wasn't bought until 1995. 

"You are asking me about a car I was in five times 1 5 years 
ago," Jayson B., now 26, said, "i'm not going to change wha 
I remember." 

The witness repeatedly told Levine these were details he ha 
spent a lifetime trying to forget. 

Wempe originally was charged with abusing five boys, 
including Jayson B.'s brothers, but was released from jail 
when the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that California could nol 
retroactively prosecute decades-old abuse cases. 

Jayson B. then came forward and accused the former priest 
of molesting him in the 1990s. 
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Wempe later conceded that he had molested 1 3 boys, 
including Jayson B.'s older brothers. Wempe's lawyers say Jayson B. is lying to avenge his family. 

Earlier Jayson B. testified that he never told anyone that Wempe had molested him, even after his two older 
brothers went to authorities in 2002 to report that the priest had molested them. 

"I knew that he was going to be punished and I would never have to reveal my secret," he testified, adding that he 
"would have taken this to the grave." 

But his attitude changed a year later, when Jayson B. learned that the criminal case against Wempe had been 
dismissed and the now-retired priest was a free man. 
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Deputy Los Angeles County Dist. Atty. Todd Hicks asked Jayson B. how he felt when he saw a photograph of a 
grinning Wempe walking out of jail. "I felt like I had been punched in the stomach," he responded. 

Jayson B. said he learned that his alleged molestations could still be prosecuted under the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling. "I knew that if I told what had happened to me that he would be punished," he testified, 

The man said he spent the summer after graduating from UCLA trying to build up the courage to tell his family and 
police that Wempe had molested him too. 

On cross-examination, Levine asked if he had come forward with the current accusations to protect his brothers am 
mother, who were upset when Wempe was released from jail. 

"No," he answered. "That makes no sense whatsoever." 

Jayson B.'s testimony is to continue today in the downtown Los Angeles courtroom of Judge Curtis Rappe. 
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Chronicling Priest's Pattern of Abuse 

■ In court, victims tell of a hip, outdoorsy Michael Wempe lavishing them with attention and trips. 
By Jessica Garrison and Jean Guccione, Times Staff Writers 

Retired priest Michael Edwin Wempe is older now, with curled, arthritic-looking hands and watery, crystalline eyes. 
As he has sat in a downtown Los Angeles courtroom these last three weeks, red-faced and silently weeping, it has 
been difficult to see him as his victims did: as the hip, long-haired cleric on a motorcycle who, by his own admissior 
seduced and molested 1 3 boys during his 36-year career in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

But as the witnesses recounted, Wempe, now 66, had an eye for needy boys from troubled families: He invited 
them for dinner in the rectory, and then took them into his bed while the other priests slept. He put them on the fron 
of his motorcycle and in his car, and then fondled them as they drove — in one case crashing in a bloody accident. 
After violating them at night, he rewarded them with extra-large pieces of Communion wafers at Mass the next 
morning. 

Four years after the clergy abuse scandal exploded across 
the country and in the Los Angeles Archdiocese, Wempe's 
trial, which is expected to go to the jury this week, offers a 
rare picture of a serial abuser. After years of simmering 
scandal and secret negotiations, eight men have come into 
open court to confront the priest who molested them. 

Their testimony highlights how, in parish after parish, the 
priest surrounded himself with boys — and for years no 
church officials seemed to express concern or intervene. Th 
allegations that the church did not act could prove pivotal no 
just to Wempe's fate, but also to the Los Angeles 
Archdiocese, which is facing more than 560 lawsuits 
charging that it failed to protect children from abusive priests 
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"You would have fun, but you paid the price," testified one ol 
Wempe's victims, who estimated that the priest molested hir 
in the rectory 30 to 40 times, and on a motorcycle, in cars 
and during camping trips. "He would attack you." 

As victims described monstrous acts of abuse that ruined their lives and sent.them spiraling into substance abuse, 
Wempe's lawyer made no objection. Still, the retired priest, among the most prolific abusers in the archdiocese s 
molestation scandal, denies the crime for which he is on trial — allegedly molesting the younger brother of two of 
his victims. 1 

The cleric's lawyer says the accuser is making up the charges to avenge the brothers, whose abuses happened toe 
long ago to allow prosecution of Wempe for them. The lawyer has tried to show that the accuser is wrong on key 
details, such as the color of the priest's car. 
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Wempe's defense is that he used to be a pedophile but that he was cured after Cardinal Roger M. Mahony sent hin 
to therapy in 1987. The therapy came more than 20 years after Wempe was ordained and more than 15 years after 
his first admitted victims entered his life. 

Court documents and testimony outline a pattern of abuse repeated many times. 

Wempe was about 30 and had been an assistant pastor at St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church in Simi Valley for two 
years when he met Vincent and Timothy F. As he would do again, he befriended a Catholic family with young boys. 
He accepted invitations to dinner and proved himself to be a delightful and charming guest. 

Before long, he was treated like an honored member of the family, saying Mass in the home, offering a sympathetic 
ear to the boys' mother and, to her immense gratitude, taking an interest in her preteen sons, according to the 
prosecutors. (Vincent and Timothy F. did not testify.) 

For the boys, the attention was exhilarating: Wempe was not only patient and caring, he was also one cool dude. 
He had a full beard, long hair and a motorcycle. And as if that weren't enough, he was devoted to camping, fishing 
and shooting. 

In court over the last three weeks, several witnesses described how Wempe would initiate the abuse. 

After gaining the parents' trust, he would invite his altar t>oys for motorcycle rides. With their own driver's licenses 
often years away, they were delighted — even more so when Wempe said they could steer. 

But inevitably, the thrill of the ride was interrupted when Wempe's hands strayed into their laps, then inside their 
pants. 

"He would say, 'My hands are cold,' " testified Richard Kirby, who was molested by Wempe from 1 976 to 1 978 and 
became a Washington lobbyist. "It was a little weird, but I was getting to drive a motorcycle." 

During camping trips and sleepovers at the rectory, meanwhile, the boys often woke in the night to feel Wempe's 
hands between their legs, the men testified. Other times, the priest would talk to them about the beauty of 
masturbation and explain that it was God's way of releasing tension. 

Sitting at the defendant's table, Wempe's ruddy face sometimes turned red, then purple. Occasionally, tears drippei 
down his cheeks. 

He seems to have been quite open about letting the boys sleep in the rectory; several people testified that they 
came and went with regularity and ate dinner there with the other priests. Still, the men testified, sometimes Wemp< 
would tell them to keep their activities secret. 

A few altar boys also testified that he had a particular way of showing his gratitude: During Mass, he would break ol 
extra-large pieces of wafers for them. 

In 1 973, Wempe was transferred from St. Rose of Lima to St. Jude in nearby Westlake Village. 

He continued his relationships with Vincent and Timothy F„ and he began abusing at least five other boys. 

Among them Were Robert B„ whose father was an alcoholic and whose mother welcomed Wempe into her home, 
and Mark and Lee B., brothers of Wempe's current accuser. Robert B. did not testify; Mark and Lee B. did. 

In 1 976 while he was posted in Westlake Village, Vincent and Timothy F. 'smother went to St. Jude to complain, 
according to court documents. Church officials say they have no record of that, according to J. Michael Hennigan, 
Mahony's lawyer. 

The next year, Wempe was transferred to Sacred Heart Church in Ventura. He stayed there eight months before 
being moved again, to Paraclete High School in Lancaster, where he was golf coach. 

Once again, Wempe stayed in contact with boys from his old parish, while also finding new victims closer to home. 

There were William M. and Greg J., both members of the golf team. And there were two brothers from Lake 
Hughes, members of St. Elizabeth's Mission, where Wempe sometimes filled in. Log An ^ es Timeg 
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As he had done elsewhere, the priest seduced with a mixture of delicious food and adrenaline-pumping outings, 
such as motorcycle trips to Hearst Castle and water- and snow-skiing trips. He also took some of his victims to visit 
his own mother. 

In 1984, Wempe was moved again, this time to St. Sebastian in Santa Paula. 

It did not take long for him to find two fatherless boys. One of them, Patrick C, recalled outings for miniature golf, 
deep-sea fishing, camping and shooting. 

For nearly a decade, Wempe also kept up with Lee B, one of the brothers of his current accuser. In 1986, after 
years of allowing underage drivers to pilot his cars and motorcycles while he fondled them, Wempe was involved in 
a car accident. 

Lee B. testified that he was driving Wempe's car while the priest sat beside him and his younger brother Jayson B., 
the present accuser, sat in the back. Lee said the priest began fondling him, causing him to become distracted and 
swerve into a truck. His brother suffered serious injuries. For a long time, Lee B. said, he blamed himself. Now, he 
said, he blames Wempe. 

Lee B. said the Catholic Church paid for his brother's medical care. 

A few months later, someone finally objected to the rectory sleepovers that Wempe held. 

Patrick C. and his brother John C. testified that they remembered a priest named Father Rothe angrily approaching 
them one day as they left Wempe's room. 

Rothe had "a very admonishing look on his face," Patrick C. testified, and he gruffly dispatched the boys to wait by 
the door of the rectory while he talked to Wempe. After that, there was a new rule: Children were not allowed in the 
rectory. 

According to church files, Rothe wrote to the archdiocese's vicar of the clergy accusing Wempe of "boundary 
violations," which the church defined as "indiscreet conduct with young boys without any evidence of actual 
molestation." 

Shortly after those incidents, Patrick C. testified, Wempe told him that he was being sent on sabbatical. The priest 
was distressed. He broke down once while saying Mass. He also cried privately to Patrick C, complaining that this 
would hurt his career. He said he had hoped to become a monsignor. 

In 1 988, after six months at a treatment center in New Mexico, Wempe returned to Los Angeles County and was 
assigned to be a chaplain at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center — a decision Mahony now says was a mistake. 

Wempe remained there until 2002, when Mahony asked him to retire. That same year, as the clergy sex scandal 
erupted across the country, Wempe's victims began to come forward. 

The older brothers of the current accuser were among the first to tell their stories. In 2003, Wempe was charged 
with molesting children from 1977 to 1986. But the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that a California law allowing old 
prosecutions was invalid. Wempe went free, with his attorney proclaiming the retired priest's innocence. 

Late last year, however, Wempe admitted, through his lawyer, that he had molested the 13 boys during the 1970s 
and '80s. The admission came as part of an attempt to limit damaging testimony in the current trial about old abuse 
cases. 

Shortly after the Supreme Court ruling that set Wempe free, Jayson B, said he had been molested in the 1990s, 
recently enough to allow prosecution. . 

Wempe, who has not testified, sits quietly in court next to his lawyer each day. His sister and her husband sit 
directly behind him; his sister takes notes on a purple notepad. 

They are among the few courtroom observers. Wempe's victims, for the most part, did not bring anyone with them 
for support as they testified about things they said were so painful they'd never even told their wives. Instead, 
waiting to testify, they sat together in the cool, dim hallway outside the courtroom, talking about Kobe Bryant or 
paging through paperbacks. Los Angeles Times 
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During breaks, Wempe at times walked by their little cluster on his way to the bathroom. The victims averted their 
eyes. 
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February 9, 2006 - A prosecutor urged jurors Thursday to convict a priest of sexual molestation charges, 
depicting him as an unrepentant sinner whose crimes wrecked the lives of those he abused. 

With retired Catholic priest Michael Wempe watching impassively from across the courtroom, Deputy 
District Attorney Todd Hicks spoke of crimes against many men, who have accused the defendant of 
molesting them. 

"In this case you can see what he has done to wreck lives," Hicks said. "You have seen the alcoholism, 
drug abuse, failed relationships, confusion. You have seen questions and you have seen secrets." 
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He said that many of the men who were molested as boys didn't come forward until news of a church 
scandal in Boston triggered their memories. 

In his closing arguments, Hicks told jurors, "It's time for the defendant to pay for his sins." 

After three weeks of accusations from a parade of eight past molestation victims, jurors are being asked 
to decide whether one additional man, Jayson B., is telling the truth when he says he was abused by 
Wempe. 

The eight who testified and five others whom Wempe's lawyers admit were abused decades ago are not 
the issue in this first trial of a priest whose past misconduct could not be prosecuted because of legal 
time limits. 

Jayson alone now 26, has brought Wempe to court and his is the only case that could send the former 
Driest to iail Wempe's defense lawyer spent the last day of testimony Wednesday casting doubt on 
Jayson's veracity, suggesting he made up his story of abuse to avenge his two brothers who were abused 
by Wempe years earlier. 

Throughout the trial, the prosecution^ortrayed the 66-year-old Wempe as a pedophile who habitually 
preyed on young boys and the defense claiming he was cured during a church ordered treatment m 1987 
and never molested again. 



The case is expected to go to the jury Friday. 
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Jayson B. claims he was sexually abused by Wempe between 1990 and 1995 at Wempe's office at 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center and in two cars. 

As a young boy, he said, he would sit on Wempe's lap in front of the computer while the priest typed 
with one hand and fondled him with the other. He testified that he played games on Wempe's office 
computer and remembered the priest using a Windows program. 

On Wednesday, a technology expert who worked at the hospital testified that Wempe's computer had 
not been equipped for video games nor could it run a Windows program. 

Jurors also heard from Ed Torres, a district attorney's senior investigator whose written report on an 
interview with Jayson last March conflicted with much of what the accuser said on the witness stand. 

Torres admitted to errors in his report. He wrote that Jayson claimed to have been molested in the 1 970s 
and '80s. He said he knows now thaf EDACTED wasn't born until 1 979. 

"I must have made a mistake," the witness said. 

Wempe, 66, denies molesting Jayson but has acknowledged Jayson's two older brothers were among 13 
boys he 'abused in the 1970s and 1980s. The former priest cannot be prosecuted for those crimes because 
the statute of limitations has expired. 

Copyright 2006 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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Lawyers Wrap Up Arguments in Priest Abuse Case 

■ The defense says Michael Wempe's accuser fabricated his story to avenge his brothers. 
By Jessica Garrison and Jean Guccione, Times Staff Writers 

After three weeks of testimony, jurors must decide whether retired priest Michael Edwin Wempe continued to moles 
even after the church sent him for treatment or if he is the victim of a family plot to avenge monstrous crimes 
committed long ago. 

"It is time for the defendant to pay for his sins," Los Angeles County Deputy Dist. Atty, Todd Hicks told jurors in his 
closing arguments. "It's time. He is guilty." 



The defense concedes that Wempe was "an animal 
predator," but says he is innocent of abusing a boy in the 
1990s at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, where Wempe was i 
chaplain. 

Defense attorney Leonard Levine contends that Wempe's 
accuser, Jayson B., conspired with his family to make up the 
allegations after learning that the priest could not be 
prosecuted for the decades-old abuse of his two older 
brothers. 

"What Michael Wempe did in the 70s and '80s were horrible 
acts, and we all have a right to hate him for that," Levine 
said, as Wempe sat at the defendant's table. But Levine 
added that it is simply unbelievable that the priest molested 
the younger brother of Lee and Mark B. after he returned 
from treatment. 

"Just consider the facts and the law, and if you do that, I'm 
T**""*" '~'"~ m ~" sure you'll come to the right verdict,. and that verdict can onlj 

be not guilty." 

Wempe's trial has far-reaching implications, not just for the disgraced former cleric who faces up to 16 years in 
prison if convicted, but also for the Los Angeles Archdiocese, The jury, including three Catholics, begins deiiberatin 
today in the downtown Los Angeles courtroom of Superior Court Judge Curtis Rappe. 

Wempe is among at least three Roman Catholic priests accused of continuing to molest children after Cardinal 
Roger M. Mahony sent them for treatment for pedophilia and then returned them to active ministry. 

The Wempe case could make it more difficult for the archdiocese to defend itself against more than 560 civil claims 
alleging it failed to protect children from predator priests. . 

In Wempe's criminal trial, however, there has been no question that he has abused children. After years of denial, 
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Wempe admitted through his lawyer last year to molesting 13 boys in the 1970s and '80s. He cannot be prosecutec 
for those acts because the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 2003 that they happened too long ago. 

Weeks after that ruling, the younger brother of two of Wempe's victims came forward to say that he, too, had been 
molested — and recently enough for prosecution to go forward. 

The prosecution argued that in molesting the boy known as Jayson B. five times from 1991 to 1995, Wempe was" 
basically following a "recipe" of abuse that he had followed throughout his years as a parish priest. 

"The defendant used the same playbook with Jayson," Hicks said during his closing argument. 

But Wempe did not take Jayson camping, fishing, shooting, golfing and skiing or invite him to sleep in the rectory a! 
he did with his earlier victims. "He can't have a conga line of kids going into ... the rectory," Hicks said. 

In fact, Wempe's transfer from a church parish to a hospital forced the priest to change his methods, the prosecutor 
argued. "There are no altar boys at the hospital," Hicks said, calling it reckless for the priest, after getting help for hi 
problems, to seek out families with boys that he had befriended in earlier assignments. 

He compared such actions to a recovering alcoholic returning to his neighborhood bar to get drunk. 

Still, Hicks argued, Jayson knew things about Wempe, his office, his cars and his style of touching that he only 
could have known "because he lived it." 

The prosecutor said that if Jayson did conspire with his family to wrongfully accuse Wempe, as the defense 
contends, they didn't do a very good job of it. The abuse alleged by the men, for example, differs. Jayson testified 
that Wempe orally copulated him twice in the priest's car. Both of his brothers say they were only fondled. 

'The defendant's crimes are terrible," Hicks said, as Wempe sat, expressionless. "His sins are terrible. He has 
wrecked people's lives." 

Wempe's lawyer conceded that the jury had every right to hate his client. But that does not mean he is guilty, he 
said. 

It made no sense for Wempe, knowing he was under suspicion because of past allegations, to take Jayson to his 
office, Levine argued. And, he added, it made no sense to drive Jayson an hour and a half from Thousand Oaks to 
Beverly Hills "to molest him for five minutes." 

Several other aspects of Jayson's story were similarly unbelievable, Levine argued. One of them is that just one 
person, Jayson, had accused Wempe of molestation after Mahony sent him to residential therapy. 

"My God, not even a false claim was made after 1987," Levine said, noting the financial incentive to file negligence 
claims against the Catholic Church. 

And all of Wempe's contacts with Jayson B. were initiated by his mother, not the priest, who if still a dangerous 
predator might be more aggressive, Levine said. 

The defense lawyer pointed out other potential problems with Jayson's testimony. 

Levine said that Jayson recalled being molested in a blue-purple Ford Thunderbird that Wempe did not own until 
after the alleged abuse had ended. He suggested that it was next to impossible for Wempe to have molested him ir 
the adjacent parking structure of Cedars-Sinai, as Jayson claimed, because there were so many people around. 

He also sought to show that Jayson's testimony changed between the preliminary hearing and the trial a sign, 
Levine said that he was making things up. He recalled greater details of his alleged abuse, including that the priest 
fondled him with his left hand while they worked on a computer in Wempe's hospital office. 
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LINDA DEUTSCH 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES - A judge urged deadlocked jurors Tuesday to try to find "common ground' 
that might help them resolve child molestation charges against a retired Roman Catholic 
priest. 

The six men and six women, who have been deliberating for a week, sent word Friday they 
had reached a verdict on one of five counts against Michael Wempe but were unable to 
agree on anything else. The lone verdict was sealed. 

After a long weekend, they returned Tuesday and gave the judge three pages of questions 
which, if answered, might resolve their differences. But the questions, which were not 
publicly revealed, asked for explanations of matters outside the court record, the judge said. 

Superior Court Judge Curtis Rappe told jurors their questions could not be answered 
because they were seeking additional evidence. 

He had offered earlier to allow attorneys to present additional arguments if that would help, 
but he abandoned that plan after seeing the questions. 

"Is there anybody who thinks that further deliberations would help?" he asked the panel. 

"I do," said one woman. "We're kind of close on some counts." 

She was quickly joined by three others who raised their hands and urged further i 
deliberations. But two more members of the panel then said they doubted any progress 
could be made. 

"People seem ready to leave and are set on certain views," said one woman. "We talked 
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this morning and they said they'd made up their minds." 

• After conferring with lawyers, the judge said he wanted them to try again. 

j "Maybe you need to sit down and see if there is common ground and if you can make any 
I progress," he said. 



If verdicts are reached, they would not be announced until Wednesday, the judge said, 
because he will be unavailable. 

Wempe, 66, is charged with five counts of molestation involving a now grown man known as 
Jayson B. between 1990 and 1995. The retired priest has admitted molesting 13 boys in the 
1970s and '80s but those charges were dismissed after the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the 
statute of limitations on the crimes. 

The defense alleges the accuser fabricated the later claims to get even with Wempe for 
molesting his two brothers whose charges were dismissed. 

Jayson and his brother, Lee, were in court Tuesday in anticipation of a verdict. Wempe and 
his family also were present. 
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Wempe Is Convicted on 1 Count 

A mistrial on four other charges against the pedophile priest is declared when the jury 
can't reach verdicts. He could face a new trial, 

By Jessica Garrison and Jean Guccione, Times Staff Writers 
February 23 2006 

The pedophile priest whom Cardinal Roger M. Mahony said he regretted returning to the 
ministry was found guilty Wednesday of one count of molesting a boy, marking the first 
significant criminal conviction of a Los Angeles cleric since the church's sexual abuse 
scandal erupted four years ago. 

Michael Edwin Wempe, forced into retirement from the Los Angeles Archdiocese, hung 
his head as the guilty verdict was read. Superior Court Judge Curtis Rappe ordered the 
Catholic cleric into custody. 



ADVERTISEMENT 



Wempe, 66, has admitted sexually abusing 13 boys during his 36-year 
career in the archdiocese — but denied that he abused the boy whose 
allegations landed him in court. 



The case garnered close attention because it came as attorneys for the archdiocese were 
in settlement talks with more than 560 people suing the church for failing to protect them 
from abuse by priests. Such a settlement would almost surely be record-breaking, likely to 
reach hundreds of millions of dollars. 

It also marked the first time victims of a serial abuser have come into open court to testify. 
Prosecutors had filed cases against nearly a dozen Los Angeles clerics in 2003, but the 
cases were dismissed when the U.S. Supreme Court struck down a state law that lifted 
the statute of limitations for child abuse prosecutions. 

The Wempe trial focused renewed attention on Mahony's handling of molesting priests. 
The cardinal has admitted that he erred when he allowed Wempe to return to the ministry 
after sending him for treatment for pedophilia in 1987. 

The verdict "sends a message to the archdiocese regarding this defendant," Deputy Dist. 
Atty. Todd Hicks said. Wempe wouldn't have had an opportunity to commit the crime if his 
predatory background had been revealed earlier, Hicks said. 

< 

Richard Farnell, who represents six of the 1 3 men Wempe has admitted abusing plus the 
current accuser, said the guilty verdict was "an incredible validation of their feelings about 
Wempe, and further than that about Mahony." 

"This is less an indictment of Wempe than of Mahony," he said. "He obviously did not do 
the right thing. He covered up for his own selfish benefit... . He knew Wempe was a 
pedophile and instead of doing the right thing, which called for law enforcement to be 
contacted, Mahony put him out there and failed to warn parishioners." 

The jury found Wempe guilty on one count of child molestation but deadlocked on four 
others. 

Both sides claimed partial victory in a case that could send the retiree to prison for a 
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maximum of three years. He has 
served a year while he awaited trial. 

Wempe's lawyer, Leonard Levine, 
has said the victim, now 26 and 
known in court as Jayson B., made 
up the allegations to avenge his 
brothers, who Wempe has admitting 
abusing. Under the statute of 
limitations, the priest could not be 
prosecuted for the decades-old 
crimes. 

Levine said his client was subjected 
to "a personal vendetta" by the 
accuser. "That's a natural emotion," 
Levine said. "But that's not the rule 
of law." 

Levine said his client, who has 
diabetes and a heart condition, was 
"disappointed" by the guilty verdict 
but grateful to jurors for looking at 
each count and failing to convict on 
four of them. 

Wempe did not testify in his own 
defense during the five-week trial 
that had men weeping on the stand 
as they told how the charming, 
motorcycle-riding priest had abused 
them, and forever warped their 
ability to trust and be intimate. 

In 1987, Mahony sent Wempe for 
psychiatric treatment after Wempe's 
supervisor accused him of 
"indiscreet conduct with young 
boys," but then restored him to the 
ministry — a decision that he has 
said publicly he now regrets. 

After six months at a treatment 
center in New Mexico — therapy • 
that Wempe maintained cured him 
— Mahony assigned him to the 
chaplaincy at Cedars-Sinai Medical 
Center. He remained there until he 
retired in 2002, when the clergy sex 
scandal erupted and Wempe's 
victims began to come forward. 

A year later, in June 2003, he was 
charged with 42 counts of child 
sexual molestation, but the case 
was dismissed after the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled that 
California's law extending the statute of limitations was unconstitutional. 

Weeks after that decision, Wempe's current accuser — whose two older brothers had just 
lost their day in court against Wempe — came forward and claimed he had been abused 
in the 1990s, within the statute of limitations. 
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Wempe is one of at least three priests accused — and the first convicted — of abusing 
children after they were sent to therapy and returned to active ministry. 

Wempe's trial also has served as a curtain raiser for the lawsuits, some of which could go 
before juries this year. After the verdict, both sides in those cases sought to frame the 
outcome as favorable to their cause. 

The archdiocese released a statement that apologized for Wempe's behavior but said it 
now has procedures in place to prevent abuse. 

"Father Michael Wempe's conviction cannot restore the trust and innocence stolen from 
his victims, but hopefully this verdict may provide them some measure of justice and 
comfort. To those he abused, we again apologize, and we assure them of our support and 
of our firm resolve to continue to employ effective means of preventing all forms of abuse 
in our church," the statement said. 

The jury took four days to decide Wempe's fate. Late on Friday, they said they had a 
verdict on one count — the charge that Wempe orally copulated his accuser in his car 
sometime between 1993 and 1995 — but were deadlocked on four others. 

The judge sent them back for more deliberations, but they were still unable to reach a 
consensus. They came close to acquitting Wempe on one count, voting 11 to 1 that he 
was not guilty of one lewd-conduct charge. On two other charges, they voted 7 to 5 that 
he was guilty. On the fifth count, some thought guilty, some thought innocent, and some 
could not make up their minds. 

The judge declared a mistrial on those charges. Prosecutors said they would decide by 
the March 10 sentencing hearing whether to retry Wempe on those counts. 

All of the jurors declined to comment on how they reached their verdict. They left through 
a rear door to avoid reporters. 

The victim and a brother who accompanied him to court Wednesday also declined to 
comment. Both men, wearing dark jackets and sitting in the front row, remained 
expressionless as the verdict was read. Later, Hicks described the victim as "elated" at 
the conviction. 

•The support group Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests issued a statement 
calling on Wempe to "search his conscience and disclose to the police, prosecutors and 
the public what he knows about Cardinal Roger Mahony and church officials' cover-ups of 
sex crimes in the church." 

Los Angeles Times 

News Article 
February 23, 2006 

(continued) 
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Breaking News I 

Posted on Fri, May. 05, 2006 53 email this ft print this H reprint or license this 

Retired LA Roman Catholic priest 
receives 3-year prison sentence 

ROBERT JABLON 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES - Retired Roman Catholic priest Michael Wempe was sentenced to three 
years in state prison Friday on one count of child molestation in a case that began with 
his admission that he had sexually abused many other boys decades ago. 

Superior Court Judge Curtis B. Rappe sentenced the 66-year-old priest to the maximum 
term allowed by law, but that was reduced to just 479 days after deductions for the time 
he already served behind bars and credits for prison work and good behavior. 

The defense estimated Wempe could be paroled in half that time. 

He also was fined $600 and must register as a sex offender. 

Wempe said nothing at the hearing, and defense attorney Leonard Levine said his client 
would not make statements of remorse because they would sound "hollow" and because 
of a pending lawsuit against Wempe. 

"There are no winners in this case," Levine said. "There are just people trying to put their 
lives back here and move on." 

The defense agreed not to appeal the sentence or seek a new trial under a deal with 
prosecutors, who said they wouldn't refile four other charges over which a jury had 
deadlocked. 

Outside court, the victim's older brother, known only as Lee B., said he was disappointed 
by the sentence and argued that Wempe remains a danger to children. 

After his release "he'll go right back to work," Lee said. "He has the ability, with the 
Internet and the dangers that lurk on there, to accumulate more victims." 
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The trial played out over four weeks against the backdrop of an ongoing scandal in the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Los Angeles - the nation's largest - which is facing 
numerous lawsuits over allegations that it failed to protect children from molesting priests. 

In his statement, Lee B. accused the Catholic Church and Cardinal Roger Mahony of 
concealing abuse by priests, putting them into "pedophile recycling camps" for therapy 
and of using stall tactics in prosecutions of priests. 

Spokesman Tod Tamberg said the archdiocese has "repeatedly apologized and 
explained its actions as to how the (Wempe) case was mishandled overthe years" but 
there now are "effective policies" for dealing with priestly abuse. 

"We hope that Wempe's conviction and sentencing brings some measure of healing and 
consolation to the young people that he abused," Tamberg said. 

: A U.S. Supreme Court ruling upholding a statute of limitations on old claims resulted in 
; dismissal of 42 molestation counts against Wempe involving 1 3 other boys in the 1 970s 

and '80s. His lawyers acknowledged his guilt on those charges but said he went into 
1 church-ordered treatment 20 years ago and returned a changed man, never molesting 
j after that. 

I REDACTED 

• The case on which the priest was tried involved only one victim, referred to as 
: who claimed he was 1 1 when the abuse started in the 1990s, during a time that Wempe 
was a chaplain at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center. 

Wempe's lawyers suggested that Jayson fabricated his claims in retribution for the abuse 
of his two older brothers whose cases were thrown out. 

"We felt the evidence showed they did not occur," Levine said outside court of the alleged 
incidents. 

But it was the earlier crimes that took up the bulk of the trial as grown men came to 
recount tearfully the abuse they said damaged them for life. 

Wempe, seated across the courtroom, cried with them. 

However, he showed no emotion during the sentencing hearing when Jayson's mother 
and brother read statements condemning Wempe as someone who abused their family's 
trust and destroyed their faith and sense of security. 

"You have given so much grief and misery to us," the mother, identified in court only as 
REDACTED told wempe. 

Prosecutor Todd Hicks also read an April 10 statement from Jayson B. saying that 
because of Wempe's abuse he is still unable to find "any comfort or happiness in my life." 

Wempe did not look at the speakers. 

Hicks also read a statement from the eldest brother, Mark B., saying he felt responsible 
for his siblings' abuse because he said nothing about his own. 

"Some days I have difficulty looking at myself in the mirror," he said. 
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All three brothers said they still suffer from nightmares, panic attacks or chest pains, and 
an inability to trust. 



Two other victims also submitted statements into the record. One said of Wempe: "I can 
only hope that every night you are tortured in your dreams by your actions, as I have 
been every day." 
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Former Priest Sentenced To Three Years ] 
Prison 



KNBC-TV 

6:54 p.m. PDT May 5, 2006 

LOS ANGELES - A former Catholic priest was 
sentenced Friday to three years in prison for 
molesting a boy in the 1990s, Jan. 23 
Images: Opening Statements | Video 

Michael Edwin Wempe will also have to 
register as a sex offender. 

The sentence ordered by Los Angeles Superior 
Court Judge Curtis Rappe was the maximum. 

But with credit for good behavior and time 
served in jail, the ex-priest will have 616 days 
taken off his sentence. 

In exchange for prosecutors agreeing not to 
retry him on four other counts on which a jury 
could not reach a verdict,. Wempe agreed not 
to seek a new trial or appeal his conviction, 
according to Deputy District Attorney Todd 
Hicks. 

The 66-year-old Wempe has been jailed since 
being convicted Feb. 22 of one count of. 
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having oral sex with a boy in the defendant's c • 
during a driving lesson sometime between 1993 
and 1995. 

Wempe was initially charged in June 2003 with 
sexually molesting five boys in the 1970s and 
1980s, but those counts were dropped after the 
U.S. Supreme Court invalidated a California law 
that had extended the statute of limitations on 
sex crimes. 

Wempe was then charged in September 2003 
with the crimes from the 1990s. 

Wempe's attorney, Leonard Levine, told jurors 
during the trial that his client denied molesting 
the boy in the 1990s but admitted that Wempe 
had molested the youth's two older brothers in 
the 1970s and 1980s. 

Levine contended that Wempe overcame his 
attraction to young boys after being counseled at 
a retreat for priests in New Mexico In 1987, and 
he alleged that the young man the ex-priest was 
accused of molesting came forward to avenge his 
two brothers. 

The man, now in his 20s, testified he was 
repeatedly molested by Wempe in the early 
1990s, beginning when he was 11 and ending 
when he was 15. At the time, Wempe was 
assigned to Cedars-Sinai Medical Center as a 
hospital chaplain. 

In a statement released shortly after the verdict, 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles apologized to 
Wempe's victims. 

"Father Michael Wempe's conviction cannot 
restore the trust and innocence stolen from his 
victims, but hopefully this verdict may provide 
them some measure of justice and comfort." 
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Priest Gets 3 Years in Molestation 

Michael Wempe's case, the first major trial in the LA. Archdiocese's sex abuse scandal, 
ends as settlement talks with hundreds continue. 

By Jessica Garrison and Jonathan Abrams, Times Staff Writers 
May 6, 2006 

A pedophile priest whom Cardinal Roger M. Mahony returned to the ministry after learning 
of his interest in children was sentenced to three years in prison Friday, bringing to a close 
Los Angeles' first high-profile trial since the church's abuse scandal exploded four years 
ago. 

Father Michael Edwin Wempe, 66, was led into court in handcuffs and sat expressionless 
in his brown county jail jumpsuit as Judge Curtis B. Rappe told him he would have to 
register as a sex offender for life because of his conviction for molesting a 16-year-old 
boy. 

The retired priest agreed not to 
appeal or seek a new trial. In 
exchange, the district attorney's 
office will not retry him on four other 
counts of molestation that his jury 
was unable to decide. 
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He was given the maximum 
sentence, but has already served 
about 600 days and so will be in 
prison for only about a year more — 
a sentence that some of his victims 
said was far too short. 



Wempe has admitted to sexually 
abusing 13 boys during his 36-year 
career in the Los Angeles 
Archdiocese, but he could be tried 
only for molesting a single boy 
because the other crimes were too 
old. In the current case, he had denied abusing the younger brother of two men he had 
acknowledged molesting as youths. 

"At long last, you will be introduced to some measure of justice," the older brother of the 
victim in this case told Wempe during the sentencing hearing. He and other victims who 
testified also had harsh words for the archdiocese and Mahony. 

"If the archdiocese had done the right thing ... I would have been spared years of 
despondency," he added. "Because of this, they bear as much responsibility for your 
crimes as you do." 

Wempe's hair and beard were scruffy and he appeared much thinner than during his 
February trial. In the probation report submitted during sentencing, officials noted that the 
retired priest is a diabetic who had open heart surgery in 1999 and takes daily medication. 
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The report also said Wempe has been taking Prozac for three years "to calm his nerves." 

Wempe did not testify at his trial, but in his probation report, officers wrote that he had said 
"this case has not only hurt him, but it has hurt the priesthood." 

"He related that he does not want to hurt the priesthood and he does not want to hurt the 
church," the report said. 

The trial focused renewed attention on the cardinal's handling of molesting priests. 
Mahony sent Wempe to therapy in 1987 after doubts arose about his questionable 
behavior, but allowed him to remain a priest until 2002 without warning parishioners. The 
therapy came more than 20 years after Wempe was ordained and more than 1 5 years 
after his first admitted victims entered his life. 

Archdiocese spokesman Tod Tamberg said Friday the church hoped "that this conviction 
and sentencing brings some measure of healing to his victims". 

He added that the "archdiocese has expressed remorse and asked for forgiveness for 
mistakes it made in dealing with Father Wempe." 

Wempe's trial comes as attorneys for the archdiocese are in settlement talks with more 
than 560 people suing the church for failing to protect them from abuse by priests. 

Such a settlement probably would reach into the hundreds of millions of dollars and break 
records. 

The case also marked the first time that victims of a serial abuser came into open court to 
testify. Prosecutors had filed cases against nearly a dozen Los Angeles priests in 2003, 
but they were dismissed when the U.S. Supreme Court struck down a state law that had 
lifted the statute of limitations for child abuse prosecutions. 

On Friday, Wempe's attorney, Leonard Levine, said the retired priest would make no 
statement of remorse or address the court in any way because of civil litigation pending 
against him. 

Outside the courtroom, Levine again denied that the priest had committed the crime for 
which he was convicted. 

"Since 1986, we believe Michael has not molested any individuals. There have been no 
allegations except for the one person who came forward. We believe the evidence was 
and is there to dispute that allegation, but we accept the jury's verdict and the sentence 
and will move on." 
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But Wempe's victims said the sentence was far too lenient given the pain he has caused. 

"I am here today to tell you how one man — Michael Wempe — has damaged ... our 
family as a whole," testified the mother of two of Wempe's victims. She recalled how he 
entered their lives the year her husband died and then took advantage of her sons. 

Turning to Wempe, she said: "You have given so much grief and misery to us, and we are 
only one family." 

Wempe sat expressionless and did not make eye contact with any of the speakers. But his 
sister, who faithfully sat through the trial, got up and left the courtroom at that point. 

Prosecutor Todd Hicks said he did not know where Wempe would serve his time. That 
determination will be made in the next few weeks by the state Department of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation. 1 

In Massachusetts, defrocked pedophile priest John Geoghan — despite being in 
protective custody — was murdered in prison by an inmate who said he had been abused 
as a child. 
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After serving his time, Wempe's probation report says, he plans to return to his 
condominium in Seal Beach where he cares for his aging mother. He still has a $1,500 
monthly pension from the church. 
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REDACTED 




Los Angeles 

California 

50010-2202 




CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICATION 



CASE: Michael Edwin Wempe 

Report of Alleged Graviora Delicto, 



By this instrument, I certify that the documentation herewith transmitted to 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith regarding the above- 
captioned case, beginning with the Table of Contents and ending with this 
Certificate, are either original writings or exact duplicates of documents on 
file in the archives of the Curia of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

Given at Los Angeles, California, this 24th day of May in the year of our 
Lord2006. 



Pastoras Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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REDACTED 
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3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3687 



Apostolic Nunciatuee 
United States of America 



No. 



1568 



March 12, 2007 



This No. Should Be Prefixed to the Answer 



REDACTED 



Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2202 

Dear REDACTED 

I acknowledge your kind letter of March 6, 2007, with enclosure. 

Rest assured that the sealed letter concerning the Reverend Michael Edwin 

Wempe {notification of dismissal from the clerical state), has been transmitted through 
the diplomatic pouch, to His Eminence William 1 Cardinal Levada, Prefect of the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

With cordial regards and prayerful best wishes, I am, 




Archbishop Pietro Sambi 
Apostolic Nuncio 
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REDACTED 



3424 

W.Ishire 

Boulevard 



Los Angelas 
California 
SOO i 0-2202 




Re: Prot. No. 659/2004-23647 
Michael Edwin Wempe 

Notification of ex officio Dismissal from the Clerical State 



6 March 2007 

Cardinal William Joseph Levada 

Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 

00120 Vatican City 

Your Eminence: 

I write in reply to your above-referenced letter, dated 12 My 2006, by which you 
informed His Eminence Cardinal Roger Mahony that His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI has 
decreed the dismissal ex officio et in poenam of Michael Edwin Wempe from the clerical 
state. 

Wempe was duly notified of the Holy Father's decision, and on 17 February 2007 
he was officially presented with the decree of dismissal for Mm to sign, together with an 
English-language translation of the Latin document. Wempe refused to sign the document, 
stating that he would never place his signature on it since he did not request it and since he 
does not agree with it. He does, however, understand that, as stated in no. 7 of the decree 
itself even without his signature, the Holy Father's decision remains in force and all the 
effects of the dismissal remain intact. . 

Despite his refusal to sign the decree, Wempe did retain a photocopy of the 
document, together with the aforementioned English translation. 

I herewith return to the Congregation, although unsigned by the dismissed priest as 
explained above, a copy of the decree duly signed by the Episcopal Vicar for the Clergy, 
Monsignor Gabriel Gonzalez, who made the official presentation of the document to 
Wempe on the date shown above his signature. 

Thanking Your Eminence for your kind assistance in this difficult matter, and 
assuring you of my prayerful best wishes, I remain 



Sincerely yours in Christ, 
REDACTED 



(enclosure) 
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RE: 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Dismissal of Michael Wempe from the Clerical State 
Annotation of Baptismal Record 



6 March 20G7 

REDACTED 

Saint Patrick's Church 
P.O. Box 383 
Estherville, IA 51334 

REDACTED 

™ K MC S T Edwi ? W f mp6 ' b ° m ° n 1 Nove mber 1939, was baptized at St Patrick's 
Church on 26 November 1939; a copy of his certificate ofbaprism in our tS^Sta 
his name as ^dwm Michael Wempe." On 30 April 1966 he was onffl^S^ 
Order of Pnesthood for service to the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in Cd^rnL 

ttw. ,i On , 30 /r e 2 4°^ HiS H ° lineSS Pope Benedict XVI dismissed Father Wempe from 
the clerical state and dispensed him from all obligations connected to Holy Orders ^ 
would now ask you kindly to make a notation of this dismissal and SspenStion on 
Wempe's baptismal record. The notation may read in these or similar wordsT 

Dismissed by Pope Benedict XVI from the clerical state 
and dispensed from all obligations of Holy Orders, 
effective 30 June 2006. 

I would also ask you kindly to notify me when the above notation has been made. 

Thanking you for your assistance in this matter, and with every good wish, I am 




Sincerelv vours in niiriet 
REDACTED 



REDACTED 
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L05 Angeles 
Californii 
9O01 0-2202 



6 March 2007 



The Most Reverend Pietro Sambi 
Apostolic Nuncio to the United States of America 
3339 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008 



RE: Michael Edwin Wempe 

Notification of Dismissal from the Clerical State 



Your Excellency, 

Enclosed is a letter addressed to Cardinal William Joseph Levada, Prefect of the Congre- 
gation for the Doctrine of the Faith. The letter advises the Congregation that the Reverend 
Michael Edwin Wempe, dismissed ex officio et in poenam from the clerical state by His Holiness 
Pope Benedict XVI, has been duly notified of the Holy Father's decision. With the letter a 
notarized copy of the decree of dismissal is also being returned to the Congregation. 

I respectfully ask you to forward this correspondence to the Congregation. 

With gratitude for your kind assistance in this matter, and assuring you of my prayerful 
best wishes, I remain 



Sincerely yours in Christ. 
REDACTED 



(enclosure) 



409547 




Sar. Gabnei . Sen Pefiro Santa Barbara 



CCI 006141 



RCALA011677 



FILE COPY 



"REDACTED 



2A-l~ Los Angeles 

... „ . , . VVJSsi'Jrw California 

Archdiocese of los Ang«!es Bc.ul«v,rd 90010-2202 



CONFIDENTIAL 

RE: Dismissal of Michael Wempe from the Clerical State,. 
Annotation of Baptismal Record 

6 March 2007 

REDACTED 

Saint Patrick's Church 
R O. Box 383 
Estherville, IA 51334 

REDACTED 

Michael Edwin Wempe, born on 1 November 1939, was baptized at St. Patrick's 
Church on 26 November 1939; a copy of his certificate of baptism in our possession lists 
his name as "Edwin Michael Wempe." On 30 April 1966 he was ordained to the Sacred 
Order of Priesthood for service to the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in California. 

On 30 June 2006 His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI dismissed Father Wempe from 
the clerical state and dispensed him from all obligations connected to Holy Orders. I 
would now ask you kindly to make a notation of this dismissal and dispensation on 
Wempe 's baptismal record. The notation may read in these or similar words: 

Dismissed by Pope Benedict XVI from the clerical state 
and dispensed from all obligations of Holy Orders, 
effective 30 June 2006. 

I would also ask you kindly to notify me when the above notation has been made. 

Thanking you for your assistance in this matter, and with every good wish, I am 



Sincerelv vours in Christ 
REDACTED 
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CONGREGATIO PRO DOCTRINA FlDEI 

(Dimissio e statu clericali ac dispensatio ab oneribus) 



Prot. N. 659/2004 



Angelorum in California 
(Los Angeles, U.S.A.) 



D.nus Michael Edwin WEMPE 



Die 30 m, Iunii a. 2006 



Summus Pontifex Benedictus, Papa XVI 



audita relatione Em.mi et Rev.mi Praefecti huius Congregationis circa gravem agendi 
rationem supradicti presbyteri facultatibus ministerialibus pollentis in archidioecesi 
Angelorum in California (v.d. Los Angeles, U.S.A.), praemissis praemittendis, suprema 
atque inappellabili decisione nullique recursui obnoxia, 



Eidem presbytero etiam dispensationem concedit ab omnibus oneribus sacrae 
Ordinationi conexis iuxta sequentes rationes. 

1. Dimissio ac dispensatio vim habent ab ipso momenta decisionis Romani Pontificis. 

2. Dimissionis ac dispensationis Decretum presbytero a competenti Ordinario loci 
notificetur, cui numquam fas est duo ilia elementa seiungere. Idemque insuper secumfert 
absolutionem a censuris, quatenus opus sit. 

3. Notitia dimissionis ac dispensationis adnotetur in Libris baptizatorum paroeciae 
praedicti presbyteri. 

4. Quod attinet si casus ferat, ad celebrationem canonici matrimonii, applicandae 
sunt normae quae in Codice Iuris Canonici statuuntur. Ordinarius vero curet ut res caute 
peragantur sine exteriore apparatu. 

5. Auctoritas ecclesiastica, cui spectai: Decretum praefato sacerdoti notificare, hunc 
enixe hortetur, ut vitam Populi Dei, ratione congruendi cum nova eius vivendi condicione, 
participet, aedificationem praestet et ita probum Ecclesiae fllium se exhibeat. Simul autem 
eidem notum faciat ea quae sequuntur: 



decrevit 



poenam dimissionis dicto presbytero irrogandam esse. 
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a) presbyter dimissus eo ipso amittit iura statui clericali propria, dignitates et officio 
ecclesiastica; ceteris obligationibus cum statu clericali conexis non amplius 
adstringitur; 

b) exclusus manet ab exercitio sacri ministerii, Us exceptis de quibus in can. 976 et 
986 § 2 CJC ac propterea nequit homiliam habere, nec potest officium gerere 
directivum in ambitu pastorali neve munere administratoris par oecialis fungi; 

c) item nullum munus absolvere potest in Seminariis et in Institutis aequiparatis. In 
aliis Institutis studiorum gradus superioris, quae quocumque modo dependent ab 
Auctoritate ecclesiastica, munere directivo vel officio docendi fungi, nequit; 

d) in aliis vero Institutis studiorum gradus superioris ab Auctoritate ecclesiastica non 
dependentibus nullum theologicam disciplinam tradere potest; 

e) in Institutis autem studiorum gradus inferioris dependentibus ab Auctoritate 
ecclesiastica, munere directivo vel officio docendi fungi nequit. Eadem lege tenetur 
presbyter dimissus ac dispensatus in tradenda Religione in Institutis eiusdem generis 
non dependentibus ab Auctoritate ecclesiastica. 

6. Ordinarius curet, quantum fieri potest, ne nova condicio presbyteri dimissi 
fidelibus scandalum praebeat. Attamen, si adest periculum minoribus abutendi, Ordinarius 
potest factum dimissionis necnon causam canonicam divulgate. 

7. Notificatio dimissionis et dispensationis fieri potest vel personaliter per notarium 
aut ecclesiasticum actuarium vel per «epistulas perscriptas» (registered). Sacerdos dimissus 
unum exemplar restituere debet rite subsignatum ad fidem receptionis et acceptionis eiusdem 
dimissionis ac dispensationis ac simul etiam praeceptorum, quod si non faciat integer manet 
effectus huius Decreti. 

8. Tempore autem opportuno, Ordinarius competens breviter ad Congregationem de 
peracta notificatione referat, et si qua tandem fidelium admiratio adsit, prudenti explicatione 
provideat. 

Contrariis quibuscumque minime obstantibus. 

Ex Aedibus Congregationis, die 30 m. Iunii a. 2006 




Gulielmus Card. Levada 
Praefectus 




* Angelus Amato, S.D.B. 
Archiep. titularis Silensis 
a Secretis 




Subsignatio Presbyteri in signum 
acceptionis 



Subsignatio Ordinarii 
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CONGREGATTO 
PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI 



00120 Ciita del Vaticano, 
Palazzo' del S. Uffizio 



12 July 2006 



Pkot. n. 659Z20.04..-23647 




CONFIDENTIAL 



Your Eminence, 

The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith received your correspondence 
regarding the case of the Rev. Michael Edwin WEMPE, a priest incardinated in the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles, who has been accused of numerous instances of sexual abuse 
of minors. 

This Dicastery, after a careful and attentive study of the facts presented, and in light of 
the faculty granted to this Congregation by the Supreme Pontiff to dispense from Article 17 
of the motuproprio Sacramentorum sanctitatu tutelct requiring a penal judicial process, decided, on 
23 June 2006, to support your request that the above mentioned priest be dismissed from the 
clerical state ex officio etin poenam. 

In an audience granted on 30 June 2006, the Holy Father decreed that the Rev. Michael 
E. Wempe is dismissed ex officio etin poenam from the clerical state, and is, moreover, released 
from all obligations of the Sacred Priesthood, including that of celibacy. Any censures, under 
which he may be labouring, are remitted by this decree. 

You are kindly asked to inform Mr. Wempe of this grave decision according to 
paragraph 7 of the enclosed decree. A signed and notarized copy of the decree should be 
returned to this Dicastery at your earliest possible convenience. 

With fraternal regards and prayerful best wishes, I remain 



Enclosures 



Ffis Eminence 

Roger Card. MAHONY 

Archbishop of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2202 

•United States of America 



Yours fraternally in Christ, 




William Cardinal LEVADA 
Prefect 



RCALA 01 1681 




3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3687 



Apostolic Nunciature 
United States of America 



No. 



1568 



May 31, 2006 



This No, Should Be Prefixed to the Answer 



Dear REDACTED . 

Thank you for your kind letter of May 26, 2006, with enclosure. 

Rest assured that the sealed packet containing correspondence, including Cardinal 
Roger Mahony's votum with attachment regarding Reverend Michael E. Wempe, Prot. 
No. 25.835, will be duly forwarded through the diplomatic pouch to Cardinal William 
Joseph Levada, Prefect, Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

With cordial regards and prayerful best wishes, I am 



Sincerely vours in Christ. 
REDACTED 



REDACTED 



Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

3424 Wilshire Boulevard 

Los Angeles, California 90010-2202 
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Office of rhe 



3424 

Wlishlre 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 

California 

90010-2202 



Archdiocese of ios Angeles 



Vicar for Canonical Services 
Phone: (213) 637-7888 
fax: a i 3) (537-6888 



RE: 



Prot. No. 25.835 



Rev. Michael E. Wempe 
Accused of Graviora Delicta 



26 May 2006 



REDACTED 

3339 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008 



Your Excellency, 

Enclosed is a letter, with attachment, from Cardinal Roger Michael Mahony, 
Archbishop of Los Angeles, addressed to Cardinal William Joseph Levada, Prefect of 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. The letter contains the Cardinal's votum 
in the case of the graviora delicta allegedly committed by the Reverend Michael E. 
Wempe and the attachment contains the Report of these alleged crimes to the 
Congregation. 

I would respectfully ask you to forward these items to the Congregation. 

With gratitude for your kind assistance in this matter, and assuring you of my 
prayerful best wishes, I remain 



Sincerely yours in Christ, 



REDACTED 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 

the Arcnfaishop 

U13) S37-7Z8S 




l.os Angeies 

California 

90010-2202 



VOTUMOF THE ORDINARY OF INCARDINATION, 

CARDINAL ROGER MICHAEL MAHONY, 
ARCHBISHOP OF LOS ANGELES IN CALIFORNIA 

Re: Prat. No. 659/2004 - 21302 

The Reverend Michael Edwin Wempe 



26 May 2006 



Cardinal William Joseph Levada 

Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 

00120 Vatican City 



Your Eminence: 

I am writing in reply to the Congregation's letter of 13 June last regarding the above- 
captioned case and am pleased to send the information requested. 

As noted in my letter of 17 November 2004, Father Wempe has been accused of numerous 
episodes of sexual abuse of minors under the age of sixteen, all of which would constitute crimes 
reserved to the Supreme Tribunal of the Congregation of the Doctrine for the Faith according to the 
norms set forth in the Motu Proprio Sacramentorum Sanctitatis Tutela. 

In 2003, the State of California had begun a criminal process against Wempe, citing 42 
counts of sexual abuse dating back to the 1970s and the 1980s; this case, however, was dismissed 
when the U.S. Supreme Court struck down a California State law that had sought to allow retroac- 
tive prosecution of cases otherwise barred from prosecution by the expiry of the statute of limita- 
tions. Nonetheless, a further accusation was then made by the younger brother of two of Wempe 's 
earlier alleged victims; this new complainant alleged that he had been sexually abused by Wempe 
on five occasions in the 1990s. These new- crimes were not barred from prosecution by the statute 
of limitations, and Father Wempe was consequently charged with four counts of lewd conduct and 
one count of sexual molestation against this minor boy. In the ensuing criminal trial, Wempe was 
found guilty on the charge of sexual molestation, but the jury was unable to reach a decision on the 
other four charges. The verdict on this one charge was handed down in February 2006, and 
Wempe was sentenced on 5 May 2006 to three years in prison. 

With the conclusion of Father Wempe's criminal trial and his sentencing, the canonical 
investigation into the various claims advanced against him has also been completed and I forward 
herewith to the Congregation the results of that investigation. As Your Eminence will see, Father 
Wempe's guilt of the many accusations made against him (with one exception: that of the newest 
allegation, which — ironically — is the one for which he was eventually brought to trial and found 
guilty) is fully borne out both in this report and by Father Wempe' s own admission. 
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Votum of Cardinal Roger M. Mdhony 
Regarding WEMPE, Prot. No. 659/2004 - 21302 

Page 2 of 2 



Following Father Wempe's trial and conviction, I had hoped that he would voluntarily pe- 
tition our Holy Father for laicization. However, after being approached in this regard, Wempe has 
declined to make such a petition. He stated that although he recognizes that his past misdeeds 
make his dismissal from the clerical state inevitable, he could not bring himself to be the one to 
make such a petition. In his own words: "My priesthood is too precious to me to sign it away my- 



Based therefore on the results of the canonical investigation, and on Father Wempe's re- 
fusal to seek laicization voluntarily, my votum in the matter is that Wempe be dismissed ex officio 
from the clerical state by His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI. Although the measures already taken 
with regard to Wempe — viz., his withdrawal from active ministry and the revocation of his 
priestly faculties — seem sufficient for his personal correction in the matter, the need to repair the 
scandal given and the obligation to restore justice cannot be sufficiently met without further action 
on the part of the Church. Indeed, given the egregious nature of the offenses committed, their great 
number, the ample publicity surrounding them and the immense harm done to both the Christian 
faithful and the community at large, I believe that anything short of an ex officio dismissal will not 
adequately resolve the issue nor bring it to a proper closure. 

In accordance, then, with the norms set forth in Sacramentorum Sanctitatis Tutela, I submit 
the case of the Reverend Michael Edwin Wempe to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
for your decision and with my votum as expressed above. 

Thanking you for your valued assistance in this difficult matter, I assure you of my prayers 
and best wishes. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 



self, 




Enclosure 



CONGREGATIO 
PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI 



00120 Citta del Vaticam, 
Palazzo del S. Uffizio 



13 June 2005 



659/2004-21302 

Prot. N 

(In respomhne fiat mentb hitim imtneri) 

CONFIDENTIAL 



Your Eminence, 

The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith received on 27 November 2004 the case 
regarding the alleged sexual abus- Reverend Michael Edwin WEMPE, a priest of 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. REDACTED submitted a summary of the case and indicated 
that you would forward the evidence under separate cover. 

We write at this time to request the complete Acta of the case. Though written summaries 
are helpful, actual documents are necessary in order for the Congregation to examine the case. 
Each element of the summary that you have already submitted should be supported by the relevant 
documentation either in the original form or in an authentic copy. 

In addition to the requested information, it would also be important to the Congregation to 
have your Votum in the matter as this is essential in our study of the case. 

With prayerful support and best wishes, I remain 



Yours sincerely in Christ, 




fiBAngelo AMATO, SDB 
Titular Archbishop of Sila 
Secretary 



His Eminence 

Roger Cardinal MAHONY 

Archbishop of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90010-2202 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 



RCALA011686 




3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3687 



Apostolic Nunciature 
United States op Ameeica 



25.835 



November 21, 2004 



No. 



This No. Should Be Prefixed to the Answer 

Dear Monsignor Cox: 

I acknowledge your kind letter of November 18, 2 004, 
with enclosures. 



Rest assured that the correspondence concerning 



Reverend Michael E. Wempe, including a check in amount $500.00 
for the taxa , will be duly forwarded through the diplomatic 
pouch to His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect, 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 



With cordial regards and best wishes, I remain 



Monsignor Craig A. Cox, J. CD. 
Vicar for Clergy 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2241 



Sincerely yours in Christ, 




Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo 
Apostolic Nuncio 



NOV z a* ^ U4 
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REDACTED 



3424 

WHshire 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 

California 

50010-2202 



Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



November 18, 2004 



Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo, J.C.D. 
Apostolic Nunciature 
3339 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20008 

RE: Reverend Michael E. Wempe 
Your Excellency: 

Enclosed, please find a letter from Cardinal Roger M. Mahony to Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger at^ 
the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith, regarding Reverend Michael E. Wempe. With his 
letter are copies of the completed summary pages requested by the Congregatioa All materials 
are submitted in triplicate. 

Cardinal Mahony is seeking the assistance of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in 
this matter. 

Would you please be so kind as to forward this to the Congregation on our behalf? 

Also enclosed is a check made out to the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith to cover the 
usual taxa in such matters. 

Thank you very much for your kind attention to this matter. May God continue to bless you! 
Yours in Christ, 




enclosures 
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Check Date: l6.Nov.2004 



ACCLA 



Check No. 



176246 



Invoice Number 



Invoice Date Voucher ID Gross Amount Discount Available 



Paid Amount 



517 VC 



15.Nov.2004 



00118811 



500,00 



0.00 



500.00 



Vendor Number 


Name 


Total Discounts 






0000002838 


Congregation For The Doctrine 


$0.00 






Check Number 


Date 




Total Amount 


Discounts Taken 


Total Paid Amount 


















raNoV.2004 




$500.00 


stwrc 


5300:00 " 



REDACTED 176246 



^ JL The Roman Catholic Archbishop ot Los Angeles 
; ( A Corporation Sole) 

Sjlil 3424 Wilshire Blvd. 
a l'l'l k Los Angeles, California 90010-2241 
SSSSfi • (213) 637-7691. 

Pay ****FIVE HUNDRED AND XX / 100 US DOLLAR**** 



Date 

November Id, 2004 



Pay Amount 

'§'. y . 500.00*** 



To The 
Order Of 



REDACTED 



CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE 

of the Faith 

Piazza Del S Offizio II 

00120 Vatican City 



REDACTED 
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REDACTED 



Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



3424 

Wilshire 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 

California 

90010-2202 



17 November 2004 

His Eminence 

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
PiazzaDelS.Ufficio, 11 
00120 VATICAN CITY 

Re: Rev. Michael Edwin Wempe 

Your Eminence: 

It is with deep regret that I submit this report on alleged violations that fall under Article 4 of 
Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, which involve a priest of this Archdiocese, Rev. Michael E. 
Wempe. 

The numerous alleged victims are all males of pre- and early pubescent age. A criminal trial 
citing 42 counts of sexual abuse against five of the complainants was dismissed when the U.S. 
Supreme Court nullified the law which attempted to allow the retroactive prosecution of cases 
barred by the statute of limitation. A new criminal prosecution is in progress for alleged acts of 
sexual abuse against one complainant that are not barred by the statute of limitation. 

Father Wempe has admitted to delictal acts involving some of the complainants, but strongly 
denies the accusations in the current criminal prosecution. Most of the denunciations we have 
received were made before the promulgation of the motu proprio, and involve actions that would 
be barred from a penal process by prescription. 

Father Wempe was granted early retirement at age 62 in view of the moral impossibility of 
allowing him to continue in ministry owing to the previously reported sexual misconduct. In 
view of all these circumstances, as well as the public notoriety occasioned by the civil processes, 
the good of the Church requires that the strongest available measures be taken. 

Given that a State criminal trial is still underway, it seems most appropriate to allow that 
proceeding to unfold prior to initiating a canonical -penal process, so that the evidence developed 
during the State trial may be used. 

I request therefore the grant of an exception to the prescription of all offenses against canon 1395 
that may be determined to have occurred. I further request authorization to employ at an 
appropriate later time the procedures of canon 1720 with a view to imposing dismissal from the 
clerical state. 
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If you believe that a different course of action is more appropriate, I welcome your advice on the 
matter. Entrusting this matter to your discretion and awaiting your instruction on how to 
proceed, I remain 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 




His Efhrnence 
Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
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DIOCESE 


Los Angeles in California 


NAME OF ORDINARY 


Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 


. CDF PROT. N. {if available) 




NAME OF CLERIC 


Reverend Michael E. Wempe 



PERSONAL 
DETAILS OF THE 
CLERIC 


Date of Birth 


1 November 1939 


Age 


65 


Ordination 


30 April 1966 


Years of ministry 


36 



ORIGINAL DIOCESE OF INCARDINATION 



MINISTRY IN/TRANSFER TO OTHER DIOCESE 



CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLERIC 



PROCURATOR {include original signed mandate) 



Los Angeles in California 



REDACTED 



CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE PROCURATOR 



ASSIGNMENTS 



Year 


Parish 


Location 


Appointment 


1966 


St. John Chrysostom 


Inglewood, California 


Parochial Vicar 


1969 


St. Andrew 


Pasadena, California 


Parochial Vicar 


1969 


St Rose of Lima 


Simi Valley, California 


Parochial Vicar 


1973 


St. lude 


Westlake Village, CaHfornia 


Parochial Vicar 


1977 


Sacred Heart 


Ventura (Saticoy), California 


Parochial Vicar 


1978 


Paraclete High School 


Palmdale, California 


Faculty 


1978 


St, Mary 


Palmdale, California 


Residence 


1984 


St. Sebastian 


Santa Paula, California 


Parochial Vicar 


1986 






Sabbatical 


1987 


St. Sebastian 


Santa Paula, California 


Administrator 


1987 






Sick Leave 


1988- 
2002 


Cedars-Sinai Hospital 


Los Angeles, California 


Chaplain 


1988 


St. Ambrose 


West Hollywood, California 


Residence 


2001 


Cathedral Chapel 


Los Angeles, California 


Residence 
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2002 


1 Early retirement without 
Private residence | Seal Beach, California faculties. 




ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE CLERIC 


Year 


Victim 


Age 


Imputable Acts 


Denunciation 


1991- 
1995 


REDACTED 


11-15 


Placed boy on Ms lap and fondled 
genitals both over and under clothing; 
oral copulation; five occasions over a 
four year period. 


2003 


1977- 
1983 




7-14 


Massaging the boy's crotch during 
motorcycle rides; put hand inside 
shorts and manipulate the genitals; 
grabbing of buttocks; kissing; exposing 
himself to the boy; touching the boy 
with his penis. On one occasion, while 
helping the boy learn to drive, the 
priest put his hands inside the boy's 
pants and caused an accident, on 
passenger nearly died and the priest 
suffered severe internal injuries. 
Hundreds of incidents of abuse. 


2003 


1975- 
1978 




12-15 


Fondling of genitals while motorcycle 
riding; patting buttocks; fondling 
genitals underneath the boy's clothing; 
exposing himself to the boy; 


2003 


1974 




15-16 


Exposed himself to the complainant; 
fondled the boy's genitals; one 
occasion. 


2003 


1984- 
1987 






Unspecified claim of molestation 


Aw** 


1984- 
1987 






Unspecified claim of molestation 


2002 


1977- 
1981 




11-15 


Skin to skin fondling, approximately 
150 occasions of abuse. 


2003 


1979 




12-15 


Arranged for the boy to sleep with him 
and put his hands under the pajamas 
and fondled the boy's genitals; 
aggressive pursuit of fondling; one 
incident of oral sex. Approximately 
40-50 incidents of abusive activities 
over a two and a half year period. 


2003 


1979- 
1982 




10-13 


On camping and a skiing trip and on 
the motorcycle, unspecified abusive 
actions. 


2003 


1969- 
1977 




? 


Unspecified molestation 


February 

1QRR 
lyoo 


1974- 
1977 




13-15 


During sleep-overs placing hand under 
pajamas; fondling penis and 
masturbating the boy to ejaculation. 


February 
1988 


1980- 
1983 




14-16 


Fondling during motorcycle rides; 
fondling legs and buttocks; oral sex; 
mutual masturbation; one incident of 
anal rape. Over 50 incidents of various 
types of abuse. 


2003 


1976- 
1978 




14-16 


Fondling of genitals; grabbing penis 
while wrestling; oral copulation; 
1 masturbation; other sexual acts 


March 2002 
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CIVIL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE CLERIC 



Year 


Type/Case 


Conviction 


Sentence {include copies of civil documents) 


i Ann 


urranu juiy/ rnai ouopuciia^ 








Arrest; charged with 3 counts 
of improper touching and 1 
count of oral copulation; 
preliminary stages of the trial 
have begun, but no trial date 
yet set. 


HPT) flintr 




2003 


Civil lawsuit for damages 

f02CC05471), REDACTED 
REDACTED 


pending 




2003 


Civil lawsuit for damages 
fSC036536), REDACTED 


pending 




2003 


Civil lawsuit for damages 
(BC308555), REDACTED 


pending 




2003 


Civil lawsuit for damages 
(BC308665), REDACTED 


pending 





MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE DIOCESE 



Year 




1987 


Intervention, Treatment at Servants of the Paraclete, Jemez Springs, New Mexico 


1988 


Restoration to limited rninistry 


2002 


Retirement without faculties 



SUSTENANCE PROVIDED BY THE DIOCESE TO THE CLERIC 



When placed on leave of absence in 2002, Father Wempe was provided with a monthly payment as well as 
with transportation. 

As of November 1, 2004 when he turned sixty-five years of age, his sustenance is provided through the 
Priests' Pension Fund of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

In accord with Archdiocesan policy, loans were extended to him during the period of the initial mrninal 
investigation. 



RESPONSE/RECOURSE MADE BY THE CLERIC 



Year 



BISHOP'S VOTUM 



We request authorization of a canon 1720 procedure with the prospect that, if found guilty, the penalty of 
dismissal from the clerical state be imposed. We request dispensation from prescription, in order to assure 
that all of the charges against him can be tried in ecclesiastical court, even though some were denounced 
prior to the promulgation of Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela. 

Given that there is a criminal trial underway, it is most appropriate to allow that proceeding to unfold prior 
to beginning the ecclesiastical trial, so that evidence developed during the State trial can be used in any 
ecclesiastical process. 
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SAINT PATRICK'S CHURCH 
estherville, iowa 



HIIIHHIMHHlUuHIMIi 



OFFICIAL COPY 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY: , 

that £^w-W. > ^lx)Lki\ "W «*A*Ao 

^ p y\ — **** ******** **""**"» w * | j Y *' ft »' " * 

Child of 
and 

v w immw™ . . , n ..„„-... rt ..r. IHHflHK 

bom ML ^-^-^^WVAT^ ^^SrVu-tA^ 

o«. the ..„.l.!^ tfow 0/ NVvtVwIj — 

w HBiimnmimnmi VV VV V / *MfMMHtW«MMMtH»t*<ltlM*>*MI*m*t— ...... • . ...... .......... 

A. D. J&yibatul was baptised in this Church on the .....iLL.- 

day of r I^Js^i^ixk±^:. A. D. JJ13LX 

According tn fJ><>- Rita n-t tho T?nmnm nsfthni;<> Church 
By Kw . REDACTED 



* > 1 itm*t • •**« M MH **> ■ • « • » ■ ***** M t •*»» t • MMMH 



4Mt*»ltt«imtllM H II II III 



iHMHH'HMIItttlllNmnM 



the sponsors 
and 

As appears from the Baptismal Register of this Church. 
I REDACTED 

Rev 



Pastor 

day of A. Dl±£t 
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( unofficial translation ) 



Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
(Dismissal from the clerical state and dispensation from clerical obligations) 



Prot.No. 659/2004 



Archdiocese of Los Angeles in California 
(Los Angeles, USA) 

Mr. Michael Edwin WEMPE 



On the 30th day of June in the year 2006 
the Supreme Pontiff Pope Benedict XVI, 



after hearing the report of the Eminent and Reverend Prefect of this ^^^.^^^ *™°Z 
^nt for teMne Action in regard to the above-mentioned priest with ministerial faculties in the 
SdLese^Los ^eles in California (Los Angeles, USA), and the necessary preliminary details 
htvinTbeen tended to, hy supreme decision which allows of no appeal or recourse, 

has decreed 

that the penalty of dismissal from the clerical state is to be imposed upon said priest. 

To this same priest he also grants a dispensation from every obligation connected with Holy 
Orders according to the following indications. 

1. The dismissal and dispensation take effect from the very moment of the Roman Pontiffs 
decision. 

2 The Decree of dismissal and dispensation is to be notified to the priest by a competent local 
Ordfau^'^S^ts of the Decree can never be licitly separated. Moreover, said Decree also 
includes the absolution from censures, insofar as this may be necessary. 

3. Notice of this dismissal and dispensation is to be recorded in the parish baptismal registry of 
aforesaid priest. 

4 With regard to the celebration of a canonical marriage, if such should come to pass the 
norms estbhSed TL Code of Canon Law are to be observed. However the Ordinary is to see to it 
SSTSSbSao takes place with due precaution and without outward ostentation. 

5 The ecclesiastical authority whose responsibility it is to notify said priest of this Decree is to 
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a) The dismissed priest, by the very fact of his dismissal, loses the rights proper to the clerical 
state and he loses as well all ecclesiastical dignities and offices; nor is he bound any longer 
by the other obligations connected with the clerical state; 

b) he remains excluded from the exercise of the sacred ministry, with the exceptions mentioned 
in canons 976 and 986 §2 of the Code of Canon Law, wherefore he cannot give a homily, nor 
is he permitted to take on a directorial role in any administrative office dealing with pastoral 
matters or to perform the duties of parish administrator; 

c) likewise he cannot perform any functions in Seminaries or equivalent Institutions; in other 
institutions of higher studies that depend in any way upon ecclesiastical authority he cannot 
discharge any administrative function or teaching office; 

d) in institutions of higher studies that do not depend upon ecclesiastical authority he cannot 
teach any theological discipline; 

e) in institutions of elementary or secondary studies that depend upon ecclesiastical authority 
he cannot discharge any administrative Junction or teaching office; in institutions of 
elementary or secondary studies that do not depend upon ecclesiastical authority the 
dismissed and dispensed priest is bound by the same prescriptions against teaching religion. 

6. Insofar as possible, the Ordinary shall see to it that the new condition of the dismissed priest 
will not be a source of scandal for the faithful. Nonetheless, if there is any danger of minors being 
abused, the Ordinary may make known both the fact of the dismissal and the canonical reasons for it. 

7. Notification of this dismissal and dispensation may be made either personally through a 
notary or ecclesiastical registrar, or by registered mail. The dismissed priest must return one copy 
properly signed in attestation of having received and accepted the dismissal, dispensation and precepts; 
but even should he fail to do so, the effects of the Decree remain intact. 

8. In a timely manner, the competent Ordinary shall make a brief report to the Congregation 
concerning the notification that has been made, and should there be any astonishment on the part of the 
faithful, he shall provide them with a careful explanation. 

Anything whatsoever to the contrary notwithstanding. 

From the Offices of the Congregation, on the 30th day of June in the year 2006 

(signature) 
Cardinal William Levada 
Prefect 

(signature) 
Angelo Amato, SDB 
Titular Archbishop of Sila 
Secretary 



Date of notification: 



Signature of priest signifying his acceptance Signature of Ordinary 
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REPORT 

Results of the Preliminary Investigation into the Graviora Delicta 
Allegedly Committed by the Reverend Michael Edwin Wempe 



SPECIES FACTI 

The Reverend Michael Edwin Wempe was born on 1 November 1939 and was 
ordained a priest for service in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles on 30 April 1966. From 
the date of his ordination until his early retirement in 2002, Father Wempe was assigned 
as Parochial Vicar to seven different parishes (1966-1978, 1984-1986), as a faculty 
member of a Catholic high school (1978-1984), as parish administrator (1987) and as a 
hospital chaplain (1988-2002). During this same time, he was also granted sabbatical 
leave in 1986 and sick leave in 1987. 

Difficulties with superiors and staff members, excessive emotional outbursts and 
a series of improper and imprudent relationships with minor boys gave rise to a long 
history of conflict in Father Wempe' s first parish assignments, culminating in Father 
Wempe's being sent in 1987 to a facility specializing in psychological evaluation and 
diagnosis. The initial testing concluded that there was a net separation in Father Wempe 
between his actual behavior and his analysis of this behavior, and that he completely 
ignored the sexual aspects to his behavior. Father Wempe then participated in a six- 
month in-patient therapy program, at the end of which continuing individual therapy was 
strongly recommended as well as participation in a priest support group. It was also 
recommended that in any future ministry Father Wempe avoid all contact with minors 
and be helped to stay away from situations in which he might form manipulative rela- 
tionships with relatively vulnerable individuals. 

In 1988, two brothers, in their twenties, claimed that Father Wempe had sexually 
abused them some fourteen earlier; one of these young men reported that the abuse 
occurred over a two-year period for a total of about ten incidents. In 2002, a 40-year-old 
man reported that Father Wempe had sexually abused him 26 years earlier, with multiple 
acts of abuse being perpetrated against him over a two-year period. In that same year, 
2002, the Archdiocese granted Father Wempe early retirement for medical reasons; 
priestly faculties were also withdrawn at this time. In 2002 and 2003, several other men 
came forward, accusing Father Wempe of sexually abusing them when then they were 
pre-teenagers and teenagers. Father Wempe was arrested in 2003 and is now facing 
criminal charges and several civil lawsuits in conjunction with many of these accusations. 



IN FACTO 

Everything presented here is drawn from documents on file in the archives of the Curia of 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, copies of which are attached hereto as numbered Ex- 
hibits. 
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Alleged Victim No. 1: REDACTED born REDACTED 14 . 15 years old at time 
alleged abuse began 

In response to 2002 media coverage of priests removed from ministry due to 
sexual misconduct with minors, REDACTED wrote a letter to Cardinal Roger 
Mahony reporting that from 1976 to 1978, when KtuACTED was 14-16 years old, he had 
been sexually abused repeatedly by Father Michael Wempe (see Exhibit 1, Letter of 7 
March 2002 to Cardinal Mahony). 

In a later more complete statement, Mr. REDACTED reported that these episodes of 
abuse started with monthly rides with Father^ Wempe on Father's motorcycle. During 
these rides. Father Wempe would fondle Mr. , putting his, Father's, hands between 
^ redacted ^ g ^ rubbing around; Father would explain that he "was trying to keep 
his hands warm". The abuse continued and escalated. In 1978, on a trip to Tijuana, 
Mexico, Father Wempe would wrestle with Mr, REDACTCD and grab his penis; Mr. „ also 
reported that Father taught him to masturbate during this trip. That same year, 1978, on a 
7-10 day trip to. visit Mr. REDACTED grandparents, Father Wempe would R have Mr. REDACTEC 
sleep in the same bed with him and would masturbate himself and Mr. and would 
engage in oral sex with Mr, REDACTED Abuse also took place at a cabin, some 6-9 times: 
Father Wempe would again have Mr. REDACTED sl R «™ c ™$i him in the same bed and would 
masturbate Mr. REDACTED He would instruct Mr. o masturbate him, Father Wempe, 

and would attempt to engage in anal sex with him. He also performed oral sex on Mr. 
redacted ^ ExMbit ^ claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED). 

Alleged Victim No. 2: REDACTED ^ bom REDACTED 7-16 years old at time 
of alleged abuse 

REDACTED ^ ^ fa Q jfl ^JJ yffaft fa J yQ^ S Q^, OXl 

. _ , „ „ REDACTED , , 

motorcycle rides with Father Wempe, during which Father would fondle S enr |als. 
Other activities included sleeping in the same bed, Father attempting to masturbate 
hugging and kissing him and grabbing his buttocks, exposing himself to touching 
Rzmcr -° w ith his, Father Wempe's, penis. In January 1986, after RED ' CTE ° had obtained his 
learner's permit for driving, Father Wempe was giving him a driving lesson in Father's 

REDACTED REDACTED _ _ DCnfirTPn ✓All 1 T T* * 

car with driving, also in the car was s younger brother ^ (Alleged Victim 
No. 4 below). In the course of this driving "lesson", Father Wempe sat every close to 

REDACTED « REDACTED . 

redacted ^ p ather > Sj left hand insi(i g s pantSi on tfai s occasion, became 
distracted and drifted out of his lane into on-coming traffic on a two-lane highway. 
Father Wempe yanked the steering wheel, attempting to bring the car safely across the 
lane of on-coming traffic, but the car was broad-sided by a large commercial truck, 
severely injuring """"'s younger brother REDACTED who nearly ^ died as a result of the 
accident. That was the last time that Father Wempe abused REDAOTD (see Exhibit 3, Claimant 
Questionnaire of REDACTED I. 

Alleged Victim No. 3: REDACTED born REDACTED 12-15 years old at 
time of alleged abuse 

redacted . g ^ oMer brother of Alleged Victim No. 2 above. He reported that the 
abuse began while he was on day-trips and camping trips with Father Wempe, and that 
there were a minimum of 50 episodes of abuse. The abuse would also be perpetrated 
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while he was with Father Wempe on Father's motocycle, while he was alone with Father 
in his, REDACTED s 5 home and at the rectory of St. Jude's Church. Father Wempe would 
fondle ™ T . E ° genitals and 
Questionnaire of REDACTED 



fondle . E ™_ E ° genitals and expose himself to REDACTED ( see Exhibit 4, Claimant 



Alleged Victim No. 4: REDACTED born REDACTED 1 1-15 years old at 

time of alleged abuse. 

redacted ^ e younger brother of Alleged Victims Nos. 2 and 3 above. He 
reported that the abuse occurred only on five occasions when he was alone with Father 
Wempe for half-day periods. Activities included Father Wempe fondling REDACTED s 
genitals, attempting to masturbate REDACTED and performing oral sex on him (see Exhibit 5, 
Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED 

Alleged Victim No. 5: Sr DAC IE..., born REDACTED } l2 -15 years old at time of 
alleged abuse 

REDACTED , 

reported a history of abuse by Father Wempe over a period of 2-2/2 years, 
while Father was in residence at St. Mary's Church in Palmdale, for a total of 4-50 
episodes. Abusive acts included fondling of genitals while riding with Father Wempe on 
Father's motorcycle, while in Father's car and at the rectory. Father Wempe and ""7" 
would also sleep together in the same bed and there was one episode of Father Wempe 
performing oral sex on™ (see Exhibit 6, Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED . 

Alleged Victim No. 6: REDACTED born REDACTED n. 15 

years old at 

time of alleged abuse 

redacted . g ^ Q ^ er ^j^gj. 0 f Alleged Victim No. 5 above. He reported that he was 
abused by Father Wempe approximately 150 times while Father was in residence at St. 
Mary's Church in Palmdale. Abusive acts included skin-to-skin fondling on camping 
trips, in the car, when RED " ED spent the night with Father Wempe at rectory and in the house 
of Father Wempe' s mother in Seal Beach (see Exhibit 7, Claimant Questionnaire 0 f REDACTED 
REDACTED ). 

Alleged Victim No. 7: REDACTED , bornREDACTED 10-13 years old at time 
of alleged abuse 

REDACTED 

is the younger brother of Alleged Victims Nos. 5 and 6 above. Without 
specifying what was involved in the abusive acts, he reported that he was abused by 
Father Wempe "countless times over a [period of] three to four years". He added that 
"my brothers REDACTED stayed with Father Mike during the same times I did" see 
Exhibit 8, Claimant Questionnaire of, Redacted 

Alleged Victim No. 8: ^REDACTED , born REDACTED 13-14 years old at time of 
alleged abuse 

REDACTED reported that from 1974 to 1975 he was sexually abused a total of about 
ten times by Father Wempe. These episodes of abuse took place on Father Wempe' s 
motorcycle, in Father's camper and at the rectory of St. Jude's Church; they included 
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Father Wempe fondling REDACTED S genitals and masturbating REDACTED while restraining 
him. REDACTED also claimed that his brother |REDACTED was also sexually abused by Father 
Wempe (see Exhibit 9, Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED ^ 

Alleged Victim No. 9: REDACTED ^ f date 0 f birth unknown, a young teenager at 
time of alleged abuse 

redacted > ls trie bj-Q^ej- 0 f Alleged Victim No. 8 above and has provided no 
statement explicit concerning his being sexually abused by Father Wempe. However, his 
brother REDACTED claims that REDACTtTj was abused by Father Wempe, and both brothers 
met with REDACTED Los Angeles 

and 'REDACTED . Santa Barbara Region of the Archdiocese, to share their experiences of 
abuse with REDACTED (see Exhibit 10, Memo of 14 March 1988). Of this meeting, 
REDACTED wrote that "T-!l° also spoke of his experiences, similar to REDACTED " s and 
REDACTED himself, in a letter to REDACTED stated that "numerous, diverse thoughts 
have gone through my head . . . most profound, painful, and obvious of them is the 
thought/feeling that came to me as REDACTED began to explain the whole situation ... That is, 
that this silence over years and years, due to selfishness and the will to survive, served 
only to protect this man in the ugly things he was doing. I only wish now that I'd've 
passed this info along to you (or whomever) long ago, so that more could have been done 
sooner . Somehow I felt, I guess, that my information would affect \sic] no change, that I 
was powerless" (see Exhibit 1 1, REDACTED s Letter and 'REDACTED ^ » s Letter 
of February 1988). 

Alleged Victim No. 10: REDACTED , born REDACTED i 4 _i 6 years 0 ld at 

time of alleged abuse 

R ! DA f TE , D reported that he was abused more than 50 times by Father Wempe while 
Father was teacher at Paraclete High School in Palmdale and in residence at St. Mary's, 
The abuse included fondling and caressing, the viewing of pornographic material, 
redacted, g being masturbated twice by Father Wempe twice, being asked twice to 
masturbate Father Wempe, being asked twice to perform oral sex on Father Wempe, 
having oral sex performed once on him by Father Wempe and being raped once by Father 
Wempe (see Exhibit 12, Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED ). 

Alleged Victim No. 11: REDACTED bom redacted agg at time of abuse un kn 0 wn 

REDACTED re ported that in 1985, 1986 or 1987, while Father Wempe was at St. 
Sebastian Church in Santa Paula, Father touched REDACTED 's naked body, fondled his genitals 
and performed oral sex on him. REDACTED further alleged that Father Wempe had done similar 
things to ™'s older brother REDACTED (see Exhibit 13, Archdiocese Child Abuse and 
Neglect Non-Mandatory Reporting Form of 27 June 2005). 

Alleged Vietim No. 12: REDACTED date of birth unknown, age at time of alleged 
abuse unknown 

redacted. s &e brother of Alleged Victim No. 11 above and has not come 
forward himself to make any claims of sexual abuse against him by Father Wempe. 
However, his brother alleged that REDACTED also was a victim of Father Wempe'sabuse (see 
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Exhibit 13, Archdiocese Child Abuse and Neglect Non-Mandatory Reporting Form of 27 
June 2005). 

Alleged Victim No. 13; REDACTED born REDACTED 15 . 16 yea rs old at 
time of alleged abuse 

redacted daimed that he wag abused b y p a ther Wempe while Father was at St. 
Jude's in Westlake Village; Father Wempe was a priest, family friend and advisor. The 
abuse took place at the sauna and swimming pool areas of the Oakview^Arjartments in 
Westlake Village, and included Father Wempe exposing himself to suggesting 
that REDACTED do the same, and fondling REDACTED genitals (see Exhibit 14, Claimant 
Questionnaire ofREDACTED >. 

A Brief Background of Facts 

From the time of his first assignments in the Archdiocese, Father Wempe has had 
a series of difficulties and problems, particularly with superiors, such that recommenda- 
tions were made that he receive professional help (see Exhibit 15, Letter of 13 December 
1977 to Cardinal Manning and Memo of 2 February 1978 to the Cardinal). In 1987, the 
REDACTED ■ at St. Sebastian Church in Santa Paula wrote to the Vicar 

for Clergy with serious concerns about Father Wempe's relationships with young boys at 
the parish (see Exhibit 16, Letter of 22 May 1987 to Msgr. Curry). In light of these 
problems with authority and of possible sexual misconduct with minors, Father Wempe 
was sent to a diagnostic facility in New Mexico for complete psychological evaluation 
and treatment (see Exhibit 17, Letter of Msgr. Curry of 17 June 1987). 

The psychological portion of this evaluation and testing came to the conclusion 
that Father Wempe "has completely ignored the sexual aspects to his behavior and has 
minimalized to a great extent the sexual needs that he has had. He is going to need to 
deal both with his needs for intimacy and his sexuality ... He has some major 
rationalizations to undo and some very reaL depression that he has not faced ... He is 
going to need to both accept the consequences of his behavior for his own life and the 
fact that although he was telling himself that he had nothing but positive motives in his 
relationships with these boys, that some of his behavior may in fact have caused some 
very real harm ... His issues with authority problems, although clearly a major problem 
for him, seem secondary at this point to his sexual behavior" (see Exhibit 18, Report of 
Pyschological Evaluation and Testing of 24 June 1987). The psychiatric report noted that 
Father Wempe "resisted the idea of being homosexual" although he recalled "genital sex 
play with other boys". This same report also observed that Father Wempe "has sexual 
fantasies of making boys feel good. He doesn't think the kids he's slept with on 
vacations would consider their closeness molesting" (see Exhibit 18, Psychiatric Evalua- 
tion of 24 June 1987). g 

Following this evaluation and testing, Father Wempe remained m the New 
Mexico facility for a six-month program of in-house therapy and treatment. At the 
conclusion of this program, it was noted that "individual therapy is clearly called for" and 
the recommendation was made that that in considerations of future ministry, Father 
Wempe "needs to be in a situation which will allow him to avoid all contact with minors 
and also help him stay away from the opportunity for forming manipulative relationships 
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with people who are relatively vulnerable" (see Exhibit 19, Letter of 23 December 1987 
to Cardinal Mahony). 

In response to the accusation of sexual abuse brought against Father Wempe in 
1988, referring to events that had taken place more than ten years earlier, the alleged 
victim was informed that the Archdiocese would pay for counseling if the victim so 
desired (see Exhibit 10, Memo of 14 March 1988). The victim took advantage of this 
offer, and the Vicar for Clergy asked Father Wempe to reimburse the Archdiocese the 
amount paid out for therapy for this individual, as it is archdiocesan policy that it is the 
responsibility of the priest involved to assist the injured party (see Exhibit 20, Letter of 6 
January 1989 to Father Wempe). Father Wempe responded by sending a check for $490 
to cover the costs involved (see Exhibit 21, Letter of 17 February 1989 to Father 
Wempe). 

Statements of Fr. Wempe regarding accusations 

In the Personal History Sheet compiled by Fr. Wempe for his Treatment Program 
at Foundation House in New Mexico (see Exhibit 22, Personal History Sheet of Fr. 
Wempe, dated 19 June 1987), Fr. Wempe stated: "there was also a young boy whom I 
took camping and we did sleep together. There was no sex, but I am sure that I cuddled 
with him ... During my life there have been kids that I wanted to 'father' and protect. I 
feel that they are a return to my very young childhood . . . that I could find 'somebody to 
go to my room and sleep with me' both physically and psychologically. I have never had 
or allowed these boys to do anything to me sexually. We have slept together, not been 
afraid that we might accidentally touch each other, we have been at ease" (p. 6 of Exhibit 
22). 

He went on to say: "I seem to rush to the aid of the young boys I see whom I feel, 
or who really are, being let down by their fathers (some fathers dead and some alive). I 
want to share with them and teach them how to shoot a gun, how to ride a motorcycle, 
how to repair a car, how to cry, how to hug, how to be held and loved. I have been close 
to them but I firmly believe that I HAVE NEVER HURT THEM ... [I had] the need to 
be held and to hold that seemed to be fulfilled only by young boys ... [A major person in 
my life was] REDACTED the young man that lived with me for a period of time. There was no 
sex whatsoever, but I deeply loved him and he deeply loved me. We did sleep together 
until he felt he was too old. We always hugged and were never afraid to touch each other 
(non-sexually)" (p. 7 of Exhibit^ ^ Ut^4u U £^ to*****-* U. ^ 

In a further statemeat/fcaeribia g hi s underst andin g n f h i s pln twaaaHirthc-abovf- va**^jo^ 
fliontionod Treatment PrograM hftr^^rqp^-Tyrot^: "I needed intimacy and tried to use ft, ^ 
others, including the boys, to fulfill that need. I told myself that I was standing in for the ^ a ^ . 
boys' 'fathers who were either absent or non-effective. I am now aware that I was 
manipulating the boys for my own needs which manifested themselves sexually" (see 
Exhibit 23, Placement Statement by Fr. Wempe). 

Furthermore, while undergoing treatment in the above-mentioned program, Fr. 
Wempe participated in regular sessions of psychological counseling. In his initial 
interview, it was noted that Fr, Wempe had "totally finessed his way through seven years 
of therapy ... He lied to the psychologist. [He has] been involved with minors - 
presently with a 12-year-old - [acting as a] surrogate father but also [as a] sex partner"; 
this behavior was perceived as "very serious" (see Exhibit 24, Notes of 25 June 1 987). 
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Periodic reports were sent to Cardinal Mahony regarding Fr. Wempe's progress in 
the above-mentioned Treatment Program. In the first of these reports (see Exhibit 25, 
Report of 17 August 1987), Dr. REDACTED Ph.D., Fr.. Wempe's treatment 
psychologist, noted: "[Fr. Wempe] was still doing considerable rationalizing and 
attributing a larger percentage of his behavior to wanting to help children ... I pushed 
relatively hard for him to see that although much of his behavior may have been 
motivated by a desire to help other people, certainly a large portion of his behavior also 
needed to be viewed in terms of satisfying his own sexual needs. He reports that he does 
not become sexually stimulated, however, his masturbation fantasies revolve primarily 
around these experiences. Clearly, this is a sexual incident for him ... He talked about 
the fact that for him masturbating when he wakes up in the morning is a very comforting 
thing and helps him get back to sleep and makes him feel as if he is being cuddled back 
to sleep. He reports that this is what he wants to give to the children" (pp. 2 and 3 of 
Exhibit 25). 

In the second report (see Exhibit 26, Report of 25 September 1987), Dr. Redacted 
observed: "We talked about ... the boy he was close to and what needs to be done about 
that. We talked about the fact that it is not a matter of his having to absolutely cut off 
contact immediately but that he needs some way to pull back from that relationship. At 
one point, it became clear to him that in some ways this is going to be considerably 
harder for him than it was going to be for the boy, that he was more needy of the 
relationship than the boy was, and that in fact, he needed the boy more than the boy 
needed him" (p. 2 of Exhibit 26). Dr. Redacted rep orted further that "one of the more 
telling points was the statement he made about one boy that he did a lot of things together 
with. What he said was that he loved that boy too much to ever do anything sexual with 
him. There seemed to be some relationship in strength of the attachment that he felt 
toward a boy and his unwillingness to become sexually involved with that boy" (p. 6 of 
Exhibit 26). 

In the third report (see Exhibit 27, Report of 30 October 1987), Dr. REDACTED 
noted: "We talked about rationalization and how he has rationalized the hurt that he has 
done to kids. He initially took the stance that he could not see how he had hurt kids and 
my stance with him was essentially that everyone knows that one does not do sexual 
things with kids and that if he would show a videa tape to anyone about what he did that 
they would identify it as sexual and they would identify that as wrong. It is my 
contention that lying within Michael somewhere there is this knowledge that what he did 
was wrong. That it is a denial of that reality that he has been involved in for a long time" 
(p. 3 of Exhibit 27). 

While Fr. Wempe was in the above-mentioned Treatment Program, he was visited 
by "IT Vicar for Clergy, who reported afterwards to Cardinal Mahony that "we discussed 
the possibility of legal problems in the future. [Fr. Wempe] is very aware that what he 
did comes within the scope of the criminal law in California. Although I do not know the 
exact details, he told me that there was some sexual touching, although most of his 
activity would better be described as 'cuddling', He also mentioned that with the 
exception of one boy, all the others involved are now over twenty-one (see Exhibit 28, 
Memo of 22 November 1987). Dcn4rTCn 

In the final report (see Exhibit 29, Report of 23 December 1987), Dr. Redacted 
implicitly observed that Fr. Wempe had caused sexual harm to individuals in the past: "I 
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think that the potential for his harming people in a sexual fashion is much, much less than 
it was before" (p. 2 of Exhibit 29). 

Moreover, in an initial spiritual evaluation made at the beginning of Fr. Wempe's 
treatment program, it was noted that "[Fr. Wempe] is aware of the areas of authority and 
of homosexuality and of possible child abuse which are looming very large in his 
consciousness right now" (see Exhibit 30, Spiritual Evaluation of 24 June 1987). 

CONCLUSION 

From the evidence brought forth in the preliminary investigation it appears 
virtually certain that delicts, as described in canon 2359 §2 of the 1917 CIC and 
maintained in canon 1395 §2 of the 1983 CIC, have been committed. 
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MEMORANDUM 

OFFICE OF THE VICAR FOR CLERGY 



REDACTED 

TO: 

FROM: REDACTED 



RE: Father Michael Wempe 

DATE: March 29, 2002 



On February 15, 2002, Father Michael Wempe was granted early retirement due to 
medical reasons. He is sixty-two years old. He was born on November 1, 1939. 

His medical insurance will be covered by the transition assistance offered by Cedar-Sinai 
with RETA as his secondary coverage. Additional reimbursement for medical costs in 
accord with the standard clergy policies of the Archdiocese will be requested through this 
office. 



The Archdiocese is providing him with an automobile. As with all retired priests, he will 
be included under the Archdiocesan auto insurance program. He has been asked to 
register the car properly. He may be calling you to obtain the proper guidance to assure 
this. 

Thank you very much for taking note of this information. 
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MEMORANDUM 

OFFTCE OF THE VICAR FOR CLERGY 



TQ . REDACTED 
FROM: 

RE : Reverend Michael E. Wempe 

DATE: March 11, 2002 

Father Michael Wempe has moved. His new address and telephone number are as 

follows: REDACTED 

Thank you for taking note of this information. 
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IiiwyerreVeals 
molestation of 13 boys 
beyond statute of . 
notations in attempt to 
curb testimony in 
current case. •.; • 

By Jban GxrccioNB 
' limes Staff Writer .'• 

The attorney for afbrmer Los 
Angeles priest admitted Friday, 
that his client had molested 13 
boys In the 1970s and 1980s, an 
unusualpublie acknowledgment 
of guilt in the hundreds of sexual 
abuse cases.agsdnst.the Los An- ' 
. geles Archdiocese, •••• 

Michael Edwin Wempe's iaw- 
yer made the adrhissidn during a 
hearing in a criminal case accus- ■ 
ing the former- priest of molest-' 
tog another boy in the 1990s . 
. whenhewas chaplain at Cedars;-. 
Sinai Medical Center. • - . • ' 
The'lawyerdidsoforstrategic 
reasons in an attempt to limit . 
damaging testimony about old 
abuse cases.wbile he continues 
to fight the current .charges:'' 
Wempe's ease is being watched • 
closely because,he is one of three 
priests accused ofmolestingchil? 
dren after Caroihal Rbger^M, 
Manony, ; - responding to. abuse 1 , 
complaints; sent htarfotherapy . 
and returned him to minktry. -; 
■ The;' archdiocese has been 
sued by more than 560 people for 1 
allegedly failing to protect chil- 
dren from abuse, but the cases, 
have. long been mired in settle-' 
ment talks and only a handful of 
the allegations have been tested 
in court. •• 



. "r The Wempe case lias a tan- 
gled history: The former -priest 
was originally charged with 42 ' 
:. counts stemming.from decades- 
; old molestations,, one of which 
j involved .two. brothers: But the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 
2003 that the California law al- . 
lowing prosecution, of old child 
abuse cases, violated tihe'statufe ; 
of limitations, and the. charges. ! 
were disroissed.; '•':'-•'' 7-?'. - ] 
: The two boy^' younger broth- i 
er came ' forward' ; and -. said 
Wempe had molested him in the 
, 1990s, within the. statutory time 
j limit. The Times generally does 
not- identify victims of alleged 
sexual abuse. 

The defense contends that 
j the younger brother fabricated 
I his accusation . to avenge his 
[ older brothers. On . Friday, de- 
jfehse attorneys. Leonard B. 
i.LeVine arid Donald H. Steier 
I asked the court to limit testi- 
mony: about Wempe's past mo- 
lestation of the older brothers: 

• Noting .that the current vic- 
.Mm is the.only one to come for- 
ward after 1987, when Wempe re- 
turned from therapy, .' they 
argued that 'an inundation of tes- 
timony about the priest's abuse 
history could unfairly bias jurors. 
• 'Jurors probably "will say to 
themselves, "We don't care. We 
are going to find him guilty for 
what, he did 20 years ago,''* 
Levine told the court. 

Deputy Dist. Atty. Todd 
Hicks said he wanted to put on 
all 13 of Wempe's earlier victims 
to show that the priest was "a 
master" at child molestation by 
the time he met the younger 
brother. 

Judge Curtis Rappe said he 
would allow the defense addi-. 



tiohal witnesses, but hadnt de- 
cided; how many. Without the 
background, Rappe : said,- it 
"would' give a false impression, 
that it was just alittle family con- 
sphacy/. '■'• •' ; 

• Wempe is accused of fondling; 
and masturbating the younger-, 
brother during; driving lessons 
andtoapjaxkedcar.Defenselaw- 
yers have said' therejs no inde- 
pendent ' evidence of the broth- 
er's story. In court papers, they 
• contended that Wempe, who de- 
nies the abuse, passed two poly- 
graph tests.. . 

' Prosecutors • "are. rtrytag ito 
convict someone for something ' 
he didn't do based, on 'something 
hi did dp 20 br"30 years. ago," 
' Iievtoe saidi ' , That is not the' way ■ 
the systemworks.''-' • '.V ^'- 

Lee • Bashforfih, .brie-'.- c 6f 
' Well^seaIJ^»'vlcO^%ahl^S^i6•• 
former priest should riot "get 
away with admittihgrpast moles^ ' 
tatipns without suffering conse- ' 
quences. Bashforth recalled 
watching Video, of the smiling, 
priest leaving Ltos - Angeles . 
County- Jal after the earlier case 
was dismissed, and his. lawyer's ' 
statement that Wempe's only re- 
gret was he didn-t get the chance'. : 
tottearhi&name.- ,'- > -':>- >':. i'~y k --. 

' = "They .'are- obviously" laying 
this now because! the truth can- 
riot really harm them,'' he said; '■ 
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Vicar for Clergy Database 

Clergy Assignment Record 



Mr Michael E. Wemoe 

REDACTED 



Current Primary Assignment 

Birth Date 
Birth City 

Diaconate Ordination 
Priesthood Ordination 
Diocese Name 
Date of Incardination 
Religious Community 
Ritual Ascription 
Ministry Status 
Seminary 
Ethnicity 



11/1/1939 

Estherville, Iowa, USA 
4/30/1966 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
5/1/1963 

Latin 

Dismissed from Clerical State 
St. John's Seminary, Camarillo 
American (USA) 



Age 69 
Deanery 0 



Languagefs) Fluency 

Spanish Conversational Basics 

Fingerprint Verification and Safeguard Training 

Date Background Check 
Safeguard Training 



Assignment History 



Assignment 


Beginning Date 


Completion Date 


Dismissed from Clerical State, Rescript from the Congregation for the 


6/30/2006 




Doctrine of the Faith, Prot No. 659/2004-23647. 






Retired with No Faculties, NO FACULTIES. OUT OF PRIESTLY MINISTRY 


2/15/2002 


6/29/2006 


Cathedral Chapel, Los Angeles Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar), Active 


2/1/2002 


2/14/2002 


Service 






Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church, Los Angeles Associate Pastor 


10/15/1998 


1/31/2001 


(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 






Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, Los Angeles Chaplain, Active Service 


. 1/18/1988 


2/14/2002 


St. Ambrose Catholic Church, West Hollywood Associate Pastor (Parochial 


, 1/18/1988 


10/14/1998 


Vicar), Active Service 






Sick Leave 


7/1/1987 


1/17/1988 



RCALA011710 



St. Sebastian Catholic Church, Santa Paula Administrator Pro Tem, Active 
Service 


2/1/1987 


6/30/1987 


Vatican II Institute, Rome, Sabbatical 


9/1/1986 


12/1/1986 


St. Sebastian Catholic Church, Santa Paula Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 


7/9/1984 


1/31/1987 


St. Mary Catholic Church, Palmdale Resident, Resident 


2/20/1978 


7/8/1984 


Paraclete High School, Lancaster Education-Teacher/Faculty, Active 
Service 


2/20/1978 


7/8/1984 


Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Ventura Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar), 
Active Service 


6/17/1977 


2/19/1978 


St. Jude Catholic Church, Westlake Village Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 


6/11/1973 


6/16/1977 


St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church, Simi Valley Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 


9/2/1969 


6/10/1973 


St. Andrew Catholic Church, Pasadena Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar), 
Active Service 


3/25/1969 


9/1/1969 


St. John Chrysostom Catholic Church, Inglewood Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 


5/14/1966 


3/24/1969 
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Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 



From . REDACTED 

Sent' Wednesday, February 22, 2006 12:23 PM 

To . Cardinal Mahony; REDACTED _ Cox, Msgr. Craig A.; 

REDACTED 

Subject: Press release on Wempe 

Sent to media 



REDACTED 

FOR: IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
FEBRUARY 22, 2006 



STATEMENT OF ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
ON CONVICTION OF FATHER MICHAEL WEMPE 

Father Michael Wempe's conviction cannot restore the trust and innocence stolen from his victims, but 
hopefully this verdict may provide them some measure of justice and comfort. 

To those he abused, we again apologize, and we assure them of our support and of our firm resolve to continue 
to employ effective means of preventing all forms of abuse in our church. 

We believed Father Wempe's treatment had been successful. Today, a priest credibly accused of abuse is 
permanently removed from ministry. At the same time, abuse prevention programs m all of our parishes and 
schools equip parents and guardians with the skills to .spot behavior that can lead to abuse and to report such 
behavior before abuse can take place. 
REDACTED 
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REDACTED 



INTERNAL REPORT - CONFIDENTIAL 




$1- 



/ / Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
y^/a/d'S Assistance Ministry Department 

Report d a «e: 'i/&J^®<' / ^t£*:**»^ 

Alleged perpetrator: 

REDACTED 

Alleged victim: 
Date of incident: 
Brief Description: 
Type of Report: 

Mandatory 

Third-party reporting 

Report sent to : 

REDACTED 





X_ Non-Mandatory 
Incomplete information 



Anonymous reporter 

Attached information 



— Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board 



for Women Religious 



(Priests, Deacons, Brothers) 

Sr. .REDACTED 
(All women religious) 

M rs RED ACTED Superintendent Secondary Schools 
(Secondary Schools) 

Msgr. Craig Cox, Vicar for Clergy 
(Priests* Deacons, Brothers) 

REDACTED 
(All reports) 

Mr.^DACLEp_ - Human Resources 

(Schools, ACC, Cemetery employees) 



jy[ rS- REDACTED 
(Elementary Schools) 

Sr> REDACTED 
(All reports) 

S r . REDACTED 
(CCDandRCIA) 



Superintendent Elementary Schools 
Assistance Ministry 

- Religious Education 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
NON-MANDATORY REPORTING FORM 



Date of this report to Public Authority: 
Name of Public Authority: 

Date of this Report to Archdiocese: 

Reported to Archdiocese by: 

Complainant Name: 

Current Address: 

Telephone: 

Date of Birth: 

Alleged Perpetrator: 

Name: (Victim) 

Name of Possible Witness: 

Reported Date of Incident: (s) 

Reported Circumstances of Incidents): 



Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect: 
Comments: 



Submitted by the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles: 



July 5, 2005 - victim lepott 

Det. Barraclough - 213-485-2883 - 
Parent report 4/21/02 
Victim reported June 27, 2005 

REDACTED , t - N 
(victim) 



REDACTED 



Fr. Michael Wempe 
REDACTED (6yea£so i d) 

Brother, REDACTED 

"1985 or 86 or 87" at St. Sebastian Church 
in Santa Paula 

REDACTED 

said. "There was one incident of 
molestation. He (Wempe) was touching my 
naked body. There was touching of genitals 
& oral sex. He did things to my brother who 
was older. He was an altar boy. My father 
died and some friends introduced us to Fr. 
Wempe." 

Sexual abuse. 

Mrs. REDACTED ' s Mother) called 
4/21/02. She said that she thought her sons 
had been molested by Wempe. We asked 
her to have them call us. 4/28/05 Mother 
called again. Requested sons to call.' 
6/27/05 REDACTED called for the first time to 
report his abuse. He was asked to have his 
brother call us. 
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SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE REPORT 
To be Completed by Reporting Party 



B. Victim 



A. Case Identification 

To be completed^-g^" CPA 

Victim Name: — 
Report No./Case Name: — 
Date of Report 



' 7 /kJ-e+ryuL. 



NAME/TITLE 









REDACTED 



REDACTED 

RFnACTFDiEDACTED 



PHONE 


DATE OF REPORT 


BIRTHDATE 


SEX 


RACE . 


REDACTED 


4- 0 ^ 









C. Call 



X 



OFFICIAL CONTACTED - j . PHONE 

Detective Brown (213)485-2883 

D. Other Parties ' 



DATE/TIME 



NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE) 



ADDRESS 



ppnccKiT i nr.iTinM np 

REDACTED 



REDACTED 



.REDACTED 



NAME OF CHURCH OR SCHOOL 



ADDRESS AT TIME OF INCIDENT 



(Check One) Occurred LI Observed U 



DATE/TIME OF INCIDENT 



PLACE OF INCIDENT 



TYPE OF SEXUAL ABUSE: 




"^REDACTED 



NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION; 



F. Perpetrator information 



Signed ^ 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
NON-MANDATORY REPORTING FORM 



Date of This Report to Public Authority: N/A 



Name of Public Authority: N/A 



Date of This Report to Archdiocese: 4/28/05 



Reported to Archdiocese by: Mrs. ) 

Alleged Victim: her son 

Current Address: 



Telephone: REDACTED _ 

Date of Birth 

Alleged Perpetrator: 
Name Fr. Michael Wempe 
Names of Possible Witnesses: 



Reported Date of Incident: , 

Reported Circumstances nf Tnridentto: Fr. Wempe was the pastor at thei r Parish 
Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect: Sexual _ _ 



ight benefit from some counseling herself. At this time she said no, but the door waas left open i 




she changes her mind. 



CCI 007611 



RCALA011716 



INTERNAL REPORT ■ CONFIDENTIAL 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
Assistance Ministry Department 

Report date: tfa ?Jw>5~ From: Sr. REDACTED 

Alleged perpetrator: 

Alleged victim: 

Date of incident: 

Brief Description: 

Type of Report: 

Mandatory X_ Non-Mandatory Anonymous reporter 

Third-party reporting Incomplete information Attached information 

Report sent to : 

X RE _ DA 9TE D _ , - Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board 

(Priests., Deacons, Brothers) 

_ REDACTED for Women Religious 

(All women religious) 

Mrs. REDACTED Superintendent Secondary Schools 

(Secondary Schools) 

2(1 Msgr. Craig Cox, Vicar for Clergy 
(Priests, Deacons, Brothers) 

)( REDACTED 
(AH reports) 

Mr.REDACTED -Human Resources 

(Schools, ACC, Cemetery employees) 

Mr S . REDACTED iiperintendent Elementary Schools 

(Elementary Schools) 

_ Sr. REDACTED Assistance Ministry 
(All reports) 

_ Sr REP_ A PI!9 Religious Education 

(CCDandRCIA)° 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
NON-MANDATORY REPORTING FORM 



Date of this report to Public Authority: 
Name of Public Authority: 
Date of this Report to Archdiocese: 
Reported to Archdiocese by: 
Complainant Name: 
Current Address: 
Telephone: 
Date of Birth: 
Alleged Perpetrator: 
Name: (Victim) 
Name of Possible Witness: 
Reported Date of Incident: (s) 
Reported Circumstances of Incidents): 

Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect: 
Comments: . 

Submitted by the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles: 



June 27, 2005 

REDACTED 



July 9, 1979 

Fr. Michael Wempe 

REDACTED . 

- 6 years old 

Brother (also a victim — more happened to 
him) 

"1985 or 86 or 87 at St. Sebastian Church in 
Santa Paula" 

"There was one incident of molestation. He 
(Wempe) was touching my naked body. 
There was touching of genitals & oral sex. 
He did things to my brother who was older. 
He was an altar boy. My father had died and 
some friends introduced us to Fr. Wempe." 
Sexual abuse of a minor under 14 years 
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Police Arrest Freed Priest in New Sex Case 

Police Arrest Freed Priest on Sex Charge 

By Jeffrey Anderson and Anne LaJeunesse 

Daily Journal Staff Writers 

LOS ANGELES - Retired Roman Catholic priest Michael Wempe, who walked out of jail this 
summer after the U.S. Supreme Court gutted church sex-abuse investigations in California, was 
arrested Wednesday on new charges of molesting a child while serving as chaplain at Cedars-Sinai 
Hospital, the Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department said. 

The alleged victim came forward after learning that Wempe had been released because of the 
Supreme Court ruling, which in June struck down the child-molestation statute that prosecutors were 
using to go after sexual-abuse crimes that were otherwise time-barred, sheriffs Sgt. Dan Scott, the 
arresting officer, said. 

"He had held it in out of embarrassment, but when he saw that Wempe was going to be released 
from the previous charges, he decided to come forward," Scott said. 

Wempe was arrested without incident at 7 a.m. at his Leisure World home in Seal Beach and 
booked on suspicion of child molestation, Scott said. He is being held at Los Angeles County Jail In lieu 
of $2 million bail. 

His alleged victim, a male in his early 20s who has asked to remain anonymous, claims Wempe 
molested him from 1990 to 1995, beginning when he was 11, Scott said. 

The alleged molestations took place in a car and on the premises of Cedars-Sinai Hospital, where 
Wempe served as a chaplain from 1988 until his forced retirement in 2002. 

Cardinal Roger Mahony became aware of molestation claims against Wempe in 1986, a 
representative of Mahony said. But after a period of treatment and rehabilitation, which also took place 
at Cedars-Sinai, Wempe was restored by Mahony to the ministry in 1 988. 

In 2002, Wempe, along with several other Los Angeles priests, was forced to retire as additional 
claims of sexual abuse began to surface. 

"I can't tell you how disappointed I am with Wempe," J. Michael Hennigan, attorney for the Los 
Angeles Archdiocese, said. "We had believed and hoped that he was rehabilitated. 

'We received glowing reports from Cedars about his progress. He wouldn't even go near the 
pediatric ward there." 

"I'm with [the archdiocese] on this," said Donald Steier, whose firm, Guzin & Steier, represents 
Wempe in both criminal and civil court. "But I have real questions about this. I've interviewed Wempe 
extensively. 

"I'm suspicious of the time period which is being alleged," Steier said. "Wempe was in group 
therapy and receiving aftercare at the time. 
"I'm shocked and surprised." 

Wempe is to be arraigned today at the Criminal Courts Building in downtown Los Angeles. 

The alleged victim was not a patient at the hospital, according to Hennigan. 

"Based on discussions with the district attorney, my understanding is that Wempe is a friend of the 
family," Hennigan said. "I have an idea of who it is, but I can't be sure." 

Wempe was released June 27 from Los Angeles County Jail, the day after the Supreme Court 
ruling in Stognerv. California. He had been charged with 42 counts involving the alleged molestation of 
five boys between 1976 and 1985. Wempe, who attended seminary at St. John's Seminary in 
Camarillo, was associate pastor and parochial vicar at St. Jude Church in Westlake Village and Sacred 
Heart Church in Ventura County from 1 973 to 1 978, and a resident in active service at St. Mary Church 
in Palmdale, from 1978 to 1984, 

Two brothers, who are among the original five alleged victims, are suing Wempe in Los Angeles 
civil court. 

Following the Supreme Court decision, prosecutors around the state were forced to dismiss 
pending criminal cases and abandon many investigations. 

Los Angeles prosecutors dismissed all 1 1 of the criminal cases they had filed in the last year. If 



Wempe is charged, his case will be the first new filing in Los Angeles since the Supreme Court decision 

that crippled law enforcers and prosecutors and left victims around the state in despair. 

Following Wempe's arrest Wednesday, District Attorney Steve Cooley released a statement, 
"The re-arrest of Michael Wempe will restore the faith of victims shattered by the recent Supreme 

Court decision," Cooley wrote. 

On Wednesday, law enforcers in neighboring counties said they we're upset over watching 

accused molesters go free. But they expressed hope that Wempe's re-arrest will spark a revival of their 

own investigations. 

"We are not currently investigating any priests in connection with alleged sex crimes," said 
Lieutenant Steve Szabo with the Orange County Sheriff's Department sex crimes unit. "We had made 
several arrests, but due to the Supreme Court decision, we had to let them go." 

"It's sickening, because these guys were guilty," said Orange County Deputy District Attorney 
Rosanne Froeberg, head of the sexual assault unit. 

Following the high-court ruling in June, Froeberg's office was forced to dismiss cases against 
three Catholic priests and one Protestant minister, she said. 

One priest, the Rev. Siegfrid Widera, who had been charged with sexual molestation of a minor 
but whose case would have been dismissed, jumped from a building to his death in Mazatlan just 
before the landmark ruling, Froeberg added. 

Prosecutors in Ventura County were forced to dismiss pending cases and abandon their ongoing 
criminal investigations of numerous others, according to sources in that office. 

"We were clubbed to death by that Supreme Court case, and 99 percent of what we were working 
on has dried up," said one prosecutor, who asked to remain anonymous. 

"Getting the focus back on these cases is important," Froeberg said. "Since the Supreme Court 
decision, it has been pretty quiet, but it's not like priests stopped molesting children. 

"We can't predict if, or how many, people might come forward now, but we've asked law enforcers 
to take down reports on older crimes that can't be prosecuted, because we can obtain corroborating 
information that helps us resurrect other older cases, or are able to prosecute more recent ones." 

Scott added, "We still are actively investigating other cases, including the ones that were 
dismissed. Something like this could happen where a new victim comes forward, 

"We're still out there digging." 



********** 

©2003 Daily Journal Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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(CNS) -A former priest accused of child molesta- 
tion was ordered released fiom jail yesterday in ligHt of a 
/•U-.S\..Supreme. Court ruling striking. down a law allowing, 
for prosecution of old sex cinnes 

Los Angeles Superior Court Judge David Ilorwitz 
ordeied Carlos Rene Rodriguez — who has been m cus- 
tody for about nine months — released on his own recog- 
nizance 

It's unclear when the release-processing procedure 
would be completed and Rodriguez freed, said defense 
attorney Aithur Braudnck ' ,v 

Rodriguez, 46, is due back in court July 9, when pros- 
ecutors are expected to announce whether they wall 
oppose the case being dismissed 

Rodriguez's lawyer told reporters outside court that 
he fully expects the case to be dismissed then — likely on 
the prosecution's own motion f 

"Mr Rodriguez wants to get out of jail, hve his. life 
and put all this behind him," Braudnck said 

Rodriguez is the third former pnest to be ordered 
released from iail on his own recognizance m connection 
With the Supreme Court's ruling 

Last week, former priests Michael Wempe 4nd 
Lawrence Joseph Lovell were ordered released frifri jail as 
a result of the high court's ruling Their cases -are due 
back in court July 8 and July 11, respectively 

Meanwhile, also yesterday, Los Angeles Superior 
Court Commissioner Jeffrey Harkavy said he will likely 
grant the defense's motion to dismiss the case against 
ahother former pnest, John Anthony Salazar ^ 

The commissioner gave the prosecution two days to 
evaluate its options in hght of the high court's ruling 

Salazar was escorted out a back exit of the down- 
town Los Angeles courthouse by sheriff's deputies 

Salazar, Rodnguez, Wempe and Lovell are among 10 
former pnests recently charged in connection with child 
molestation cases, with charges against one datirig back 
to the 1940s 

Two pnests already have been ordered to stand tflal; 
- others are awaiting; similar hearings or extradition from 
other states or Canada. ' 

Besides the, former pnests, prosecutors have filed | 
Gnrninal charges 1 against a former seminary student 
accused of molesting two bpys m the 1980s t / 

Several other potential cases remain under investiga- 
tion by the Los Angeles Police and Sheaff 's departments 
and other agencies in Los Angeles County, according to 
officials with the Distnct Attorney's Office- 
After the Supreme Court's rtiling last week, Distnct 
Attorney Steve Cooley said his office will review more 
' than 200 cases that might be affected,. 
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Cell Doors SwiiigPpen After 
on Molestation Cases 



By Tract Wilbow: \Z: . v : . 
and mhgaw GtAayK* : ":' ~ " '. 
TJmw stqirwrltet*. ^v*. Vc :. : : ';■-. 

''[*> a it ii'ci'ldftj 

*^J|jas- one aT^elSSr, 

— sr' "W«r<iBa«Jttii^Ba« 

awaiting trial on charges of .mb- 
iesHhglour altar bbji at the his- 
toric. San- Gabriel-Mission left 
Los Angelea County Jan alter 
lessthah aweekbemndjrais, 

■^^^^^^face^ The 63-year-old 
retired priest, whose tool hac 
been set two'weefea ago at $2 iiufc 
lion, had been charged with mo- 
lest^ngflveDoi's20years ago. 

Both .men have denied the 
charges against them. At hear- . 
ings next. week'their eases are 
BKely to be dlsrrn^ecVpxosecu- 
torssayj \ : . . . , 

• And: so it went Friday, as 
prosecutors, defense attorneys 
and the state attorney general's 
office, scrambled to come to grips 
with the repercussions of a U.S. 
Supreme 'Court decision invali- 
dating a California law that had 
allowed decades-old ctnldmoles- 
tatloh eases to be prosecuted.- 

Loveli and Wempe are among 
hundreds of people— some con- 
victed,} some confessed, some 
still awaiting trial who wHI he 
released, ftom ja&a and prisons 
acros^Caliibrriia or whose cases 
win be dropped as a result of 
Thursday's decision 

The five Justices in the high 
court majorttyruledthat califor- 



RELATED, STORY ' 

Burden of proof! Hundreds of 
gnoses are also afrected. A34 

ilia had violated the Consali- 
tioa's ban' oh ex post facto — af- 
ter the fact — laws when the 
Legislature -decided-to pharigB^ 
the time lirhit for bringing crrmfe 
nal:charges in chfla sex-abuse 



cases and made W'^wSSrt " . : 
retroactive ito.^coveHsAfiKago . ! 
cases. - is je jj7 i 
V* J"or many prose<stn^rsf*Vib- 1 
. •arns' advocates and police, ,tl;e j 
.conrt'o decision was hard' to ,: 
take. ;.''' i. y 

The affected cases all Involve | 
not just aBegatioas^of abuse, but ji 
'"■^^^corTOb^rmg^eWeric^ ---- L 
. -which was' requlrea;:urider -the ' 
' l-*e Aouse, Page A23] 
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Awom ailwflose 
^oth m ^ ereaU 

^etoowasa^ictim 



^Sxrh ose ****** 

the church Mnn^Prtest s «ed 

^ahony Ro^erM; 

toatshewS^ 00 - Alleges 
f a Hc.oS^ e «et Baker 

"86, when r!1 5 ^mber 
h0fl y sent him L 7^ r ei?i ' 



^akerJasty°™ ed P oll ce. ! ab 0ut . 

***t the hfexg'^h tod 
when %w7^6 V) ana- 

diocese tea toSf.^.wott- 

^edoSiSr ***** 



.renting. - am . f rome om _ 

1970s and I9 8 1 d r dur toe, the 
believe thei 5^*°^ 

heard hi S adnS^ ffi: 19 « 
there; Bake/S menfc -. ^ 
] ated to chS^: n °t re - 
Parishes unKrif^ tst ° 
mediately^? that. h e ^ 
came awarp m~ ™ n he be- 

fteed to prSS^ aholo, 
felling, "to TaS 5Jf^?°to*B- 

^aker.accbrHirtrti.' I 



The- 1**? ehnlrW&ll 

Shood ^^^the^s&MI? ' 
abuse: ^ re **tfed S# 

tbid^ d ^timetha& 8 ^# 
°ate.d to GuX . mot he«|iW* 

the sui t £tf egeT^ 1 

harried at 17 ?he*^d 
^ earned 

c hildiipod sexua f f/ « 



Cathohc cO£ h l Jf ■*■ Hilary • 



fl °n baa wti? ■? u ' of 52-ftHi-' 

• < ^^ai 4l s'w^ cow it^lf 1 

child Thpl- a «t fe'a I' 
$200,000 bohd # aturd «on 
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Priest Sued by Brothers Is Arrested 
on Suspicion of Child Molestation 



Retired clergyman is to 
be charged with abusing 
five children in the 1970s 
and '80s. Mahony has 
conceded that he 
mishandled case. 

By Richard winton 

Times StqffWriter 

Michael Wempe, fa now-re- 
tired ''.priest whonv Cardinal 
Roger M. Mahony said he erred 
in transferring after accusations 
of sexual' abuse, was arrested 
Thursday on suspicion of child 
molestation. 

The arrest of Wempe near Ms 
Seal Beach retirement home 
took place as the clergy sexual 
abuse crisis • dominated the 
opening day of the annual con- 
ference of Roman Catholic bish- 
ops in St. Louis. Los Angeles 
County sheriffs deputies ar- 
rested Wempe as he was on his 
way to play golf. 

"I hope the news gets to Ma- 
hony and someone shoves a 
microphone in his face and asks 
what he thinks about his friend 
Michael Wempe being taken in, 
someone who he has hidden all 
these years," said Lee Bashforth, 
a Newport Beach financial advi- 
sor who alleged he was molested 
as a boy for eight years by 
Wempe. 

Los Angeles County Dist. 
Atty. Steve Cooley said multiple 
charges would be filed against 
Wempe alleging that he mo- 
lested five children between the 
ages of 7 and IB from 1977 to 
1986. Bail was set at $2 million 

"Some cases do stand out, 
and Father' Wempe's is one of 
them," Cooley said. "This is an 
egregious case with allegations 
of sexual abuse in three counties. 
Despite archdiocese stonewall- 
ing, we were able to bring him to 
justice." 

Another retired Los Angeles 
pries;, Titian A. Miani, 76, was 
arrested Thursday on suspicion 
ofmolestingtwo young girls. An- . 
other, Matthew Michael" 
SprottSSkeiWas ordered Thurs- 
day to" stand trial for molesta- 
tion. 

Kight other priests or former 
priests in the archdiocese have 
been charged with sexually 
abusing minors. Prosecutors 
said they expect to charge an- 
other 10. . 

Wempe's attorney, Leonard 
Leyine, said that his client in- 
tends to plead not guilty "and is 
very hopeful that when all the 
facts come out. He will be exoner- 
ated.* ' ' .'• ' •' '-. . .• -;' 

Wempe; 63, was among seven 
priests 'Mahony forced into re- 
tirement .last year ik the sex 
. abuse scanilai.esciilatedaiid the 

. ernimal. retroactively applied a 
zero-tolerance policy for abusers 

. in the Los Angelas Arcbdlocef e, 

' the largest in the United State:!. 
Weaipe.wus forced from the min- 
istry and retired':u< chaplain of 

. Cedars-Sinai Medical Center. Ue 
jp^ilivmg^aft^nearby parish ~ 

, hpise ptached to a school south 

' •:. ifalumy Vhys said lie k:n:iv 
sin(* in87,.hr iiiaa of allegations. 
■!!gsffljs|is§|i8^^ 



;~it£ if>. ;i% 1 
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ARRE STED : Retired priest Michael Wempe is taken into 
custody by sheriff's deputies Thursday near his Seal Beach home. 



The Times last April that, in 
retrospect, he should have 
forced Wempe to resign immeai- 
' ately after hearing of the sexual 
abuse allegations. 

He said he should have never 
assigned Wempe to Cedars in 
1988 without intorming hospital 
officials that he had removed the 
priest from his parish and or- 
dered htm to a New Mexico 
treatment facility for evaluation 
and counseling. 

Mahony insisted that experts 
had told him that Wempe could 
be trusted to work in a place 
without access to children. The 
cardinal said he did not know the 
hospital had a pediatrics unit. 

Mahony did not report 
Wempe's abuse allegations to 
police until last year.He told The 
Times that he thought a thera- 
pist who saw Wempe had re- 
ported it earlier. None of the 
charges Cooley said he would flle 
Monday involve Wempe's period 
at Cedars, officials said. 

"We have known about the in- 
vestigation for over a year and 
cooperated throughout," said. 
Donald Steier, another attorney 
for Wempe. "I am pleased to say 
at least they didn't arrest him in 
front ofhis aged and ill mother." 

Steier said Wempe would 
have surrendered if asked, and 
added that the $2-miflion bail 
was "rirhculous." 

Officials in San Diego and 
Ventura counties, where some of 
the alleged crimes were commit- 
ted, agreed to Wempe's prosecu- 
tion in Los Angeles, Cooley said. 



Cooley said Wempe's arrest 
would not have been possible 
without a new law that froze the 
statute of limitations in many 
older abuse cases. Cooley and 
other prosecutors lobbied far the 
change after the archdiocese 
fought subpoenas for church re- 
cords. 

Wempe's church files were 
amongthose demanded by aLos 
Angeles County Grand Jury last 
year. The church has fought re- 
lease to prosecutors of docu- 
ments reflecting communlea- 
tioris between the cardinal and 
priests, claiming that release of 
the papers would infringe on the 
church's free exercise of religion. 
The dispute is pending before a 
judge 

"If they'd fully cooperated on 
this ease, Wempe would have 
beenfiled a lot sooner," said Coo- 
ley, who repeated his call to Ma- 
honyto give up the records. 

Archdiocesan officials in- 
sisted that they only sought to 
protect rights of the church and 
priests. 

"The charge of stonewaflingis 
preposterous," said Tod Tam- 
berg, spokesman for the archdio- 
cese. "The district attorney 
knows fully well the privacy laws 
ofCalifornia." . 

Wempe was ordained in 1966 
and then assigned to an Ingle- 
wood-area parish, m 1974, he 
was assigned to St. Jnde parish 
in Westlake Village, where two 
brothers alleged in alawsuit filed 
last April that Wempe began to 
molest them and continued to 



abuse them despite transfers to 
several other parishes, i 

Lee Bashforth and his broth- 
er Mark were 8 and 12, respec- 
tively, when they met the motor- 
cycle-riding Wempe. Mark 
Bashforth told The Times that 
the priest was a "trusted family 
friend" who molested them on 
overnight trips and in his parish 
room. Lee Bashforth, 33, said he 
spent the night with Wempe in 
his bed in the rectory. 

According to the brothers' 
lawsuit, the abuse . continued 
when Wempe was transferred to 
Sacred Heart parish in Ventura 
and St. Mary's parish in Palm- 
dale. 

On Thursday, Lee Bashforth 
said he suppressed the memory 
until last year. 

T am beside myself with emo- 
tion," Lee Bashforth said, weep- 
ing. "I never thought this day 
would come. My brother shares 
my relief. I got a call from a de- 
tective .and prosecutor this 
morning. These disgusting 
predators of children and those 
who conceal them will be 
brought to justice." 

Another altar boy at St. 
Jude's who sued over abuse re- 
joiced Thursday. 

"Another sexual predator is 
finally off the streets. The DA.'s 
office and sheriff have been sur- 
vivor-friendly throughout this in- 
vestigation,'' said Richard Kirby, 
39, a Washington lobbyist 

The Wempe prosecution, like 
most others, relies on a Califor- 
nia law that allows old cases to 
be filed where there is recent dis- 
covery of serious substantial sex- 
ual abuse of a child. The U.S. Su- 
preme Court is now reviewing a 
challenge to the law. 

On Thursday, retired priest 
Sprouffske was ordered to stand 
trial on charges of sexually abus- 
ing his cousin during the 1950s 
while assigned to Mount Cannel 
High Schoolin Los Angeles. 

In Los Angeles County Su- 
perior Court, prosecutors played 
a tape of Sprouffske, 76, admit- 
ting that he molested a girl, who, 
when assaulted, was about 5 
years old. The tape, a recording 
of a conversation between the 
two, was made without his 
knowledge. 

The allegations against Miani 
date to the 1960s. Miani was 
taken into custody by Los An- 
geles County sheriffs deputies at . 
his Stockton home and win be 
arraigned Monday. 
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Accused Priest Waives Extradition 



Church: JPulled off a 
cruise ship by Alaskan 
officials, he faces charges 
of molesting seven girls. 

By RICHARD WINTON 
and JEAN GDCCIONE 

times sijpF Writers < , , 

A Los Angeles priest charged 
■with molesting seven girls who was 
plucked off a cruise ship headed for 
Russia has waived extradition, 
Alaska court officials said Monday. 

1 G. Neville: 

Rucker, a retired 
■ p^est;' i w511 : ;b^:r6!r' 
turned' to Los 
Angeles as soon 
as bad weather 
clears in the 
Aleutian Islands 
and he can be 
flown 800' miles 
■■'•to.; ' Anchorage, .' 
where he will lift 
met by Los An- 
geles police de- 
tectives, said 
Greg Wilkinsoni an Alaska state; 
trooper. , 

During a hearing in the Un- 
alaska District Cpurt, Rucker' 
waived his right to an extradition 
hearmg and told the judge his at- 
torney advised him to return to 
— California. Bail -was set at SI mil- 




lion. - 

Rucker was one of seven priests 
removed by Cardinal Roger M. Ma- 
hony from the ministry earlies this 
year whm he.implemented a zero* 
tolerance policy for those who pre- 
■ viously ab^ 8 ^!?^ 0 ^^^^^. 

a^^^yw^s^aMonday by a 39- 
^^l^a*¥or%ier altar, boy. Richard 
Kirby of Leesburg, Va., alleges 
that Wempe, a retired priest, mo- 
lested him between 1975 and 1977 
while serving at St. Jude Church in 
Westlake Village. Two others have 
sued Weinke. ' 

Los Angeles County sheriff's in- 
vestigators are probing 'at least 
four allegations of sexual abuse 
against Wempe. ■ ; . • ■;•:-,:■ 

Rucker, 82, was arrested Friday, 
by. Alaska state troopers aboard 
the cruise ship ms Volendam after 
the, U.S/ Coast Guard, at the re- 
quest of the LAPD, ordered an un- 
scheduled stop in the remote port 
of Dutch Harbor in the Aleutian Is- 
lands, officials said. 

The ship was on a 64-day Pacific 
Circle cruise that began Sept. 23 in 
Vancouver, Canada. , 

"We pulled him off the ship and 
put him on a tugboat' rn heavy seas. 
We had him harnessed and sur- 
rounded so he had no opportunity 
. .v to fall overboard or jump over- 
board," Trooper Kim Babcock 
said. 

Rucker is charged with 23 




S lL<- >3RIAN WALSKI / JLps Angeles Times . 

Richard Kirby; above, . is suing re- 
tired priest Michael Wempe, 
Who, along with Rucker, was. re- 
moved by the cardinal this year.. 

counts of lewd. 7 conduct with a 
child, Prosecutors allege he mo- 
lested seven girls— all under 14— 
between 1947 and 1976. 

At a news conference outside 
the Los Angeles County Court- 
house on Monday, Kirby said he 
was not only humiliated 1 by the 
abuse he suffered decades ago, but. 
again after he wrote an opinion 
piece with Mahony m The Times 
that advocated an "open and ac- 
countable'' relationship 1 between 



the church and victims, i 
1 1 "Since July, I have' Seen de- 
pressed and disappointed by the 
'cardinal's deceptions'and my role 
in telling people the church was. 
changing. I feel the same' as when I 
was abused 25 years ago," Kirby . 
said. 

• Kirby said he felt misled by Ma- 
hony's pledge' to help victims of 
. sexual abuse by priests. : .' { ;'; ■ ,• - :T " 
His attorney, Jeffrey Anderson 
of St. Paul, Minn., has asked a Los 
Angeles County Superior Court 
judge to stop church officials from 
; collecting data from sexual ab.use 
victims for use in their, defense 
against future litigation. The law- 
suit also names Mahony and the. 

■ archdiocese, and alleges they con- , 
spired to conceal information about 
Wempe, then used Kirby as part of 
their public- relations campaign. 

Attorney J. Michael Hennigan, 
who represents the archdiocese, 
called Kirby's request for an ind&- 
pendent court official to collect 
data on abuse "preposterous" and 
"a publicity stunt." 

He said the archdiocese takes 
histories from only : those victims 
demanding money to settle out-of-r 
court claims. He said Kirby asked 
for $2 million. 

: "I ■ think ; our relationship with 
him soured after : that,". Henmgan 

■ said. "We're straggling to deal with 
; staffing ;• issues,, and;, he wants. 

$2 million." ■ ■ --. . . . ■■-- ■ - 
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Police Arrest Two Former Priests 



JBy Anne La Jeunesse 

Daily Journal Staff Writer 

Two former Roman Catholic priests 
were arrested Thursday on suspi- 
cion of child molestation, the same day 
that a Los Angeles County Superior 
Court judge ordered a third, retired 
priest to stand trial for allegedly, motest- 




^ Bam ^„„^,„^.„ to was arrested 

oiitSide his Seal Beach home, is a signifi- 
cant figure in the sexual abuse scandal 
that continues to grow around the . Lbs 
Angeles Archdiocese and Cardinal Roger 
Mahony, authorities said. 

Last, year, Mahony apologized to 
parishioners for transferring Wempe to 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center without dis- 
closing sexual abuse allegations against 
him to hospital.authorities or the police. 
After declaring a zero tolerance policy, 
Mahony last year forced Wempe and 
other clerics out of the priesthood. 

Wempe is accused of molesting five 
boys aged 7 to 16 at various locations in 
Los Angeles, Ventura and San Diego 
counties during a nine-year period begin- 
ninginl977. 
Th^ofc^retired priest, Titian A 
j>;.,\&is arrested by §^cfton 
. i- cooperation with Los Angeles 
Sheriffs deputies, at his home in Stock- 
ton. He is suspected of molesting two 
young girls in the mid 1960s when he 
worked in the Los Angeles Archdiocese. 

Defense attorney Donald Steier, who is 
defending Miani, said both men will be 
pleading not guilty. 
_ The pair offered to surrender, but the 
district attorney arrested them because 
he wanted the publicity, Steier.charged. 

'If s a lot simpler in cases where people 
are making no effort to flee and their in 
their 70s and 80s to allow a surrender," 
Steier said. "But these cases are obvious- 



ly being handled differently." ',- 

"[Wempe]. intends to plead not guilty 
when he is arraigned on Monday, andhe is 
hopeful'that when all the facts are out they 
will.totally exonerate him" said Wempe's 
defense attorney Leonard Levine. 

The arrests bring the total number of 
clerics arrested , on suspicion of child 
molestation in Los Angeles County to 11, 
including one seminarian. 
( A source in the district attorney's office 
said that perhaps a dozen more priests 
soon could be arrested on similar 
charges': ■ ' 

Head Deputy District Attorney WuTiam 
Hodgriian, who heads the office's probe 
into the clergy scandal, declined to com- 
ment oh that report, but said he expects 
other priest investigations to come to a 
head this summer. . 

"The investigations in these cases have 
evolved to a point where we were ready 
to make arrests and charge, and veil be 
considering others throughout the sum- 
mer," Hodgman said. 

Sergeant Dan Scott, of the Sheriff's 
Department" s family crimes bureau, said 
the archdiocese has made prosecution 
difficult by refusing to turn over church , 
documents disclosing'when abusfe allega- 
tions were first made, and what Mahony 
and others did about them. 

Church lawyer J. Michael Hennigan 
could not be reached for comment 

Wempe is being held in lieu. of $2 million 
bail in Los Angeles County Jail, andwfllbe 
charged with multiple counts , of molesta- 
tion Monday, according to district attor- 
ney's office spokeswoman Jane Robisoa 

Details of Miani's bail were not imme- 
diately available, but according to the dis- 
trict attorney's office, he will be formally 
charged and arraigned Monday. 

'Meanwhile, Superior Court Judge 
Frederick N. Wapncr ordered one of 



Wempe and Miani's former brethren, 
retired " " 




h^^^^ffiaFcdusin in the 1950s. 

Sprouffske, who lives in Hawthorne, 
according to tax records, is'free on 
$25,000 bail He has pleaded not guilty to 
four; felony counts of committing a lewd 
act upon a child Uiider the age of 14, 
referred to only as Patricia K. in court •' '.• 
Thedecisioh came after the alleged vic- 
tim, Patricia K, now a computer graphic 
artist testified that starting when she was 
as young as 4 or 5 years old, Sprouffske 
fondled her buttocks and had her mastur- 
bate him while he was driving. 

"It was very uncomfortable. It felt real- 
ly wrong," she said. . .. ' 
, Deputy District Attorney Christina' 
Weiss asked Patricia K if Sprouffske had 
ever threatened her. 

. 'lie said, T}on't evef tell anyone what i 
we do'ltogefher of t wiU get you," Those 
were liis words," Patricia K testified. 1 . 

Prosecutors; said that Sprouffske was . 
assigned, to fytount Carmel High School 
in Lo$ Angeles at the time of the alleged 
molestations. '.' 
. Over defense attorney Gerald Klaus- 
ner's objections, Wapner admitted into 
evidence a tape re*x>rding of a telephone 
conversation in which Sprouffske apolo- 
gized to Patricia K, saying he was "sexu- 
ally confused" and immature. People, v. 
SprouMe, BA239256, (LA Super. Ct, 
filed Nov. 22, 2002). ' 

Several timejs Hausner asked Patricia 
K if she was suing for money. 

*Ifs not about money," she said. "Ifs 
aboutaccountability." . 

She said she does not believe the 
church' had done what it should do to pro- 
tect cnildren, - 

Sprouffskeis to be arraigned July 3 in 
Superior Court 
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MICHAEL WEMPE 



L.A. Times: LAPD and Ventura sheriff's department currently investigating 

claims he molested three boys between 1976-1985. 

V/C: Reported initially by his pastor. He was removed from ministry at 

that time and received treatment. He came back and was 
assigned to hospital ministry. Retired. No new reports. 

Facts: Age 62, ordained 1966; letter from V/C to Cardinal requesting 

laicization as of 8/2/02. Retired 2/125/02. Living now: REDACTED 
REDACTED 

Victims: redacted (source: V/C - filed lawsuit, public) 

redacted (source: Asst. Min./ L.A. Times - wrote Itr to 
Cardinal.) 

RE DACTED and redacted (source: Asst. Min.) 
redacted (source: Asst. Min.) 

"source: Asst. Min.) 
(source: Asst. Min) 

redacted r source . V/C) itr to REDACTED 



Sequence of events per file : 

February 1978 First entry: memo stating three separate priests recommend 
professional help for Fr. 

May 1987 Psychologist mentioned. 

May 15, 1987 Fr. meets w/Mahony re status 

May 19, 1 987 Ltr from V/C (Curry) to Fr. re meeting and status- requests 

presence at personnel board meeting on 6/3 

Phone calls to V/C.office: Fr does not want to attend, Mahony told 
him that was O.K. V/C not in office at the time. 

May 22, 1 987 Ltr from pastor to V/C (Curry) - serious concerns/facts about 

behavior w/specific young boys prior to pastor's arrival and on- 
going. Redacted & redacted told him to write. 

May 29, 1987 Ltr from Mahony to Fr. - mentions diabetes/bronchitis in relation to 

transfers, please attend 6/3 personnel board mtg. 

June, 1987 Mahony is made aware and responds: "We need to move on this". 



June 22, 1987 Fr is scheduled to go to treatment at Jemez Spring, NM for 

diagnostic program 



November 1 987 

January 1988 
February 1988 
March 1988 
April 1988 
December 1988 
February 1989 
September 1989 

September 1994 
February 2002 

March 7, 2002 

March 27, 2002 

March 29, 2002 
April 2002 



Still in program. Definite need for continued therapy. 
Disagreement within staff re assignment to hospital ministry for Fr. 

Assigned to Mt. Sinai Hospital 

Fr at St. Ambrose (continues group therapy) 

Victim REDACTED spoke to REDACTED ; victim received therapy. 

Psych assessment: Of sjxjDriests, Fr the most likely to repeat. 

Therapist: Progress is slow; REDACTED , not out of danger 



Mahony aware and responds (re: progress and 



REDACTED, 



Memo from therapist: "Doing well, does not need group therapy 
unless he wants it"; continues individual therapy. Mahony aware 
and responds. 

Ltr to Fr re his therapist (who is being reviewed about his practice) 

Resignation of Fr sent to Cedars Sinai, he cites "health problems, 
term limits, mother's health". 

Ltr from victim REDACTED i to Mahony re abuse in 1976-78 at the age 
of 14-16 years. His therapist (for ten years) reported to police 

V/C (Cox) responds to victim's ltr. - encourages call to LAPD, 
would like to meet/interview him (lives in VA); gave Sr. REDACTED 
number. 

Fr retiring. 

Fr retains counsel 

Ltr from Cedars-Sinai stating April 1 0, 2002 retirement reception is 
cancelled due to family illness of Fr. 

April 20-21 , 2002 - statement read at Masses at St. Mary's, 
Palmdale. 



August 2, 2002 



Mentioned in ltr from V/C to Cardinal re laicization. 



RCALA011730 



CMOB-013-01 "House Trailer" - Anglo, age 62, ordained in 1966. Reported in 

1 987 initially by his recently-arrived pastor who was confronted by 

housekeeper with past behavior of Father X involving a ten yr. old 

boy sleeping with Father X several times; pastor also concerned 

about Father X behavior taking young boys to his house trailer 

and using firearms. Father X was removed from ministry and sent- , , t 

for treatment. In 1988 two brothers accused Father X of abuse in j/y'/ /%c ^'~' ' 

his camper when they were young teens. In March of 2002, an 

apprx. 40-yr. old man accused Father X of abuse from 1976 to 

1978, also mentioning a cabin and vacation trailer. Four 

additional calls have come into Assistance Ministry, and there is 

one lawsuit pending. LAPD and Ventura County sheriff are 

investigating. Father X is retired and no longer in active ministry. 

Announcements have been made in the parish Father X was at 

from 1978-1984. 



His name was mentioned in August 2, 2002 letter to Cardinal from 
V/C for possible laicization. 
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Jailed Priest Accused of Molesting Sees Bail Lowered 



Michael Wempe will be 
freed if he agrees not to 
perform priestly duties 
and wears an electronic 
monitor. He faces 20 
years on charges. 

By Jean Guccione 
Times Staff Writer ~ 

The only Roman Catholic 
priest stilljailed for allegedly mo- 

. testing children in Los Angeles / 
County could be out next week if 
he posts a newly reduced bail 
and promises not to perform 
priestly functions while awaiting 

"trial. N 

. Instead of a passport, lawyers 
for Michael Edwin Wempe of 
fered 1 to surrender his clerical 
collar Friday. 

The 64-year-old retired priest 
is expected to come up with the 
$100,000 vbond within the next; 
few days and return to the Seal 
Beach , retirement home he 



shared with his ailing mother un- 
til his arrest in September. 

A judge reduced Wempe's 
bail from $500,000, warning that 
if he flees, his action would be 
considered "virtually an admis- 
sion of guilt." , 

Retired Los Angeles County 
Superior- Court Judge Samuel 
Mayerson also ordered Wempe 
to wear an electronic device to 
monitor his whereabouts. 

He must stay inside his house 
except to see his doctors and 
lawyers, shop for groceries and 
attend Mass' — which the judge 
warned he could do so only as a 
participant, hot the celebrant. 

Deputy Dist. Atty. Todd 
Hicks, who opposed the bail re- 
duction, said~ he was disap- 
pointed with the ruling. 

In court, he said Wempe, who 
faces, tip to 20 years m prison, 
might be tempted to run based 
on the strength of the evidence 
presented against him at aweek- 
long preliminary hearing in Feb- 
ruary, He also said he feared the 
priest would abuse again. 



But Wempe's lawyers, Leon- 
' ard Levine and Donald Steier, 
successfully argiicd that the 
cleric was neither anight risk nor 
a danger to the community. 

Defense lawyers said he 
hasn't fled during a lerigthy and 
open police investigation. Last 
summer, Wempe was charged 
with 42 counts of sexually mo- 
lesting 13 boys between 1977 and 
( 1986. 

A few days later, the U.S. Su- 
preme Court struck down a 1994 
California law allowing retroac- 

i tive prosecution 'involving older 
sex crimes against children. As a 
result, criminal charges against 
Wempe and" nine other priests 
were dismissed". 

In the current case, prosecu- 
tors allege Wempe molested a 
"boy in his chaplain's office at Ce- 
dars-Sinai Medical Center be- 
tween 1990 and 1995 

> The victim did not report his 
allegations until earlier charges 

i against Wempe — involving the 
victim's older brother — were 
dismissed 



One of the victim's brothers 
compared the judge's decision 

• allowing Wempe to live in a re- 
tirement home where grandchilT 
dren come to visit their relatives i 
to Cardinal Roger M. ;Ma!iony's 
decision to place Wempe in a 

, hospital with a pediatric ward, 
after he was removed from his 
church parish amid allegations 
of child molestation. 

Mahony forced Wempe to re- 
tire from the priesthood in 2002, 
and barred nun from active min- 
istry, Wempe's defense lawyers 
said. Yet Wempe nodded yes 

' when Mayerson asked his law-' 
yers Friday if he was Still a priest 
Wempe is one of two retired 
priests facmg child molestation . 
charges in Los Angeles County. 
The other, Stephen Charles Her- 
nandez, posted $240,000 bail af-" 
ter he was arrested in June. He^ 
faces ,12 felony counts involving a. v - 
14-year-old boy he allegedly mo- 
lested in 2001 and 2002 while he ' 
was counseling minors at Cen- k 
tral Juvenile Hall, also known as 
Eastlake <. 
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Retired Priest to Be Tried 

Judge orders Michael 
r Wempe to stand trial on 
1 charges of molesting a 
boy in the 1990s. 



By Anita Gorman 

- Times Staff Writer 

A judge Wednesday ordered , 
• retired Roman Catholic priest 
, Michael Wempe, accused of re- 
peated child abuse, to stand trial 
■ 6n charges of sexually molesting 
a boy between 1990'and 1995. 

Los Angeles County Superior 
. Court Judge Jacob Adajian ruled 
after a weeMong hearing that 
there was enough evidence 
, against Wempe, 64, for a trial. He 
. faces the possibility of more than 
20 years £n prison if cbnvicted. 
The alleged victim, now 24, 
1 testified that Wempe molested 
..him to the priest's car and in his 



office at Cedars-Sinai Medical 
'.. Center. Two other alleged vie- • 
tlms also testified that Wer ripe 
molested them. . ■ 

■ Cardinal Roger M. Mahony of : i 
the Los Angeles Archdiocese has 
acknowledged that after learn- 
tag of earlier abuse allegations 
against Wempe, he sent the 
priest for treatment and then 
transferred him to a chaplain job 
at Cedars-Sinai. In retrospect, 
Mahony has said, he should have 
forced Wempe to resign. 

.Charges that Wempe earlier 
molested the alleged victim's two 
1 older brothers and three others 
were dismissed last year after 
the U.S. Supreme Court invali- 
dated the prosecution of dec- 
ades-old molestation cases. The 
former priest was one of 10 whose 
' Los Angeles County cases were 
- thrown out. He was rearrested 
when the youngest brother came 
forward and alleged that he had 



been molested more recently. : .,■ 
1 "The defendant's crimes are 
terrible," Said Deputy Dlst. Atty. 
Todd Hicks. "They are sinful." 
s - But -one of Wempe's defense 
attorneys^ Leonard B.Levine, at-s 
tacked the credibility of the al- 
leged victim in this case, accus- 
ing him of making up the 
allegations to seek revenge for 
his' two older brothers. One of 
the brothers told a reporter after 
the Supreme Court ruling that 
he could understand people tak- 
mg justice into their own hands. : 
"It's clear from the evidence 
that these allegations were likely 
fabricated," Levine said outside 
court ' 

In 1974, Wempe starting work- 
ingat S]t. Jude parish in Westlake 
Village,, where the alleged vic- 
tim's two.older'brothers'claimed 
that tyempe molested them on 
overnight £rips and in his parish 
room. In 2002 the brothers ped a 




Retired prie. 
■will return to wm: 

lawsuit in which they alleged 
that Wempe had continued to 
abuse' them despite transfers to 
other parishes. ' 

According" to' a report re- 
leased by Mahony this week, 
Wempe was accused of molest- 
ing 13 youths from 1972 to 1995. 
He is being held in lieu 'of 
$500,000 bail in Los Angeles 
County Jail and is scheduled to 
return to court March 3. 
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Priest Held 
in Alleged 
Sex Abuse 



Earlier charges against 
the former Cedars-Sinai 
chaplain were dismissed 
after ahigh court ruling. 
New allegations aren't 
affected by that decision. 

ByKKiHARUWtfiTOSr . 

■ . "a;, inured ' Roman Catholic 
■priest reassigned ay . .Cardinal 
Roost M. MahSnyto Ccaars-SK 
iiai Medical 'Center , alter, the 

. pnestwas accused of molesting' 
■titoXjRtH* 1930S -was 1 arrested 

• We>toesdayonsuBrHidonofsexu- 
Aally alirjsme'a.'criudmbis chap- 
: . Iain's office. atBra hospital from 
•■' 1990(0.1935. 
.'„i'';.TBe 

one ct 10 „.. . — : - ; - 

lot sexual anuses were dismissed. 

• -this 'sunitheE, after a/rAS! Su- ■ ■ 
premeT Court' r 'decisioii-- invalk" 
dated' the: prosecution of dec- . 
ades^ldinolestatipa cases. The • 
ga-year-olid^ cleric; ; had been- * 
cB*rgedir£Xu^e THh^malesring : , 
1SV9 boys between 1977 and 1986 ,' 
ni' WestlaKe .Village,! ^Palmaale 
Bnd Ventura. He was released 

r from jail this summer in the : 
wi*e otthecourt ruling., . ■ 

' ff %l!b^'ral*alte^tions;5^ecu- ■ . 
tors said, coveraaraeFerlod nut 
affected by/Bur high court deci- i 

"''sibni ^vi^:v^^^^v : -^--"'\K^|' : '' 
ilcElifitlatest" r^ortea .victim, ^ 
now )>*jcars old..came.tbrward.. 

• f only ..alter liearinB.tne ;other ; 

: .charois :«i!«iitst Wempe .lad':: 

c.; : f^tJ'ottpp^-autiim3rle3' said; _ ! 

-^e^^'wnoiWas' arrested while , : . 

• • eating ..breakfast . ot bis Seal 
V Beaeb .^tn«riumtltome, is being: 

• 'hcIduiHeu of $2 .million VaiL . 
:r -V ilary. 'Grant, spokeswoman • 

for the California, ctiapfcei of 13ur- \[ 
. vSorsXetwr^rorthose Abused ' 

DyPrie.^,MiciU;elaiettallcj!a; 

iions show the consequences of • 
ilailingto fire and report abusjyev 

priests. This cardinal trans- ' 
^.'Ifeix^ft'irte^i^o^^^'m^ . 
'iiSewwctin^s^saiQVi^ . : ; 

.^^Ai^ifear^^^^^^^ : - 
'<"' ^rj^'Vafiegations; " Maliohy or- . 
: " dered Wempe to complete psj-. 
V <) cinatric . treatment ' and'; then • 
NHrar^err^Wempe to Cedars- ' : 
s ' Steal in. 191)3. Motony late, ac- i 

.knowledgeii he slituM not.hove 
' - rS'asslgn'ea' Weinpe without" tell- . 
:; .;-n>J hospital officials ' about the 
accusations. Instead, Mnfcor.y 
told. The Tiroes last year,: he 
'■I shouidbave reported Wempe to 
. police andforcedrjimtobnmedi- 
' ■ ately resign:.- - 
\ ("There iad. been absolutely 
: hd .'allegations against /Wempe 
■ ifpltowingMstterapyar^dlaring 
^bis, longtime, placement at Ce- 
doroSUmi, r said Tod Tainberg,.' 
tliu luchiinicese spokesman. "Wo 
thought lie was one af our imc- 
- cess stories; If this allegation 
.proyestrae,rfcwfflbeabitterdis- 
: appointment.'' ■ . .: ' 

'"'Donald- -Steler; : >iie' ; Of; 
"Vk'empe's attoirieys, also ; ■ "ex- 
• '' pressed surprised." :>*:'- 

"I ana shocked. . I 'cannot help 
. but be suspicious, of the tuning of 
'" these allegations after the Su- 
preme Court decision," be said, 
(SeBPriest,PageB10} 



IN CUSTODY: Michael 
Wempe.was transferr&to- : 
Cedars-Sinai ini9fiqb afterhe , 
>io'as accused afTnoTsstiT^yoys." 
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Priest Arrested for Alleged Sex Abuse 

1 J t -„i^ Q T.f.n ™iirv sexual rjredators." 



[Priest, from Page Bl] 
maintaining his client's inno- 

C6HCG. 

Los Angeles County Sheriffs 
Sgt. Dan Scott of the Family 
Crimes Bureau, said the alleged 
victim was 11 when the abuse be- 
gan in 1990. Wempe was a family 
friend, the victim told author- 
ities^ who attegedly molested him 
in a car and the chaplain's office, 
Scott said. The man was not a 
patient at the hospital at the 
time. 

The alleged victim, who was 
not identified by authorities, 
came forward after the Supreme 
Court ruling; which has affected 
as many as 800 cases statewide 
and more than 200 in Los An- 
geles County. The high court de • 
cision voided a state law that 



I girt the jok talis 




^fBreTrbuildeiw 

Hie imartet way to find a better job. 



gave prosecutors one year to file 
charges after they Were notified 
of alleged sex crimes, regardless 
of i when the crimes occurred. 
Prosecutors say that under the 
ruling they can file charges only 
for alleged abuse that happened 
after 1988. 

Wempe's accuser told sher- 
iffs investigators that he "was 
too ashamed to come forward 
earlier because he believed that 
Wempe would be convicted and 
sentenced on the testimony of 
the other victims," Scott said. 

Cedars-Sinai 'officials said 
theyfirst learned of abuse allega- 
tions against Wempe after he left 
the hospital last year. , 

"Based upon a review of our 
security records, we have con- 
firmed there were no complaints 
or claims of misconduct regard- 
ing Father Wempe during the 
time he was assigned by LJV. 
Archdiocese to the hospital,"; 
said Grace'Cheng, vice president ; 
of public relations. , 

Mahony forced Wempe to re- 
tire last year from the Cedars 
chaplaincy and from the active 
clergy, along with six other ac- 
cused priests, as he retroactively 



applied a zero-tolerance policy 
for sex abusers in the Los An- 
geles Archdiocese. , 

Mahony told The Times he 
had ordered Wempe to a New 
Mexico treatment facility after 
the allegations in bhe!980s- After 
treatment, Mahony said, experts 
told him that Wempe could be 
trusted to work in a place with- 
out access to children, such as a 
jail or hospital. Mahony said he 
was unaware that Cedars had a 
pediatric unit. Mahony said he 
did not report the abuse allega- 
tions to police until last year. He 
said he thought a therapist who 
treated Wempe in the 1980s had 
reportedit earlier. 

Other alleged victims of 
Wempe said Wednesday that the 
arrest showed how the LA 
Archdiocese acted like the' Bos- 
ton Archdiocese under former 
Cardinal Bernard Law — trans- 
ferring pedophiles who contin- 
ued to abuse children. 

"Mahony, and Bernard Law 
were reading from the same op- 
erating manual," said Lee Bash- 
forth, 33, an alleged victim of 
Wempe during the 1970s, "They 
sacrificed young people to these 



sexual predators." 

Bashforth and his brother 
were ages 8 and 12, respectively, 
when, he alleged, Wempe began 
abusing them at the Westlake 
Village parish of St. Jude L where 
'they served as altar boys. Bash- 
forth was amoifg the five alleged 
victims Wempe was accused of 
molesting in June. ' - 

"I am just'so sorry this had to 
happen, you know, that these 
kinds of things happened," 
Wempe said after he was re- 
leased the follqwing month. "I'm 
happy that it'sbeen dismissed." 

Wempe's church personnel 
files were among those ( de- 
manded by the Los Angeles 
County Grand Jury. The, arch- 
diocese has fought the release of 
documents reflecting communis 
cations between top church offi- 
cials and priests, claiming it 
would violate their civil rights. 

Los Angeles County iDist. 
Atty. Steve ,Coolfey said the 
Wempe case ""underscores the 
importance of ongoing litigation 
with the Los "Angeles Archdio- 
cese relative to recordssought as 
crirninal evidence m allegations 
of priests^ abusmgchildren." 
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Priest Gets 
3 Years in 
Molestation 



Geharo Mouna Los Angeles Timer 

1EJTTEN CET> : Retired priest Michael Wempe smiles at Judge Curtis B. Rappe as he is taken away. 
fe got the maximum sentence but has served about 600 days, so he will be inprison about a year more. 



Michael Wempe's case, 
, the first major trial in 
the L. A. Archdiocese's 
sex abuse scandal, ends 
as settlement talks with 
hundreds continue. 

By Jessica Gabbjson 
and Jonathan Abeams 

Times Staff Writers 

ApedoplrUepriestwhom Car- 
dinal Koger M. Mahony returned 
to the ministry after learning of 
his interest in children was sen- 
tenced to three years in prison 
Friday, bringing to a close Los 
Angeles' first high-profile trial 
since the church's abuse scandal 
exploded four years ago. 

Father Michael Edwin 
Wempe, 66, was led into court in 
handcuffs and sat expressionless 
in his brown county jail jumpsuit 
as Judge Curtis B. Rappe told 
him he would have to register as 
a sex offender for life because of 
his conviction for molesting a 1G- 
year-oldboy. 

The retired priest agreed not 
to appeal or seek a new trial. In 
exchange, the district attorney's 
office will not retry him on four 
other counts of molestation that 
his jury was unable to decide. 

He was given the maximum 
sentence, but has already served 
about 600 days and so will be in 
prisonfor only about ayearmore 
— a sentence that some of his 
victims said was far too short. 

Wempe has admitted to sexu- 
ally abusing 13 boys during his 
36-year career in the Los Angeles 
Archdiocese, but he could be 
tried only for molesting a single 
boy because the other crimes 
were too old. In the current case, ' 



he had denied abusing the 
younger brother of two men he 
had acknowledged molesting as 
youths. 

"At longlast, youwillbe intro- 
duced to some measure of jus- 
tice," the older brother of thevic- 
tim in this case told Wempe 
during the sentencing hearing. 
He and other victims who testi- 
fied also had harsh words for the 
archdiocese and Mahony. 

"If the archdiocese had done 
the right thing ... I would have 
been spared years of despon- 
dency," he added. "Because of 
this, they hear as much respon- 
sibility for your crimes as you 
do." 

Wempe's hair and beard were 
scruffy and he appeared much 
thirmerthandui±ighisFebruary 
trial. In the probation report 
[See Priest, Page BIO] 
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Priest Receives 
3-Year Term for 
Molesting Boy 



[Priest, from Page Bl} 
submitted during sentencing, of- 
ficials noted that the retired 
priest is a diabetic who had open 
heart surgery in 1999 and takes 
daily medication. The report 
also said Wempe has been talcing 
Prozac for three years "to calm 
his nerves." 

Wempe did not testify at his 
trial, but in his probation report, 
officers wrote that he had . said 
"this case has not only hurt him, 
but it has hurt the priesthood." 

"He related that he does not 
want to hurt the priesthood and 
he does not want to hurt the 
church," the report said. 

The trial focused renewed at- 
tention on the cardinal's nan- 1 
dting of molesting priests. Ma- 
hony sent Wempe to therapy in 
1987 after doubts arose about his 
questionable behavior, but al- 
lowed him to remain a priest un- 
til 2002 without warning parish- 
ioners.. The therapy came more 
than 20 years after Weinpe was 
ordained and more than 15 years ' 
after his. first admitted victims 
entered his life. 

Archdiocese spokesman Tod 
Tamberg said Friday the church 
hoped "that this conviction and 
sentencing brings some measure 
of healing to-his victims". ' ' .■ 

He added that the "archdio- 
cese hps expressed remorse and 
asked for forgiveness for mis- 
takes it made in dealing with Fa- 
. ther Wempe." i/.; ; vv 

' ■ Wempe's trial conies as atmr- . 
neys for the archdiocese are in 
settlement talks with more than 
560 people suing the church for 
failing to protect them from 
abuse by priests. ■ ■■.''■.■I 

, . Such a/- settlement \ probably 
wou ld reach into the hundreds of 
millions of dollars and break re- 
cords. ■ ■ V ! -;-. : .' ' 
•■< The case also marked the first 
time that victims of a serial 
abuser came into open court to 
_ ■ testify. .Prosecutors had filed 
cases against nearly a dozen Los 
Angeles priests in 2003, but they 
were dismissed when, the tr.S. 
Supreme Court struck down a 
state law that had lifted the stat- 
ute of limitations for child abuse 



prosecutions. 

On Friday, Wempe's attorney, 
Leonard Levine, said the retired 
priest would make no Statement 
of remorse or address the court 
in any way because of civil litiga- , 
tion pending against him, 

Outside the courtroom, 
Levine again denied that the 
priest had committed the crime 
for which he was convicted. 

"Since 1986, we believe Mi- 
chael has not molested any indi- ' 
viduals. There have been no alle- 
gations except for the one person ; . 
'who came forward. We believe 
the evidence was and is there to 
dispute that allegation, but we 
accept the jury's verdict and the : 
sentence and will move on." 

But Wempe's victims said the , 
sentence was far too .lenient 
given the pain he has caused. 

"I am here; today to tell you 
how one man — Michael Wempe ' 
.— has damaged our family as 
a whole," testified the mother of < 
two of Wempe's victims. She re- ' 
called how he entered their lives 
the year her husband died and ' 
then took advantage of her sons. 

Turning to Wempe, she said: 
"You have given so much grief 
and misery to us, and we are. only ' 
one'family." 

Wempe sat . expressionless: •; 
and did not make eye contact 
with any of the speakers: But his 
sister, who faithfully sat through 
the trial, got up and left the t 
courtroom at that point. 

Prosecutor Todd Hicks said 
he did not know where Wempe 
would s erve Ms time. Uiat deter- 
mination will be made in the next ! 
few weeks by the state Depart- 
ment of Corrections and Reha- 
bilitation. 

In Massachusetts, defrocked 1 
pedophile pnest John Geoghan 
— despite being in protective 
custody — was murdered in 
prison by an inmate Who said he 
had been abused as a child. 

■ After serving his time, 
Wempe's probation report says, 
he plans to return to his condo- 
minium in Seal. Beach where he 
cares for his -aging mother. He 
stillhas a$l,500 monthly pension 
from the church, 



